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The Arms of Keith Hamylton-Jones painted by Anthony Wood 1991

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We welcome long-standing website member Jorge Luis Rivera III (see No 93). He
writes: “I love your newsletter. It is wonderfully put together.” (Mark will be
pleased!)
Here is what John Vince has to say about this monk:BEDE, THE VENERABLE (673-735)
27th May
Bede is best remembered for his History of the English Church and People, which
is still in print! Most of his life was spent in Northumbria, at Jarrow or
Monkwearmouth. He is the first known writer of prose in the vernacular tongue. His
tomb is in the galilee of Durham Cathedral.
St Paul’s church at Jarrow incorporates part of Bede’s monastery and the adjacent
Bede’s World has a display about his life.

Poitiers, and the arms of Gottfried, Burggraf von Drachenfels with Dragon shield and
crest, from the Armorial of Gelre. The book contains Peter’s working drawings that
he uses to make sure that the arms painted on his miniature knights are always
correct, and he says that there are altogether 28 dragons in its pages, including one on
a Tudor Standard.
Anthony Wood sent, apart from his 1991 painting on the cover
showing the arms of Keith Hamylton-Jones, a photograph of a tiny
one-inch-high ceramic dragon that sits on his mantelpiece with a
wistful expression (right), as well as pictures of some other
intricate little dragons crafted in metal.

And here are some more of the illustrations from “Ramparts” (page 4) :-

THE LORE OF THE LAND
“Nowhere in the world has quite such a colourful collection of myths and legends as
England. Goblins, dragons, mermaids, giants, witches… they’re all lurking in our
imaginations, or perhaps even in that mysterious cave in the woods. Here we present
a selection of our favourites – with the gleeful attribute that no one can prove they’re
not true…”
This was the heading and opening sentence of a double-page spread in The Daily
Telegraph of Saturday 15 May 2010, illustrated with a pictorial map of England, but
evidently derived from the book with the same title (see No 69). They gave
seventeen examples, from which we have selected three here:2. LIVER BIRDS Liverpool (and see No 98)
Liverpudlians dread the day that a town planner decides to alter the position of the
famous Liver Birds on top of the Liver Building beside the Mersey. These birds
deliberately face away from each other because, if they were to look each other in the
eye, they may mate and fly away. And if that happens, Liverpool will cease to exist.
8. MERMAID OF ZENNOR Cornwall (and see Nos 69 & 84)
Sit above Pendour Cove near Zennor and you may hear faint singing on the breeze.
That’ll be Matthew Trewhella. His golden voice as he sang in the village church
attracted the attention of Morveren, a mermaid. She sneaked into the church one day
covering her fishy tail, and Matthew fell instantly in love with her. Ignoring his
mother’s protests, he followed the mermaid back to her watery home.
13. LUDHAM DRAGON Ludham, Norfolk
(and see No 96)
Every night in this village, a dragon came out of his hole in the ground and made a
nuisance of himself. One day the dragon decided to go mischief-making during the
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Cathie Constant visited Libya and came back with lots of pictures of mosaics, one
showing a strange hump-backed crocodile with a duck on its hump, and another with
an engaging Triton or Merman spearing a fish with a four-pronged fork and with two
little pincer-ended limbs springing from his hips.

daytime. A brave local took the chance to roll a
huge stone over the entrance to its lair. Upon its
return, the dragon threw a hissy fit and flew off
to the nearby ruins of St Benet’s Abbey. It was
never seen again (but see right).
BOOK REVIEW
The Magical World of Milligan: Stories and
Poems by Spike Milligan Edited by Norma
Farnes (London, 2009) is a comprehensive
compilation of the written works of this
celebrated entertainer, and includes on page 194
this unusual hybrid –

She has also sent a first-day cover made for the London 2010 Festival of Stamps and
celebrating the Accession of King George V on 6th May 1910, decorated with a
vigorous drawing of St George and the Dragon. (Roger sent one too.)

Peter Greenhill sent copies of a couple of pages from his new publication, Heraldic
Sketchbook, to prove that it did indeed contain some fabulous beasts after I had said
that I had not noticed any on a quick skim through it. See the two details on the back
page, showing the Griffin crest of the Count of Alençon that was seen at the battle of
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This proves that heralds are not the only ones capable of concocting incongruous
compounds. Our thanks go to Roger Seabury for bringing this to our attention.
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FEEDBACK
Roger also discovered that the vigorous St George and the
Dragon logo shown in No 116, page 5, is actually that of The
English Whisky Co Ltd, St George’s Distillery, Roudham,
Norfolk, England’s only registered Malt Whisky distillery,
which sits in a willow field on the bank of the River Thet.
The county of Norfolk produces excellent malt barley which is exported to distilleries
worldwide. James Nelstrop’s family has been growing and milling grain for over 500
years, and he is now producing Malt Spirits and Whiskies for our pleasure.
With reference to the Sopwith Dragon (see No 117), David Vaudrey draws attention
to two other aircraft that carried the ‘Dragon’ name, both small twin-engined
passenger biplanes by de Havilland in the thirties, first the D.H.84 (with square-cut
wings) and then the slightly larger D.H.89 ‘Dragon Rapide’ (with tapered wings).
David remembers “seeing one in actual passenger service taxiing out at Portsmouth”
as late as 1953.
JOURNAL SCAN
Errata – No 117, page 5, line 7, for ‘Heraldic’ read ‘Heraldry.’
The New Zealand Armorist (No. 114 : Autumn 2010) has a tiny Wyvern crest
adorning the splendid arms of Sir Frederick Weld GCMG, taken from Burke’s
Colonial Gentry.
Ramparts: The Magazine of The Friends of Dudley Castle
(May 2010), in an article on Heraldry by Chris Wheatley
illustrating various charges including Dragons, a Unicorn and a
Griffin, has this rather splendid Wyvern (right) as well as the arms
of Iceland with its Dragon supporter (below and see No 112). Our
thanks again to Roger for this.

beasts, starting with Dolphins,
Martlets and Pelicans-in-theirPiety among the arms of the
Bishops of Exeter. Then there is
the crest of Patric Dickinson,
newly promoted to Norroy and
Ulster King of Arms, A male
griffin sergeant gules armed
beaked and rayed Or holding up
a torch azure inflamed proper,
whilst among the arms of new
members are to be found a
Pegasus sejant, a pair of
Dragons passant, a demi-dragon
crest, a Griffin segreant crest
with three Griffins’ heads on the
shield, and a trio of Martlets.
Finally there is an ornamental “T” in the form of an amphisbaenid Wyvern encircling
a portrait of Sir Peter Gwynn-Jones as Garter from the Letters Patent granting arms to
Jorge L. Rivera III (above right).
ANOTHER ODD UNICORN CARTOON from the Daily Mail, 21 April 2010

Somerset Heraldry Society Journal (No
17, Spring 2010) has a picture of the arms
of the Goldsmiths’ Company in colour,
with its pair of golden Unicorn
supporters, taken from the scroll in the
Rogers’ Salt, c.1632.
CORRESPONDENCE
Tak Tent (No. 47, April 2010) has a fine
demi-unicorn crest on the arms of the
Kønning (Cunningham) family as an
example of a Scots armiger as a Danish
noble.
The White Lion Society Newsletter 45
(May 2010) has a wealth of fabulous
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Richard d’Apice e-mailed some pictures of curious creatures from Silvester Petra
Sancta’s De Symbolis Heroicis, 1634, including one with a horse’s head, and old
man’s face on the belly and a cock’s legs and tail, but its significance was hidden in a
Latin text. Others were a winged tortoise and the well-known Capricornian fishtailed goat. Later he sent another showing the temptation of St Antony with hoards of
horrible monsters, said to be by Michelangelo, but very like the Schongauer version
we showed in No 107. Perhaps one copied the other.
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