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St Anne’s Day 2010

Mary Rose Rogers sent this delightful card with the Chinese Good Luck Dragon
(front half only – there was more round the back). For my birthday I was given
several dragon-related items, some of which are too complicated to reproduce here. I
love having your pictures, stories, and news items, but my house is getting a little bit
like a granny house, full of things, and I do not know where to put them all, so please
do not send me any more ornaments, delightful though they may be. I have
occasionally resorted to drawing some of these objects but my skills in this direction
are rapidly fading. Your contributions are much appreciated but there are limits to all
good things,
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Firebirds supporting the Arms used by The Yehudi Menuhin School of Music

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Tony Denning sent this picture of a handsome Grifffin carved in ivory, from the
New Assyrian period (8th-7th Century B.C.), from Nimrud (ancient Kalhu) in
Mesopotamia. He drew attention to the fact that it has lion’s paws on all four legs.

With deep regret we record the death of Richard Hilary Fox, consultant psychiatrist,
old classmate and fellow-founder of the College of Dracology. He was a fount of
quiet wisdom and will be much missed, especially by his ever-helpful wife Doreen
whose grief we share.
Saint Anne is recorded in some of the apocryphal gospels, especially that of St James,
as the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Her feast-day falls on 26th July.
The coat of arms on the cover, after an original by Ron Douglas Lovell, is actually
the achievement of Yehudi Menuhin himself, as is apparent from his peerage coronet
above the shield and his personal honours suspended beneath. For our more
heraldically-minded readers, Ron kindly sent the blazon, as follows:-

Azure four bendlets between as many violin bridges gold.
Crest Out of an eastern crown or inscribed on either side with a crotchet rest a
sharp semi-quaver a flat and a semi-quaver rest sable a pair of cubit arms proper
aupporting a terrestial globe the land vert fimbriated or the sea azure.
Supporters On either side a representation of a firebird a la Benois wings elevated
and addorsed gules beaked and membered with wings tipped or the tail bleu celeste
that to the dexter gorged with a chain or pendant therefrom a hurt fimbriated and
charged with a menorah or the candles argent enflamed proper that to the sinister
gorged with a like chain pendent (sic) therefrom a bezant charged with a
representation of the gypsy flag mon proper the compartment a grassy mound with
bluebells and blue poppies growing therefrom all proper with at the centre thereof a
plough gold.
Motto (in Hebrew) Knowledge, Understanding, Wisdom, Faith, Hope, Charity.
That is a lot to get through, and the meaning of the details can be guessed, but it is
worth it for the splendid firebirds alone. Many thanks to Ron for sharing it all with
us. The Firebird is a spectacular element of Russian folklore, and is perhaps best
known from the ballet by Stravinsky.
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Roland Symons has found another RAF Pegasus, this time
with a crescent to indicate the night-time operations of No
644 Squadron.
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CORRESPONDENCE
David Bowyer sent a selection of dragon-themed cartoon strips, of which we present
a selection:-

KNIGHT ERRANT by John Campbell-Kease
While almost half a day of light remained,
The bright sun warming ramparts to the west,
He came upon the castle, preordained
To grant the fair princess’s one behest –
To kill the fearful dragon. Thus he gained
His shining reputation. Truth be told,
The dragon was quite small, its fiery breath
Had lost its awesome power now it was old.
It went down to its slightly puzzled death
Not knowing that its noble killer, bold
In lays of sundry minstrels still to sing,
Had seldom in his life sought out a fight,
Would rather ride a hundred leagues than bring
Himself to harm; no coward this true knight,
But prudent in his service to his king.
And so he lived his life just as it came,
Taking the profit where the profit lay –
This time, to linger with a royal dame
For many hours, then at break of day
To saddle up and ride off into fame.
(Thanks to Jack for sharing this verse with us.)
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BOOK REVIEW

JOURNAL SCAN

OCEANOLOGY: The True Account of the Voyage of the Nautilus by Zoticus
de Lesseps, 1863 (Dorking, 2009) written by Ms Emily Hawkins and Ms A.J. Wood
and illustrated by Mr Wayne Anderson and others (the name of Dugald Steer does not
appear, but this is in the same series as his Dragonology books) is an ingenious take
on the story of Captain Nemo’s adventures. It contains a useful amount of
information on the oceans, their physical geology and the flora and fauna to be found
therein, and concludes with an apocryphal letter bequeathing this notebook to one
Jules Verne, an up-and-coming author in Paris, in the hope that he might find it
handy.
The only bit relevant to our studies is a tiny book-within-the-book inserted in a
page devoted to the creatures of the Mariana Trench, entitled “Mythical Beasts of the
Deep” reading as follows:KRAKEN
Sailors have long told tales of the mighty kraken – an enormous sea
creature that lurks in the very depths of the ocean, resembling the giant
squid in appearance. The kraken has been said to attack ships both with
its powerful tentacles and with its ability to create whirlpools that drag
ships down into the depths.
LEVIATHAN
The terrifying leviathan is said to be the world’s largest creature,
lurking in the deepest, darkest waters in the form of an enormous
crocodile. Legends tell of a bright light that dangles from the firebreathing monster’s head to attract whales as prey, which it can
swallow in a single gulp.
SEA SERPENT
For hundreds of years, seafarers have reported sightings of various sea
serpents – enormous, snakelike creatures that weave and arc through
the waves. They are believed to live in deep underwater caverns, from
where they come to the surface to find food and cause mischief for
mariners.
SCYLLA & CHARYBDIS
These two notorious monsters were first described by the ancient
Greeks. Scylla is a loathsome six-headed serpent that is said to pluck
sailors from the decks of ships, dragging them into a watery grave,
while Charybdis is a powerful whirlpool, personified as a female
monster, that sucks vessels to their doom.

The Heraldry Gazette (No 116, June 2010) which came in July, the delay being no
fault of the Editor, who had it ready on time, does indeed contain three French
Salamanders. The badge of King Francis I at the Chateau du Blois is flanked by the
civic arms of Fontainbleu and of Le Havre, each charged with the same creature.
Also in the issue are two Griffins from a pair of hatchments in St Leonard’s Church,
Deal, and a number of Unicorns and a delightful Welsh Dragon from various Royal
arms.

Gonfanon (Vol 21, No 2, Summer 2010) starts with a passing reference to the
Queen’s Beasts (the Unicorn is pictured) which will attend the Annual Dinner of the
RHSC in Ottawa, but the main interest for us is the solution to the puzzle of the odd
hybrids that we reported in No 117. The Chinese Dragon forepart with an
Albertosaurus rear that supports the arms of Lieutenant Governor Norman Lim
Kwong of Alberta is blazoned as a “Lim Dragon” (below left) while the SwanGazelles support the arms of the Ballet de Quebec (below right). I must give my
opinion that such intellectual composites, though undoubtedly appropriate to their
setting, can hardly be regarded as genuine fabulous beasts because there are no fables
about them and nobody believes that they actually existed, unlike Dragons, Griffins,
Unicorns and the like. Although the Ballet pair do have a certain grace, I find the
Dragon-Dinosaurs rather hideous, though I am sure that the Honourable Norman
Kwong finds them quite attractive.

It would have been helpful to have some provenance for these legends, as the
details differ from what we had previously supposed. For instance, Leviathan was
generally thought to be a giant whale rather than a crocodile, but we should not
quibble, as these notes are a small sideline in the book that is on the whole very
instructive as well as being amusing.
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