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Unicorn and Heraldic Antelope with the arms of the Borough of Craigavon

This Borough was formed by the merger of Portadown and Lurgan, County Armagh,
NI. Neither of the two existing boroughs were very pleased at their merger, and the
new town called Craigavon that was built between them was largely ignored and
became a bit of a cultural desert. It is a good example of political involvement with
the community, as is well expressed in the coat of arms.

Issued 6 March 2011 by Ralph Brocklebank, Orland, Church Avenue, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QS

Website:- www.dragonlore.co.uk E-mail:- ralph@dragonlore.co.uk

8

A curious Centaur carved in high relief
with a flat back.

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We welcome Derek and Val Norton to the College.
St Fridolin, whose feast day falls on 6th
March, was the Abbot of Säckingen in the
7th century. Legend has it that he was born
in Ireland and was one of the very first
missionaries to bring Christianity to the
German peoples. He travelled widely and
is to be seen to this day on the arms of the
Swiss canton of Glarus (right, modern
version above, 1483 version below), where
he is the Patron Saint. Although it is
claimed that he rid several areas of wild
beasts, they were not said to be fabulous,
unless the Alpine tetzelwurm were
included, and may indeed have referred to
the wild men that he converted to the True
Faith.

This odd Centaur on the cover with the
head of a human but without his upper
body, made of wood with a polychrome
finish, may have been a tavern sign, and is
coming up for auction at Bonhams on 29th
March, expected to sell for around a
thousand pounds. Our thanks to Richard
d’Apice for bringing it to our notice.
Close attention to the detail of the body
suggests that it is a bull’s rather than a
horse’s, so correctly it should be described
as a Bucentaur, and these often had the
man’s head attached directly to the bull’s
neck, as we have seen before, in No 74.
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Eve Kaye sent this unusual photograph of a mosaic Seahorse on the floor of the
Vatican, taken by her daughter Sandra Kennedy from a precarious perch during a
visit to Rome.
Una Lewers purloined this little advertisement (right) from a back-number of the
magazine This England in a dentist’s waiting room. It was the first time she had
seen a picture of such a flag, let
alone the flag itself, and wondered
whether I was familiar with it. In
fact it is just as new to me as it was
to her, and I would be interested to
know if any of our readers have ever
come across it. Some time ago we
had quite a correspondence about
the White Dragon Flag of the Anglo
-Saxons (see No 75), one flagmaker
claiming that he sold more of them
than all the other national flags
together, but it must be said that
there was very little if any evidence
of their appearance in public,
whereas St George’s flags are rife,
not to mention the saltires of St
Andrew and Red Welsh Dragons.
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The Heraldic Craftsman No 75, March 2011 has
some rather stylish Wyverns in the Eglinton arms
(right), the Ancient Griffin that we saw in No 120, p
7, and then the article on the Caladrius that we
borrowed in our last issue. Next is a long piece on the
Queen’s Beasts as treated by different artists,
including a Griffin, a Unicorn and a couple of Welsh
Dragons, and one should never overlook the Editor’s
own Sea-Unicorn.

SOME ANCIENT WELSH DRAGONS
A newspaper clipping headed “One of the jewels of Welsh civilisation made
available online for the first time” has been sent in by Tony Jones. To coincide with
the 3rd March referendum on law-making powers, the National Library of Wales has
digitised copies of the 1000-year-old laws codified by King Hywel Dda, which also
includes unique drawings, two of them reproduced here. Although Hywel Dda died
in the year 950, none of these surviving manuscripts are earlier than the second
quarter of the 13th century.

The Heraldry Gazette No 119 March 2011 has a
fine array of fabulous beasts, starting with a royal
Unicorn for Prince William, then Clive Alexander’s
Griffin crest, two Cockatrices, a Dolphin and a two-headed lion for some
Birmingham hospitals, a fantastic Griffin crest for The Institute of Heraldry of the
U.S.Army, a two-headed Eagle on the arms of Clayesmore School and another carved
in stone from Nuremberg, a delightful Wyvern misericord from Hereford Cathedral
entitled “Don’t sit on me or I could bite you where it hurts,” a French Salamander and
a Naval Mermaid, and finally three examples of the Sands-Cox Griffin crest. The
Editor is certainly one of us.
CORRESPONDENCE

Tony Jones sent a copy of this superb painting of the Welsh Dragon and a Winged
Lion supporting the arms of the County Council of South Glamorgan (above) where
he lives, but not this time his own work.
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some chosen samples below), but I am not sure whether they count as fabulous beasts,
as most of them betray a quasi-human base (head at the top of an upright body, four
limbs and so on). Of course there is no reason why authors should not continue to
invent strange life-forms, as we have the Jabberwock, the Quangle-Wangle and the
Push-me-pull-you from the past, and this book is full of imaginative creatures. It also
has a lot of useful information about the real extra-terrestial world – the solar system,
galaxies and distant stars – and is a bundle of fun. I only hope that it will not mislead
any gullible young people to confuse delightful imaginative fantasy, which we enjoy,
with true reality, which we should respect.

AN IRANIAN MONSTER

This fearsome statue of a horned Lion-Griffin is from the 5th or 6th century AD, either
Sassanian or post-Sassanian. Apart from the wings, there is nothing of a aquiline
nature in this beast, but it is not one that would be a welcome presence in one’s
dream.

BOOK REVIEW
Alienology by Dugald Steer (Dorking, 2010) is the latest volume in the series which
started with the very successful Dragonology. Supposedly a handbook instructing
prospective space-cadets about extra-terrestial life, it parallels the Star Trek world
without actually copying any of it. Many strange forms of life are illustrated (see
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JOURNAL SCAN
The Midland Ancestor Vol 17 No 1, March 2011, marks the return
of Bernard Juby, who kicks off with a piece of French Heraldry (he
now lives in France) illustrated by various shields, one featuring a
Dragon (right) and others showing a Mermaid and a couple of
dracocidal heroes, St Michael and St George, and then follows up with
an article on Hospital Arms with a picture of a Nurses’ Badge in which
may be discerned by the sharp-eyed a Dolphin and a Wyvern.
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