CORRESPONDENCE
Christopher Lewers spent part of his National
Service with the Dorsetshire Regiment and sent
the cap-badge (which he had kept) because it has
a little Sphinx on top of it. This badge was
mentioned but not illustrated in Number 2, so
now Guy has photographed it for us (he also took
the picture of the saucer on the cover of Number
133). In British Army usage, the Sphinx
represents service in Egypt while the Castle and
Key, the main element in this badge, stands for
service in Gibraltar, which was captured in 1704
by forces under the command of Admiral Sir
George Rooke and finally ceded to Britain in 1713 by the Treaty of Utrecht, though
the Spanish still claim sovereignty over it, ignoring the principle of self-determination
agreed by the United Nations.
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Roger Seabury went to
Hereford in the county
renowned for its real ales,
and was not too surprised to
find a pub called the Green
Dragon displaying this very
presentable emblem (right).
In fact, Green Dragons are
to Herefordshire what the
Draig Goch is to Wales,
and our own masthead is
one such. As a boy I was
taken on a tour of the
Cathedrals and Castles of
the Marches by my father
and we stayed a night in the
Green Dragon in Hereford
before proceeding on to
Ludlow (staying at the
Feathers) and thence by
Harlech and Conway to
Bangor, Beaumaris and
Carnarvon – marvellous
memories!
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Wyvern in the Badge granted to Stephen Hartland Esq
painted by John Ferguson

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Aspects of Heraldry Number 26 2012, in an article by Vernon Rolls on The Arms
of the Dukes of Leeds, has no fewer than six examples of these arms from different
periods, including this one (below) from a cigarette card and the only one in colour,
with their Griffin and Heraldic Tyger supporters and some with Tyger and Dolphin
crests.

Saint Alphege of Canterbury was born in 953 AD, and was a monk in Deerhurst in
the diocese of Worcester. He founded the abbey in Bath and was appointed abbot. In
984 he became Bishop of Winchester and in 1006 Archbishop of Canterbury. During
the Danish invasion he suffered his martyrdom in 1012 and was at first buried in St
Paul’s Cathedral in London but was translated to Canterbury in 1023. His feast day
falls on 19th April.
The picture on the cover was sent by John Ferguson ARCA FHS DFACH FRSA
SHA, Heraldic Artist and Designer (to quote his letterhead) and one of our members,
whose writing paper carries a delightful little Unicorn heading. The badge with the
Wyvern forms part of the armorial achievements of Stephen James Hartland Esq of
Birmingham, currently in preparation, and is blazoned as follows:Wyvern rampant regardant, wings addorsed argent holding a sword in one claw
Or, the other claw resting on a book gules, encircled by oak leaves and oak apples Or
and vert.
We are privileged to have this superb example of the work of one of, if not the,
leading heraldic artists of our time, and thank John for his generosity.

Also shown is this achievement of unidentified arms, spotted by Edward
Mallinson on a shop opposite Harrods in Kensington with its Unicorn supporters
(below), and readers are asked if they can help by giving any information about them.
Perhaps some of our readers can? Jewellers, maybe?

Roland Symons sent a card from the British Library collection with this marginal
Griffin from a page in The book of Vegecye of Dedes Knyghthode (temp. Richard III).

The British Library was also offering half-price
copies of a few books including a Medieval Bestiary
with this drawing of a boxed-in Manticor. Note that
this example of the beast looks fairly benevolent
and does not have half a child in his mouth.
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JOURNAL SCAN

FABLED OR
FABULOUS ?

The Heraldic Craftsman No 78 December
2011 is a bit of an emergency number since
the Editor, Pete Taylor, has been hospitalized
and his son Gordon has done the best he can,
which is really quite commendable. Among
fabulous beasts there is a Griffin crest
adorning the arms of James Banks from
Yorkshire, settled in Newark, New Jersey
c.1729 and painted by John Ferguson, a
Dragon’s head crest, a Welsh Dragon and a
two-headed Eagle amongst various military
insignia in one of Roland Symons’ armorial
displays, this one for the Battle of Albuera,
and finally this splendid Dragomeleon (misspelled) (right) for which the text has gone
missing, but I can tell you that it was painted by Laurie Patten from Nanaimo, British
Columbia, for his grandson who wanted a Dragon but could not decide on what
colour he wanted it, so he got one with a chameleon finish.
The Heraldry Gazette No 123 March
2012 has a few gems. There is a
French tapestry Unicorn on the cover,
the “extraordinary Stourton sea-dog
sable scaled and finned or” as a
supporter (right), tiny Griffin and
Dragon crests on a medal, and the
Bagwyn in the arms of Lord Lichfield
(below). Also shown are the
intertwined Dragons from the
Tewkesbury banners that we had in
Number 129.
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Jan Keuzenkamp sent
a card with this picture
(right) showing the
Lion, as King of the
Beasts, presiding over
a group of other
animals, taken from a
collection of fables
from the Tyrol, c.14801490, now in the
Morgan Library and
Museum, New York.
The beasts that the
Lion is addressing
include a rather shy
Wolf, a Unicorn, a
Stag, a Bear, a Fox, a
Hare and a braying
Ass. The best known
collection of fables is
that by Aesop, who has
stories about all these
animals except for the
Unicorn, as well as the
Ox, the Dog, the
Monkey, the Frog, the
Snake and several birds such as the Crow, the Magpie, the Crane and the Peacock. It
is probable that Aesop did not know about Unicorns. He is supposed to have been a
Greek slave, writing in the sixth century BC, though none of his works have survived
outside oral tradition. The earliest account of a Unicorn we have is in the writings of
the Greek physician Ctesias dating from c.398 BC, but by the time this illustration
was made in the fifteenth century Unicorns were a favourite beast throughout Europe,
still believed by everybody to be rare but real. Doubts about its existence only began
to arise somewhat later, though faith in its physical reality survived into modern times
for a few. As a spiritual emblem it remains as a powerful presence, not least in
heraldry.
To return to fabled rather than fabulous beasts, it irks me slightly that many
writers these days (and even Jeremy Paxman in his programme on the British Empire)
use the phrase “the lion’s share” to mean “the larger part,” whereas those who are
familiar with their Aesop will know that it means “the whole lot” as is clear from the
fable of the Lion, the Wolf and the Fox Go Hunting Together. The argument that
“language moves on,” and “usage is all” is to my mind a feeble excuse for ignorance.
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A SILVER DRAGON

A WELSH ARGENTINE FLAG

John Campbell-Kease visited the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford and was
particularly taken by this Dragon handle (right) on a silver sauceboat, one of a pair
dating from the eighteenth century, among a wealth of other treasures. He
recommends a visit, and says that the “new” Ashmolean is fantastic.

In 1865 a group of Welsh nationalists, fed up with being ruled by the English, made a
settlement in Patagonia where they hoped to preserve their native language and
culture for ever. The Argentine government welcomed them, anxious to populate
barren territories newly stolen from the local Indian tribes. The little colony still
survives, and the picture shows Milton Rhys, a choirmaster descended from one of
the original settlers, with the Welsh community’s Argentine flag (from The Daily
Telegraph, 28 March 2012) that has a wingless Red Dragon replacing the sun in the
Argentinian Blue-White-Blue colours. Rhys was conscripted into the Argentine army
thirty years ago and served as an intelligence officer in the Falklands, because he
could speak English. He remains loyal to the country of his birth and upbringing, but
hopes one day to visit his ancestral home in Port Talbot where his great-grandfather,
William Casnodyn Rhys, a Baptist preacher, had lived before emigrating to
Patagonia.
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