JOURNAL SCAN
Gonfanon Vol 22 No 4, Winter 2011 has the raven-bears of the Canadian Heraldic
Authority on a draft postage stamp design, but more significantly, in an article on the
progress of his own arms, Robert Watt illustrates the final version with its innovative
Winged Sea-Cougar supporters (below). As mentioned before, the Canadians do love
symbolic hybrids even though they know that they never actually existed.
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St James the Less 2012

Dolphin Mosaic from the Fishbourne Roman Palace

AN IRON SCULPTURE

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We welcome William Beaver to our number. Bill has now taken on the task of editing
The Heraldic Craftsman, since Pete is too ill to carry on with it, so we wish him every
success.
Saint James the Less was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus, no less important than
James the Great, son of Zebedee, but smaller in stature, or perhaps younger. In the
Bible he is described as ‘the brother of Our Lord,’ but since the Roman Church
developed the doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary the Mother of Jesus, this
has been interpreted to mean ‘comrade,’ though since all the disciples were comrades,
why was he picked out as ‘brother’ unless…? The Epistle of James, which he wrote,
is addressed to the twelve tribes, and is full of good advice, but James was not keen
on Paul’s idea of preaching to the Gentiles, as he thought that Jesus had come to be
the Messiah of the Jewish people. After Paul had escaped from Jerusalem, James
became the leader of the Christian Church there, and as Bishop of Jerusalem was so
successful at converting Jews that Annas the High Priest became alarmed, believing
that his religion taught that they should expect a Messiah, so that having one was
against the Jewish religion. Therefore he had all the Christians expelled and James
executed. He was stoned to death in the year of Our Lord 62. His martyrdom is
celebrated on 1st May, and though the Pope changed this to the 3rd and then to the 11th
for various reasons, other churches stick to the earlier date. All the contents of this
issue were garnered before the end of April, so it is dated 1st May.

Standing at nine feet tall, this impressive
Wizard and Dragon, entitled ‘Playing with
Fire,’ was created by Graham Chaplin,
assisted by Lee Patterson and photographed
by Morris Freeman. It won the International
Sculpture Exhibition at Ironbridge,
Shropshire. Although I am not greatly taken
by the cult of wizardology, I do think that this
dragon is rather appealing.

AN ACTIVE GARGOYLE
This Jubilee Fountain in Manchester was
built to mark the opening of Thirlmere
Aqueduct in 1897. It is faithful to mediaeval
originals in style.

The boy riding a Dolphin on the cover is the centrepiece of the famous mosaic dating
from the second century in the Fishbourne Roman Palace near Chichester in Sussex.
Immediately below it is another fabulous beast, the winged sea-lion, seen here
(below). Our thanks to Cathie Constance for sending these pictures from her
collection.
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Another of the Fishbourne mosaics is this winged sea-horse.

A MEDIAEVAL ST MICHAEL
ON A CROZIER
Recent excavations at Furness Abbey
have revealed a skeleton, possibly of an
abbot, holding a crozier whose head of
gilded copper decorated with silver
medallions shows the Archangel
Michael slaying a dragon (right). The
crook end is decorated with a serpent’s
head. Furness Abbey was Britain’s
second richest and most powerful
Cistercian monastery, but was
destroyed in 1537 under Henry VIII. A
full account by Paul Harris of the
discovery appeared in the Daily Mail
for Thursday 19 April 2012. In spite of
its great age and hazardous history, the
figure of the dragon is remarkably clear
with its long serpentine body and
twisted tail.

Cathie sent a whole lot of other pictures, one of which was this bookplate for the
Spencer family with its Griffin and Wyvern supporters…

A GUARDIAN DRAGON
Phil Hewitt and Philippa Sims both sent us
clippings from the Eastern Daily Press of 26th April
showing pictures of the remarkable house built by
Nick Fisher and Jo Jordan, inspired by a sketch
from a Russian architect. Their finished work,
Belle Grove Farm in
Westhall near
Halesworth in
Suffolk won a
Homebuilding
Award with its
fairytale character, best seen in this model (left) which
was used instead of building plans, and is
distinguished by its protective Dragon on the
chimneytop, made of metal mesh (right). The original
Russian sketch had some sort of indeterminate creature
on the chimney, but when Mr Fisher saw a big metal
Dragon at the Hampton Court Flower Show he
realized that was what it must be, and commissioned
another one from the same man. They are to be
congratulated for their imaginative good taste.
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…and this very fetching stone carving of a Dragon biting its own tail…

A VIKING MONSTER
This intricate horse harness-bow of gilt-bronze is decorated in the 10th-century
Jellinge style, and was found in a rich burial at Mammen, Jutland, in Denmark. It is
only about two inches high, so the detail is very finely worked.

…as well as this Dragon mural from the Spanish Castle of Ponferrada.
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