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We have seen these before, but in outline, not in colour. Stephen Friar
has now sent us the painting of the arms of Sherborne by Andrew
Jamieson, which are quite impressive.
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The Norwich Dragon Festival
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Twelve Tribes, may relate to the four winged creatures described by
Ezekiel in his dream, which later became the symbols of the four
Evangelists.
SHERBORNE STONECARVINGS

We welcome new member Alan Buckingham.
Saint Margaret is one of the three saints traditionally associated with
Dragons, and usually depicted with one in stained glass windows and
the like, the others being Saints Michael and George. We have dealt
with her before, in No 35, 2003, but it might be worth repeating some
of the main features of her story. She was the daughter of a pagan
priest in Antioch, in the reign of Diocletian (3rd/4th century), but she
embraced the Christian faith and refused to denounce it when
challenged by a jealous pagan prefect whose advances she had rejected.
She was imprisoned, tortured and finally beheaded, and her martyrdom
is commemorated on 20th July. One of her tortures was to be menaced
by a Dragon in her prison cell, which attempted to devour her, but the
cross she was carrying pierced the monster’s throat, forcing it to
disgorge her. This is the dramatic moment often depicted in religious
art, and may have been a metaphor for the temptation of renouncing
her faith to save her life, overcome by the symbol of Christianity.
Dragons have been popular in Norwich ever since the fifteenth century
when the Guild of Saint George introduced Snap into their annual
parade. This year the Dragon Festival lasts from 21 June to 5
September with a Dragon Trail round the City where one can see 84 of
the models as seen on the cover, each about five feet high and
individually painted by local artists and schoolchildren, as well as 120
baby dragons to be spotted by the keeneyed. Here on the left is the front view of
the Dragon on the cover, and on the right
another, more traditionally-painted
example. At the end of the festival all the
Dragons will be auctioned with the
proceeds going to a local children’s charity.
During the weeks there are many dragon2

David Vaudrey sent some pictures of stunning carved roof-bosses in
Sherborne Abbey, of which we saw one in the last issue. Here are two
more.
Some film-makers occasionally get it right
This Dragon is a good size and anatomically correct, seen here perched
on the shoulder of Emilia Clarke in the film Game of Thrones. Of
course, Dragons being magic can change
size whenever they feel like it, but I
believe the early ones were all about as big
as small dogs such as terriers, as seen in
the pair being watched by Merlin and
Vortigern (see No 30) or indeed the couple
perched on the Leyton Orient football (last
issue). The four-legged variety only came
in with the Tudors and I believe were a
consequence of confusion with Griffins.
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A DO-IT-YOURSELF DRAGON
My four-year-old great-grandson Jack is putting together the push-out
and slot-together model of a Dragon, with a little help from his Dad.
This kit came complete with a neat little booklet entitled DRAGON
LORE with a straightforward text outlining what is known about
Dragons from around the world, starting appropriately with the arms of
King Henry VII and those of the City of London. The illustrations are
all excellent, from which I have chosen these carved figureheads from
Viking longships – some that we do not see too often.

FEEDBACK re the Jewish Tabernacle picture in the last issue:
Nicholas Williams writes that he cannot help with the weird beasts
(which may be pure whimsey, as was popular at that time), but the
Jewish script on the tabernacle in the centre he believes translates as
the opening words of Exodus 20, which goes on to describe how God
sent the Ten Commandments to Moses. He wonders whether the
emblems on the banners held by the four knights – lion, serpent, bull
and eagle – which we took to be a selection from the totems of the
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related activities, aimed mainly at children. It seems that the summer
will see a riot of good fun. We have nearly a dozen members clustered
in and around Norwich, but it was Philippa Sims who sent details of
the Festival, to whom our thanks are due.
LESLIE’S LONDON

Leslie Hodgson visited London in April and had his camera with him,
catching a number of Dragons, of which this is a selection. Two are
from a monument in Victoria Tower Gardens, Millbank,
commemorating the Emancipation of Slaves 1834, one is from the
Holborn Viaduct and one is a boundary marker for the City of London.
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ROBERT FITZWALTER’S SEAL

The metal matrix, on the left (back to front), and the red wax impression on the right (the right way round) show that Robert FitzWalter
was a really important person, with two coats of arms, but our interest
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lies in the squirming little Dragon beneath him. Does it have any significance, or is it just a handy space-filler? Learned opinions would be
of interest.
5

