Ron Fiske has sent three curious monograms, each with added dragons’ heads and
wings, and wonders whether any of our readers “can decipher the initials and,
perhaps, even the owners.” I should point out that they are not all the right way
round.
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A WOODEN DRAGON
Driving through France, on
the road between Legets
and Thonon, Dan and
Miriam Dyoss saw a
curious pile of logs and
getting closer they realized
that it had been made in the
shape of a dragon, so,
thinking of us, they stopped
and took a couple of
pictures, and here they are.
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Griffins in the Arms of the Worshipful Company of Grocers

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Oswald was St Dunstan’s successor as Bishop of Worcester. He later became
Archbishop of York and held both dioceses together. The important monastery at
Ramsey, Cambridgeshire, was founded by him. His effigy appears on the west front
at Wells Cathedral. He died in 992, and is the only saint commemorated on 29
February (though in non-leap years this is usually done on the 28th).
The picture on the cover is another illustration from the magnificent “MASTERS’
BADGES of the City of London Livery Companies” by Richard Goddard, reviewed
in No 132. The badge was designed and made by David Thomas in 1970 from red,
yellow and white gold. The outer frame was constructed from spices cast in gold –
caraway and colunji, isal-gul, cumin, tukma and mustard – interspersed with
diamonds to emphasise their preciousness. Note the crest of a camel, the means by
which spices were carried from the orient to the seaports on the Mediterranean.
The Whitby Wyrm King (Picture by Alex von Volborth)
In ancient legend, during the building of the first Whitby Abbey in AD 657, the
founder, Abbess Hild was said to be responsible for disturbing a giant Firedrake that
had laid low in the moors from Ravenscar to Streonsalh (Whitby). Hild exorcised the
holy grounds and
banished the dragon to the
raging seas. Every seven
years, under a full moon,
the wyrm returned to reap
its revenge, clawing still
more of the cliff on which
the abbey sits, bringing it
ever closer to the
precipice and the
beckoning sea.

Another article, on the use of arms in British Columbian courtrooms by
C.S.T.Mackie, shows the Unicorn supporting “the arms borne by the Sovereign in
right of Canada” and also the arms of the Federal Court of Canada, granted 10
December 2007, with its pair of winged sea-caribou supporters, one male and one
female, both raven-winged and salmon-tailed, thus combining land, sea and air
creatures native to Canada. Whereas they have only a small half-tone reproduction of
these arms, we are able to show you a fully coloured version (below), thanks to
Gonfanon (see Dragonlore No
111). The blazon reads:
Or on a Canadian pale Sable in
chief three scrolls two in saltire
one in pale Or bound by a
ribbon chequy Or and Sable.
Crest: Issuant from a coronet of
maple leaves and fleurs-de-lys a
balance Or. Supporters: Two
sea-caribou Or that to the
dexter male that to the sinister
female both with wings and
tarsi Sable and set on a cloth
chequy Or and Sable above a
bar wavy Or.
The Canadians do love their
curious hybrids, every one fully
symbolic, of course.
CORRESPONDENCE
John Campell-Kease sent this delightful chap-book picture of Guy Earl of Warwick
battling with a Dragon (below), and has determined that the Earl is most probably
Guy de Beauchamp (c1270-1315).

From the Alchemy Gothic
Calendar for February
2012.
Note that erosion of the
cliffs all along the east
coast is still a problem
today.
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JOURNAL SCAN

AN IRISH OUROBOROS

The Coat of Arms No 222 (“Autumn 2011” but it came in January 2012) illustrates
an article by Andrew Marsden on re-branding British Airways, with the arms granted
in 1975 to the British Airways Board and transferred by Royal Licence in 1985 to
British Airways plc (below). This is from the College of Arms record in which
helmet and mantling are omitted for reasons of economy.

Also shown is the ‘recrafted’ version to be used in their current
advertising campaign (right). If one disregards what looks like a
border to the shield, this is substantially the same arms, though
there is now much greater emphasis on the wings of the Pegasus
and the Winged Lion supporters, perhaps to stress the phrase
“We Fly” in the motto.
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This elegant design engraved on a silver salver, hallmarked Dublin 1809, maker
Robert Breading, is evidently not a genuine heraldic coat of arms as the coronet is of a
form unknown to British or European aristocracy. The celestial crown adorned with
Irish shamrocks may well have had some significance, as would the Ouroboros
beneath three stars and a sun, possibly to some esoteric group. The fact that the salver
has now been put up for sale suggests that the group is no longer extant. If anybody
can supplant speculation with information, we should be most grateful, as we are to
John Allen for heading this item in our direction.
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SOME EDINBURGH CHIMERA by Yvonne Holton, Dingwall Pursuivant
ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND STATIONERY WAREHOUSE
WEST REGENT STREET, EDINBURGH
For a long time now, I have been fascinated by the carvings on this now neglected
building very close to HM New Register House in Edinburgh where the Lord Lyon
has his offices. It is situated just behind buildings at the East end of Princes Street.
At the moment it is painted in a modern dull grey paint and it presents a neglected
spectacle on a zig-zag rear mews lane behind the popular Guildford Arms pub. I am
indebted to David Allan, my colleague and fellow artist at the Lyon Office for taking
the photographs from which I have worked these few drawings.
It was built in 1864 by George Beattie & Son for Cowans the papermakers. It then
became the Royal Bank of Scotland’s stationery warehouse and at present its lower
levels are used for garaging. Alexander Cowan (1775-1859) was a well known and
respected businessman and whose philanthropy mainly benefited the people of
Penicuik in Midlothian, Scotland. His son Charles Cowan (1801-1889) was a
politician and also a papermaker.
Described in The Buildings of Scotland, Edinburgh edition, as ‘Venetian Gothic in a
Ruskinian spirit, and with real feeling for the style’ it displays a richly decorated
exterior with bas-relief portraits of the Cowans by William Brodie on the front
entrance as well as a multitude of stone carvings of flowers, foliage, shells, angels
and animals in the spandrels on the ground, first and second floors. A polychromatic
decorative scheme on the exterior is just about discernable through years of city
generated grime. It encompasses the use of Gothic arches inspired by Byzantine and
Moorish architectural influences that characterise the style and which were favoured
and reflected in the work of John Ruskin and other 19th Century artists involved in the
wider Gothic revival movement in Victorian architecture.

(1)

(2)

Some Edinburgh Chimera
drawn by Yvonne Holton

The carvings of animals include amusing images such as a squirrel in an oak branch,
a snake in rushes, a dog chasing a bird among foliage and a bird chasing a frog in
flowers. Other images show a goat’s head with neck and hooves, a wolfhound’s
head, an eagle with outstretched wings and a ram’s head. The variety of themes
depicted on over 60 carvings is beguiling. However, I managed to pick out four
chimera out of this array of sculptural exuberance. Two are of winged dragons with
lion’s heads with one showing a fishlike tail (1 & 2, opposite). There is a winged
serpent within a grape vine (3) and the other is a strange bush baby like animal also
with a fish’s tail (4).
It would be worth anyone visiting the Lyon Office taking ten minutes or so out of
their day just to have a look.
(We have twelve members in Scotland, seven of them with Edinburgh post codes.
Apart from Yvonne, I wonder if any of them have spotted these beauties.)
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(3)

(4)
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