Leslie Hodgson sent a card with this spectacular Dragon designed by Jane Crowther.
He liked the mischievous glint in its eye. The original has glistening gold and
sparkling scales in different colours which we cannot reproduce here, but are quite
delightful when the original is tilted different ways in the light.
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St Cuthbert’s Day 2012

Pegasus and Winged Lion in the Arms of British Airways

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Saint Cuthbert was Bishop of Lindisfarne where he died in 687 AD. His feast day
falls on 20 March, and his story was told in No 58 (20 March 2005).
The medal-like picture on the cover is part of the advertising programme for British
Airways. We showed a black-and-white miniature of it in No 134, but it looks better
in colour and at a decent size (and thanks to Leslie Hodgson for suggesting this).

The Heraldic Craftsmen has been delayed because of the hospitalisation of its
Editor, Pete Taylor. While we wish him a full recovery, we can understand that he
wishes to relinquish the editorship. Since the Craft Members are all busy earning
their livings in a field for which much hard work produces relatively little return, it
has been difficult to find a successor. With any luck, one of the Associate Members
will be able to take on this task and continue the excellent work that Pete has been
doing for a good many years. We have from time to time featured pictures from the
pages of the Craftsmen, and some of our items have also appeared in their pages, to
our mutual benefit. It is to be hoped that such arrangements will be able to continue
in the future, and we already have some suggestions for a new Editor to consider. If
any of our members can come forward with offers of suitable material, they would be
warmly welcomed. You do not have to be an expert, only an enthusiast.

CORRESPONDENCE

BOOK REVIEW
Apusskidu: Songs for Children chosen by Beatrice Harrop, Peggy Blakely and
David Gadsby with Drawings by Bernard Cheese (London, 1975/1986) has all the old
favourites and some lesser-known ones, complete with piano and guitar parts, but my
attention was drawn to the song “Maggon, the bad-tempered dragon” which goes like
this:Once there was a dragon,
A bad tempered dragon,
Maggon the Dragon was his name.
Lived inside a cavern
On top of a mountain.
People could see his smoke and flames.
Maggon the Dragon
The bad tempered dragon
Liked eating cows and bulls and sheep,
And all through the daytime
He had such a gay time
But when night came couldn’t sleep.

MERMAIDS
This Matt cartoon from The Daily Telegraph of
22 Dec 1906 had this caption:
“I’ve heard sailors talk about a mythical creature
they call a ’cod’”
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Bernard Juby found this monster in Metz, called the Graouilly and said to have been
tamed by Clément, the first Bishop of Metz.
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JOURNAL SCAN

WOODLAND MONSTERS

The Norfolk Standard (January 2012) has on the cover a picture of the achievement
from the grant of arms to Thomas Venables in 1560 of which we show here just the
crest. The blazon for this is worth repeating:-

We seen have standing trees carved into
dragons before, from Wales, but here are a
few such sculptures that have appeared in a
wood in Knaresborough, North Yorkshire
(from The Daily Telegraph, 22 February
2012), one of which at least is a dragon, and
another a fearsome monster. The kingfisher
chasing fish is too good to leave out. They
each stand about twelve feet high. The
pictures are attributed to Glen Minikin.
A COMMEMORATIVE CLOCK

The creste uppon thelme A Dragon sylver skalyd and percyd throwe with A arrowe
golde headyd and fetheryd sylver Devowringe A Chylde charnell hearyd golde sett on
a Wyer or Wylson to take fyshe in sylverbanded blew on A wrethe Whyte blew and
rede mantelled gewles Lyned sylver bottoned golde as more plainly apperythe
Depicted in this mergent.
A similar Dragon on a green field appears in the third of six quarters on the shield
and is said to be an augmentation to commemorate the slaying of the Moston Dragon,
well known in folklore and legend.
This issue also has a photograph of four of our distinguished members standing with
their President, Sir Henry Paston-Bedingfield Bt. Norroy and Ulster King of Arms.
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This fantastic object, (right) made to
commemorate the Year of the Dragon, is Le
Dragon et la Perle du Savoir by Parmigiani
(from The Daily Telegraph, Tuesday 6 March
2012). This was illustrating an article telling
how European clock and watch makers are
beginning to explore (or exploit) the Chinese
market where there are some very rich people
looking for outstanding investments.
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SOME EUROPEAN HERALDIC MONSTERS

Next the arms of the municipality of La Orotava (Tenerife, Spain) with its fierce
Dragon supporters, and lastly the Phoenix in the arms of the City of Dagda, the only
fabulous creature he could find in the heraldry of Latvia.

Jan Keuzenkamp has sent another selection of pictures from the armorial zoo,
starting with the arms of the Dutch family Van Brienen, who were evidently keen on
Unicorns.

Then a pair from Aosta in Italy,
the arms of the municipalities of
Hône (left) and Rhêmes-SaintGeorges (right) each with their
version of the George-andDragon theme.
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Jan also sent a picture of
the arms of the City of
Penticton in British
Columbia, Canada, whose
sinister supporter is the
Lake Monster called
Ogopogo, which we dealt
with quite fully in Number
34, though this depiction of
it is rather different from
those we have seen before.
Jan notes that “The
municipal heraldry of
British Columbia is very
rich and interesting
indeed.” The Canadians
do go in for complicated
compartments, full of
significant details, often
with more symbols than
the whole of the rest of the
achievement.

5

