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Dave Freeman sent this card showing the Haida Eagle “GHUUT” fashioned in
copper by one of Canada’s foremost artists, Bill Reid (1920-1998). Note the faces in
the wings and tail of the Eagle, which enhance its fabulous status. The original is
with metallic copper which glistens in the sunlight, but is impossible to reproduce in
print. Nevertheless this version gives a good idea of the splendour of Bill Reid’s
creation.
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Fish-Eagle or Sea-Griffin
in the arms of the Herrschaft Usedom in MecklenburgVorpommern by Carl-Alexander von Volborth (1996)

CORRESPONDENCE

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Boniface was born at Crediton, Devon, in the late seventh century. He received his
early education at Nursling, Hampshire, and while he was still a young man he was
summoned to Rome and was ultimately created a bishop. Boniface was sent to
convert the pagans in Hesse and Thuringia, and became the Archbishop of Mainz, but
on 5th June 754 he was slain by the pagans, and his followers buried him in the old
cathedral at Fulda, Germany. The date of his martyrdom, 5th June, remains as his
feast day. He was yet another Briton revered to this day by Christians in Germany.
Compare the Sea-Griffin on the cover with the arms of Admiral Lord Jellicoe (see
Nos 33 and 39) which occurs in two versions, with and without wings.
Tony Jones did send us his drawing of the Welsh Dragon before (see No 47}, but
now we can show his fully coloured painting of it with a shield bearing a version of
the arms of Llywelyn the Great (d. 1240), Prince of Wales, hung around his neck.
These arms are now used as an inescutcheon on the arms of the current Prince of
Wales, and there are those who would like to see it as the fourth quarter of the Royal
Arms (when Wales has been elevated to the status of a Kingdom!). See also no 111.
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Brian Peter Berlanny of
Portsmouth, writing in The
Daily Mail of 6 May:“Years ago, my wife and I
visited Scotland for the
first time. We stopped on
the west side, half way up
Loch Lomond, and took
this photograph (above) looking north towards the Great Glen. Imagine our surprise
when we had our film developed and there appeared an image of the Loch Ness
Monster clearly visible in the sky. A close examination revealed it was, in fact, a
seagull in flight.”
Cathie Constant sent a home-made card
embellished with this attractive Chinese
Dragon and accompanied by other
delights (right).
Una Lewers sent several newspaper
clippings among which was this picture
of a little statue of Saint Margaret
escaping from the Dragon that had eaten
her (below right) and another of a
Gargoyle at the Basilica of Santa Croce
in Lecce (below left).
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JOURNAL SCAN

AN HERALDIC ANTELOPE

Tak Tent No 51 (April 2011) has the Glynn Sealion crest (several times, for different
members of the family) and a handsome embroidered Unicorn from Stirling Castle.
The White Lion Society Newsletter 49 (May 2011) – now all in colour – has two of
Roland Symons’ charts of the arms of all the Bishops of Salisbury and of Rochester,
among which may be found several Griffins and Griffins’ heads, Dolphins, Martlets,
a two-headed Eagle and some Pelicans in their Piety. Also shown is John BrookeLittle’s Sable Unicorn crest and heads on his shield.
Gonfanon (Spring 2011) has a few Martlets, a little Red Dragon on a Welsh flag and
a rather cute Dolphin on the pennant of the Canadian Coastguard Auxiliary amongst a
host of non-fabulous birds and beasts.
The Heraldic Craftsman No 76 (June
2011) has a few Welsh Dragons
supporting Tudor Royal Arms on pub
signs, some mistakenly shown as
Wyverns, a flat-footed red Wyvern on
the arms of the now-extinct Amersham
Rural District Council (which may
have given the clue for the mistakes),
and Snawdoun Herald’s Unicorn Head
badge (as seen in our No 123).
The Midland Ancestor (June 2011)
has an article on “The Flying Fish in
Heraldry” which is based on a piece
which appeared in our No 25. The
figures are rather compressed, so here
are the Brockdorff arms in their true
proportions (right).
The Heraldry Gazette No 120 (June
2011) as always starts off with a pair
of black Unicorns supporting the arms
of the Society, then, in an article on
“Heraldry at Yale” shows a splendid
carved Yale’s head and a statue said to
be a Yale but looking very like a twohorned Unicorn. Lots of Martlets
figure in a piece discussing the Orle
versus the voided escutcheon, while an article on Flemish Heraldry has several
Griffins and a pair of Dragons each being subdued by a figure of St Michael.
6

Sometimes one comes across a line drawing so beautifully done that one can forgive
it the lack of colour. Such is this picture of the Antelope badge of the later Staffords,
Dukes of Buckingham, drawn by John Hawes, from “Heraldry and the heralds” by
Rodney Dennys (London, 1982).
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BOOK REVIEWS
Strangely, after noting the
curious centaurs from
Eastern Europe in our last
issue, yet another one
turns up in the Historical
Sketch and Armorial of
the Canadian
Association of the
Sovereign Military
Order of Malta by
Robert Pichette with
illustrations by John J.
Fitxpatrick Kennedy
(Toronto, 2003), in the
arms of Karol M.
Giedroyc as registered
with the Heraldic
Department in Imperial
Russia, St Petersburg, 3
December 1880, for the
Princes Giedroyc from
whom the Canadian
member is directly
descended. These arms
(right) are blazoned
Argent, a Hippocentaur
passant reguardant, its
horse parts bearded and
crined Sable, its human
parts Proper, holding in its arms a bow and arrow pointing at its tail in the form of a
serpent Vert.
Other fabulous beasts included amongst the arms illustrated are a Winged Lion
with a halo, for St Mark, an Heraldic Tyger crest, a demi-Unicorn crest and a Griffin
in chief. We are grateful to John Kennedy for sending this interesting and superbly
illustrated book, the line drawings being left clear of hatching so that they may be
coloured in.

The Dragon’s Apprentice by Dugald A. Steer (Dorking, 2011) is the third volume in
the series that we reviewed in No 114, taking the two children further into the world
of living dragons, all in the style of Victorian adventure stories with a picture to
every chapter drawn by Nick Harris (see sample opposite). A fourth volume is
promised.
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The Dragon Scramasax asking Mr Anderson the whereabouts of her son Torcher,
while Beatrice Cook intervenes to save him from a possible scorching.
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