A DECORATIVE DRAGON

Dragonlore
The Journal of The College of Dracology
No.188

All Fools Day 2017

Roland Symons came across this handsome specimen on Holborn Viaduct in
London, and thought it was good enough to grace our pages, with which I heartily
agree.
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A Griffin in the Glazing

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We last celebrated the First of April in 2003 with No 31, an issue full of good things,
from a survey of Fabulous Beasts in Tudor Heraldry to a discussion of the supposed
Keythong which led to a series of articles and contributions culminating in the
suggestion that the creature in question, formally known as a Male Griffin, should be
termed an Ormogriff, to avoid any confusion, such as the erroneous assumption that
if a wingless Griffin were male, then the winged variety must be female. The
wingless Griffin started life as the totem of the Ormond Butlers in Ireland, hence the
choice of name Ormogriff. It was decisively argued by some that the term
‘Keythong’ referred not to
the little wingless Griffin
sketched in the margin of
the manuscript (right), but
to the Ormond knot, or
Carrick bend, which shows
two cords or thongs
interlaced, and has been
used on an RAF Squadron
Badge and elsewhere to
indicate the number two. In
fact, the phrase on the
manuscript is actually “peyr
keythongs” leaving little
doubt that it refers to two of something. Ormond and Carrick are both titles held by
members of the Butler family. My Great-Grand- Father was the Sixth Earl of
Carrick, so I have a personal interest in the matter, but I have been unsuccessful in
persuading the Kings of Arms to stop using the term “Male Griffin.”
The picture on the cover is of a window in the Church of St Magnus the Martyr,
Lower Thames Street, London, and was photographed and sent in by Leslie
Hodgson, who asks, “Which William was Bishop of London, who died in 1952?”
The crossed swords are the emblem of St Paul, to whom London’s cathedral church is
dedicated and thus the arms of the diocese, so the Griffin with mullets in chief must
be the personal arms of the Bishop. An identification would be gratefully received.
Leslie was busy with his camera on his visit to London, and the rest of this issue will
carry many of his pictures. Opposite is another window from the Church of St
Magnus the Martyr, showing Saint Margaret of Antioch, who was cast into a cell with
a dragon that was supposed to devour her, but she bested the evil creature by using
her cross, and escaped alive. We have treated her story before, as seen in Nos 35 and
141.
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MORE ON THE
MERCIAN
EAGLE BADGE
Apparently there was
a Mercian Regiment
in the regular army,
formed from the
amalgamation of
several Midland
County Regiments,
and its cap-badge was
the double-headed
Eagle surmounted by
a Saxon Crown
(right). The only
totem recorded as
used by the ancient
Saxon Kingdom of
Mercia was the White
Dragon, which was
common to all
Saxons and not
peculiar to Mercia, so
where did this Eagle
come from? In
pursuit of an answer,
I wrote to Garter
Principal King of
Arms and received
this gracious reply:“Thank you for your
letter regarding the origins of the Badge of the Mercian Regiment. The Regiment
came about as the result of the amalgamation in 2006 of the Cheshire Regiment,
Staffordshire Regiment, and Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters. The new
Regiment adopted, with my predecessor’s approval, the Badge of the old Mercian
Brigade. Whilst the double-headed eagle’s link to Mercia is uncertain, nevertheless
its previous association made the Army’s case more compelling. The Badge is
ensigned with a Saxon Crown which does seem appropriate.
“Sable an Eagle displayed Or is attributed to Leofric, Earl of Chester before the
Conquest in a number of Rolls of Arms (see Dictionary of British Arms Medieval
Ordinary Volume II 1996 page 140) but this eagle has only one head and one doubleheaded eagle is not attributed in the same source to any obviously Mercian
nobleman.”
So it seems that the choice of badge was down to the Army.
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Leslie also sent this picture of a late
19th century Chinese silver card case
by Chincheong (right) from the
catalogue of the sale of the Arthur
Holder Collection in Salisbury last
October. The Dragon is
conventional but the craftsmanship
is superb.

A GLOBULAR GARDEN
DRAGON DECORATION
This fancy fireball was offered for
the reduced price of £529.95 in The
Daily Telegraph’s Bargain Hunter
page last March. Designed by
Brundle Gardener to hold burning
wood or coals, it is made using mild
steel with a rustic iron oxide patina
finish and measures 600mm across,
and is just one of a number of
designs on offer.

Window in the Church of St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames Street, London
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MORE OF LESLIE’S LONDON MONSTERS

Turning from the ecclesiastical to the secular, Leslie found this carved panel on one
of the entrance arcade columns in the inside courtyard of Burlington House, with its
pair of winged lions (below). Not as colourful as stained glass, but powerfully
modelled.

This picture (above) was taken in St Helen’s Church, Bishopsgate, from an
Elizabethan monument of 1576-1590,
and Leslie asks, “What is it?” I do
not know to whom the coat of arms
refers, though no doubt one of our
erudite members could supply the
name, but I can confirm that the
elegant supporting creature is a
Grecian Sphinx, with which we
should now be getting familiar (see
No 186, page 5).
Next (right) is a detail from a window
in the Church of St Edmund, King
and Martyr, in Lombard Street,
showing St George engaging the
Dragon, in memory of bankers killed
in World War One.
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