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This Welsh Dragon seizing a badger, drawn by Daniel Pudles, appeared in The
Guardian for Tuesday 19 January 2010 to illustrate an article by George Monbiot
arguing that the decision by the Welsh Assembly to authorise a cull of badgers in
Wales was a political choice to ingratiate farmers rather than a scientific procedure.
Tuberculosis in cattle is indeed a problem, and infected badgers help to spread the
disease, but evidence shows that whenever a cull takes place some of the remaining
infected badgers simply move into new territory thus spreading the disease to
previously uninfected areas. The answer to the problem lies in better management of
cattle, something that many farmers seem reluctant to undertake. Whatever the
argument, the cartoon is a delight.
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A Cornish Dragon on the badge of St Piran’s School, Maidenhead

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

St Piran was a Cornish saint whose feast day falls on 5th March, and is said to have
arrived from Ireland floating on a millstone. He was chosen as the patron of a boys’
preparatory school in Maidenhead, because he was said to be the patron of all
mischievous boys. The story goes that he was apprenticed to a stone carver in
Ireland, but when left on his own soon found the work of carving millstones very
tedious and devised a method of carving them in wood, painting them with glue and
then rolling them in grit until they looked just like the real thing, but much easier to
make. Having done very well for himself, eventually the grit began to wear off some
of his earlier efforts and he was exposed as a fraud. His punishment was to be flung
off a cliff into the sea with a millstone tied round his neck, but luckily for him it was
one of his own products that was used, so the wooden millstone floated, and the
winds and currents carried him over to Cornwall. Greeted as a performer of miracles
by the Cornish, he played the part well and built a little oratory chapel near the beach
where he had landed, called Perranporth after him to this day. Unfortunately it was a
place of shifting sands and before long the little church was completely buried.
Thinking it wasteful to leave the golden plate and candlesticks unused, Piran dug
down to retrieve them, cheerfully singing away. Just then the bishop came past,
looking for the church, and hearing sacred music coming up from a hole in the
ground, climbed down to investigate, and being very impressed that Piran should
have taken the trouble to dig down into the sand to celebrate mass in a buried church,
made him a saint on the spot.
In a recent television programme, Michael Portillo was shown visiting the spot
where St Piran’s chapel stood, marked with a commemorative stone. Apparently
some hundred or so years ago, the shifting sands had moved away to reveal the little
chapel, which was then thoroughly excavated. An old photograph showed the
building with walls, doors and chancel all intact and only the roof missing. In order
to preserve it, the decision was made to cover it up with sand again, and it has
remained hidden ever since.
St Piran’s School, which I attended in the thirties, was treated in our issue No 27,
for Michaelmas 2002, with the monochrome school badge on the cover taken from
one of the prize books that I had been awarded (they were very generous with prizes
in those days, as I got one for “Industry” and another for “Good Attendance” – at a
boarding school!), embossed in gold on dark blue leather, but as we are now
celebrating the Saint’s Day, I thought it would be good to see it in its full colours (on
the cover, drawn from memory). Alas, the school today, though flourishing, seems to
have abandoned such colourful display and just uses a simple black-on-white version
of it (top right, next page). No legendary link has been found between St Piran and a
2

Tony Jones sent this drawing (right) he had made of a
crouching Dragon that he saw on the gable of the
Warpool Court Hotel, St Davids, some eight years ago.
The dragon is red on a grey gable end. Inside the hotel
is a most remarkable series of Victorian heraldic tiles,
which were featured in The Heraldic Craftsman No 69
(September 2009), with some of them illustrated in
colour.

David Krause sent a clipping from a National Trust newsletter showing the stone
dragons’ heads on the lawns at Wallington that were taken to the North East by Sir
Walter Blackett in the 1760’s when the Alder’s Gate and Bishop’s Gate in London
were demolished, and also a larger picture of a fine modern replica that has been
carved by Peter Graham, a stonemason studying historic stone carving at the City &
Guilds School of Art in London (below).
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The Heraldic Craftsman (No. 71, March 2010) has a tribute to Norman Manwaring
with examples of his work, including Unicorns, Griffins and a Dragon, and also a
picture of the arms of The Police Federation of England & Wales with its fabulous
supporters, a golden winged Lion and a red Dragon with golden bird’s wings. A little
cut of the arms of Sir Robert Peel has a Griffin supporter, while the badge of RAF
Squadron No. 207 has another winged Lion, this time red, statant with white wings.

Dragon, apart from the beast being a generic West Country emblem,
but this one may be seen as the stimulus for my interest in Dracology.
No reason is now known for the choice of a Dragon for the school
badge, but the school had earlier been known as Cordwallis, perhaps a
corruption of Cornwallis (and attended by my father and his elder
brother, whose name appeared on the school’s War Memorial in the
twenties), so some further clues may yet turn up.

CORRESPONDENCE
Jack Campbell-Kease found three engravings in the Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris
that he thought would be of interest. First, No 8, a beast known as the Hyena of the
Gévaudan, described in 1765 as “of the size of a young bull,” not only slaughtering
livestock but reputedly “attacking by preference women and children and drinking
their blood.” Apparently, though rumours abounded, the beast was never actually
seen!

TWO MORE BEASTIES FROM DR DRAKE’S DRAGONOLOGY

Next, a pair of Harpies. No 65 shows “a winged creature of savage appetites and
brutal talons – said to have been discovered at Santa Fe in Peru,” of which stories
circulated in Paris in the mid 1780’s, while No 66 shows a caricature of MarieAntoinette clutching ‘The Rights of Man’ in her claws, which appeared in 1781
during the French Revolution. Note the curious double tails on these Harpies, and the
fact that they have dragons’ rather than birds’ wings, unlike the classic version.
Cockatrice

Basilisk

These delightfully frilly creatures depart somewhat from the traditional versions.
A THREATENING DRAGON?
Plans have been announced for a 135ft steel and glass observation tower topped by an
enormous 75ft high bronze dragon with a wingspan of more than 150ft – bigger than a
Boeing 737 – to stand near the Welsh border at Chirk, either to welcome English
visitors or perhaps frighten them away. At a total height of 210ft, it is set to become
the tallest public artwork in the UK. The six-million-pound project is the brainchild
of Simon Wingett whose aim is to commemorate his father who died of throat cancer
in 1988. He unveiled the project on St David’s Day (1st March) 2010, saying, “The
whole place will be mythology brought to life. The theme is awakening the dragon in
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commonplace. Fred Rumsey is most probably a zoologist, and therefore likely to be
a materialist who would suppose that the mysterious flying creature was actually a
real specimen that had been misidentified by some romantic-minded (or possibly
inebriated) observer who had exaggerated or embroidered what he had actually seen.
Some people suppose that all our fabulous beasts originated in this manner, but it is
still worth while considering how the human imagination has built up legends and
symbolic meanings around these monsters.
A recent HSBC television advertisement showing an angler watching an oriental
boat fisherman had a good shot of a cormorant in flight, and with its long neck
stretched out in front, it did look rather serpentine.

the fight against cancer.” Mr
Wingett, an art dealer from
Erbistock, near Wrexham, intends
to raise the cash through
commercial sponsorship, and
hopes the building work will start
in August, and that the tower will
be open by September next year.
Aled Roberts, leader of Wrexham
Council, said:- “It will not only
celebrate our unique heritage and
culture, it will also boost the local
economy with the creation of jobs
and draw in a huge number of
tourists.” (Details from the Daily
Mail, Tuesday 2 March 2010)
Chirk is where the A5 trunk
road enters Wales from England,
and if this project comes off, it
will be the most spectacular
achievement (see right).

JOURNAL SCAN
Tak Tent (No. 46, January 2010) has a picture of a charming miniature silver Welsh
dragon medal made by Yvonne Holton for the Aberdeen Welsh Society, based on the
design of the Welsh postage stamp (see No 23), as well as a more conventional red
one on the Society President’s neckbadge. Also pictured are new Badges for Officers
at Lyon Court, including a crowned Salamander for Angus Herald Extraordinary
(Robin Orr Blair) and a crowned pair of entwined
Dragon’s Heads for Orkney Herald Extraordinary
(Malcolm Innes of Edingight). A Badge has been
approved for Ormond Pursuivant (Mark Dennis) but
has not yet been illustrated. These badges remain with
the Offices, whoever might hold them from time to
time. The name Ormond is taken from a Scottish
castle, but the Dukes and Earls of Ormond were Irish
Butlers, one of whose badges was the Ormogriff or
“Male Griffin” - but we shall have to wait and see
what the new Pursuivant’s badge is to be.

FEEDBACK ON FLYING
SERPENTS
With regard to the items in No
114 sent in by Ron Fiske,
Bernard Juby contacted the
Natural History Museum in
London and received this reply
from Fred Rumsey at the Angela
Marmont Centre for UK
Biodiversity:“Obviously it is extremely
difficult to suggest an organism
that fits the description given…
My only suggestion is that this
might be a Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carbo), a bird
which has a somewhat reptilian
look, is the right size, and could
fly at that altitude.”
He may well be right, but
what a pity that the wondrous
should be reduced to the

The New Zealand Armorist (No.113, Summer 20092010) has the arms of the Earl of Orford with its
dexter supporter of an heraldic Antelope (right).
The Norfolk Standard (January 2010) illustrates a
vigorous logo of a Dragon under attack (left), and also
has a brief article by Steven Ashley describing a
battered metal livery badge
of an heraldic Antelope
(right), lacking most of its
outer extremities but with
enough remaining to
identify the species. It was
found in the Wymondham
area.
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