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This painting by Heather Child is from the book The Armorial Bearings of the
GUILDS of LONDON by John Bromley and Heather Child (London, 1960). Note
the three Dolphins naiant embowed in pale (which are fabulous) between two pairs of
stockfishes in saltire (which are not). The Dolphins, and the keys of St Peter, were on
the arms of the Fishmongers before 1512 when they merged with the
Stockfishmongers..
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A 15th-century lead pilgrim’s badge of
St George slaying the dragon.

CORRESPONDENCE

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Christopher Howse, writing in the Daily Telegraph, says that because 23rd April this
year falls on the Saturday between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, the ecclesiastics
of both the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches in Britain have suggested that the
feast of Saint George should be celebrated on Monday 2nd May, but supposes that few
people will take heed. We certainly shall not. Nevertheless, his
column makes some interesting points, and includes this little
woodcut (right) made in 1917 by Eric Gill. His final paragraph
runs thus:- “English people are no longer frightened to celebrate
St George’s Day patriotically, which means doing no work but
drinking more than usual. This, they feel, should not be the
prerogative of the BNP. But not many will think to honour their
patron in church on May 2, even though it is a bank holiday.”
The picture on the cover is from an exhibition in the British Museum called
Treasures of Heaven, opening on 23rd June and including the world’s largest
collection of Christian relics, many of them lent by the Vatican.
A Chromatic Salamander

Marc Van de Cruys sent this woodcut of St George, so it had to go in. No
provenance or other details, but perhaps some reader can identify it.

We have shown many Salamanders, but never before in colour. Steve Slater sent
this card entitled:- “LES MERVEILLES DU VAL DE LOIRE, “La Salamandre”,
emblème du Roi François 1er.”
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Stephen Clackson responded instantly to John Uncles’ query about the Lindt
trademark (No 124, p 8) and said that a little research
revealed the following Lindt Familienwappen (family
coat of arms) in the Berner Wappenbuch 1932:“Schrägrechts geteilt von Silber an der Teilung
schreitender geflügelter schwarzer Lindwurm mit zwei
Löwenfussen der rotes Feuer speit, und von Rot drei
silbernen Pfählen.”
I think we all know what a Lindworm is. They are
common in continental heraldry and in English church
carvings, but do not seem to have entered into our
heraldry.
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NORWICH CATHEDRAL DRAGON TRAIL

MERMAIDS

Tony Sims found a delightful little booklet titled as
above, and subtitled “Sixteen dragons for you to find,
of every colour, shape and kind.” They are drawn and
coloured in, with little verse clues to help you find
them in the Cathedral. Some of them we have seen
before in these pages (though not in colour) but this
one from a window in the north transept is relevant for
today.

Brian Wright has
sent this photograph
(right) of a 25cm
‘mermaid fossil’ and
says “I have always
had a bit of a soft
spot for mermaids”
with this
background
information:“In Britain
traditions of
Mermaids go back to the time of the Celts when they were frequently regarded as
monsters, hungry for the lives of men. For a long time they have been pictured as
beautiful young women with fish tails who often hold a mirror in one hand and a
comb in the other to groom their long hair which, when they are swimming, floats like
the finest seaweed behind them.
Although a mermaid is usually described as a ‘half-human being, with the head
and trunk of a woman and the tail of a fish’, a better description would be part-fairy,
part-fish. They are not only found in the sea, but there are fresh water examples. One
of the mermaid’s best-known magical attributes is the granting of wishes in return for
her freedom when caught in fishermen’s nets or surprised when resting on a rock.
Curiously, many mermaids were regarded as being very knowledgeable about herbs
and their uses, and would, as a gift, pass this knowledge on to their rescuer. While it
may seem strange for a water fairy to have a knowledge of herbs and healing, this
suggests that they were originally a Celtic goddess. The sacred healing wells and
waters of the Celts were later adopted by Christians as healing wells dedicated to
various saints.
Mermaids (and Mermen) were used as supporters on the coat of arms of the
Worshipful Company of Fishmongers whose coat of arms was granted on 19th
October 1512 by Sir Thomas Wriothesley, Garter King of Arms and Thomas Benolt,
Clarenceux King of Arms. The supporters and motto was granted by Robert Cooke,
Clarenceux King of Arms on 17th December 1575.” (See the back page)

JOURNAL SCAN
The Bookplate Journal (Spring 2011), apart from
some rather inelegant double-headed eagles on the
arms of the Browne and Barlow families, has this very
Teutonic bookplate with a query as to its provenance
(below), again appropriate for this issue.

Of course, Brian is quite right that mermaids were fairy folk, undines or waterspirits, and could not therefore have had skeletons. Even if by trickery they achieved
a human semblance with legs (which always gave them much pain), when they died
they dissolved back into water. It is noteworthy that they were regarded as cruel in
the days when people were largely land-bound and knew the sea only as an area of
terror and grief, but when as seafarers they had got to know the oceans better,
manageable though still awesome, mermaids were seen in a kindlier light, even if they
were prone to deceptions.
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MORE DECEPTION
SOME EAST EUROPEAN CENTAURS
Brian also sent this photograph of an object
said to be the skull of a Dragon. Ingenious, if
not entirely convincing. He has this object,
about 31cm long, in his collection.

Jan Keuzenkamp sent the arms of three municiplities in Eastern Europe which all
had a Centaur shooting with his bow and arrow at the serpent’s head at the end of his

BACK TO LOCH NESS

own tail. I have not seen this feature on any western Centaur, so it is worthy of note.
First is the shield of the town of Siesikai in the Republic of Lithuania, based on the
coat-of-arms of the Siesikis family. Next, from the centre of Belarussia, the arms of
the municipality of Starya Dorogy. Third, also from Belarussia, the arms of the
district (rayon) of Golschany Oschmianskogo in the province (Oblast) Grodno near
the frontier with Lithuania.

CANADIAN CULTURE

Cathie Constant recently came across this mural (above) by Eugenia Vronskaya in
the oratory of the Castle of Aldourie in Inverness-shire, on the shores of Loch Ness,
depicting the scene when Saint Columba met and
subdued the Monster. (See Country Life 26
January 2011.) And while on the subject of sea
monsters, she also found this picture of Jonah
and the whale (left) from a booklet on English
Delft Tiles by Arnold Page (Bristol, 1975), with
this quotation:- “Now the Lord had prepared a
great fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited
out Jonah upon the dry land.” In this picture of
the scene, Jonah looks none the worse for his
ordeal.
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Hugh Antrobus went to
Banff in Canada for some
skiing, and on the shores of
Lake Louise saw some ice
sculptures, of which this
very oriental-looking
dragon, floodlit at night,
was his favourite.
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