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Jack Campbell-Kease sent this example of the arms of The Worshipful Company of
Weavers (above) with this note: “The supporters were at first blazoned WYVERS;
the “n” crept in later in the more official records. It seems the choice rested only on
the resemblance of the word to WEAVERS.” Wordplay has always had an important
place in our life, and there have been other cases in heraldry, for example, the use of
the Caretyne. Compare this version of the Weavers’ arms to the bejewelled example
we showed on the cover of No 132.
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Saint Michael slaying the Dragon from the Furness Crozier,
drawn by Yvonne Holton.

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We welcome Stephen Tudsbery-Turner to our number. He has taken over from Alex
Maxwell Findlater as Secretary of the Somerset Heraldry Society, and will also be
producing their Journal. We wish him well.
The Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels falls on 29 September and was anciently
one of the Quarter Days that marked the fourfold division of the year. Michael is one
of the Archangels named in the Bible, and I have had a soft spot for him since it was
in my last year at a school called Michael Hall after him that the College of
Dracology was first started. It was (and still is) a Rudolf Steiner School and I have
since discovered that Steiner believed that the Archangels are spiritual beings who
have it as their duty to help mankind towards achieving their true destiny, and take it
in turns to guide successive ages, Michael being the current guardian with the task of
helping humans to resist and overcome the evils of materialism while making full use
of its advantages.
The picture on the cover was drawn specially for us by Yvonne Holton, Dingwall
Pursuivant and Herald Painter at the Court of Lord Lyon, to clarify the photograph of
the Furness Crozier that we showed in Number 137. It is most appropriate for today.
A BRONZE DRAGON IN GLASTONBURY

This picture (above) was taken by Helen Murray in the garden of a restaurant off the
High Street there. Obviously a Chinese Dragon, but was it a Chinese restaurant?
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The Bookplate Journal, Vol 10 No 1, Spring
2012, amongst a wealth of interesting items, has
but two fabulous beasts, a curious Unicorn with a
short conical horn on a plate by T. Sturge Moore
dated 1900 for The Unicorn Press, and a very fine
Griffin in the arms of Georg Achates Gripenberg
(right).
Gonfanon, Vol 23 No 2, Summer 2012 (note the
reversion to the earlier title) has a tiny white
Pegasus in the arms of the Osgoode Hall Law
School, the work of Donald Black.
Heraldry in Canada, Vol 46 No 1-2, 2012 has a
few Royal Unicorn supporters and the strange
winged Sea Caribou that we have seen before (in
No 134, p 7).
Flagmaster 143, June 2012 (in fact, September)
has a Salamander in the arms and flag of Le
Havre, it being the badge of Francis I who
founded the city, and another on the flag of the
Breton community in Le Havre (right).
FEEDBACK
Bill Beaver has come to my aid over the Virtues (see item in No 138, p 4) to remind
me that the three Theological Virtues, or Heavenly Graces, are Faith, Hope and
Charity (or Caring Love, as we might say today) as listed in the First Epistle of Paul
the Apostle to the Corinthians (chapter 13, verse 13), and that the four Cardinal
Virtues are Prudence, Temperance, Fortitude and Justice. Of the latter, no clue to
their provenance nor to any set of people to remember them by. In mediaeval times
any set of seven was linked to the known planets (days of the week, metals, colours,
vowels) as any set of twelve was linked to the Zodiac (tribes of Israel, Apostles,
labours of Hercules, birth stones), so who could be linked to the Virtues? Biblical
characters would be the most appropriate. Any suggestions?
Of course the Cardinal Virtues, which can apparently trace their origin back to
Plato and then through Cicero, St Ambrose, Augustine of Hippo and Thomas
Aquinas, are usually represented by female allegorical
figures – who does not know blindfold Justice with
her sword and scales? – and all four are carved on the
tomb of Pope Clement II in Bamberg Cathedral,
where Prudence is shown “grasping a serpent by the
neck” with the “serpent” looking very like a Dragon
(right). So this diversion has not been in vain.
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story for children about a pair of Dragons in Cornwall,
(right) maybe the last of their kind…or maybe not, and was a
present from Phil and Maria Hewitt.
The Queen’s Beasts Compiled by Richard Edmunds
(Norwich, 2012?) has colour pictures of ten of the beasts
created by Tom Hiscocks from wire mesh and scrap metal,
and on show in Norwich before going on tour. Four of them,
as we know, are fabulous:- Griffin, Yale, Unicorn and
Dragon, seen here. Our thanks to Philippa Sims for sending
this item, and compare with that from John Ferguson above.

JOURNAL SCAN
The New Zealand Armorist No 123 (Winter 2012) – i.e. June
– has a couple of rather fetching Unicorns in an article about
George Kruger Gray by Roger Barnes, including this one in low
relief (right).
The Heraldic Craftsman No 79, July 2012, the first issue
from its new Editor, Bill Beaver, has an interesting article on A
New Drawing of The Royal Arms by Kevin Arkinstall with its
curiously small-headed Unicorn supporter (a characteristic feature of this talented
heraldic artist’s animals), as well as the Mester Stoor Worm by Yvonne Holton that
we saw on the cover of our No 129, and a demi-griffin and some dragons on
hatchments painted by David Truzzi-Franconi. Bill is to be congratulated on a
superb production, that even found space for a wee plug for Dragonlore!
The White Lion Society Newsletter 54, August 2012 has a fine colour picture of the
sculpted arms of the old Midland Bank with its Dragon and Griffin supporters, a tiny
Dragon in the arms as used by
the Duke of Edinburgh from
1947 to 1949, and a nice
drawing of the arms of the
London and Middlesex
Archaeological Society with its
pair of Dragon supporters
(right). Also in colour are two
pictures of all the Heralds
assembled for the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations, something
the rest of the Press overlooked.
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A MEDIAEVAL SAINT MICHAEL

This remarkable coloured carving of the Archangel (above) was spotted by Cathie
Constant on a visit to Spain, in the Museum of the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostella. He is spearing the Dragon with one hand while weighing the souls of
the dead with the other, but looks quite calm about it, as compared with the very
determined look on the face of a similar composition carved in wood in Dunster, that
we saw in No 129. St Michael was revered right across Europe, Christendom as was.
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A SPANGLY DRAGON AT HAMPTON COURT

AN ASIAN DRAGON

With reference to Nick Fisher’s chimney-top dragon reported in No 137, John
Ferguson was also visiting Hampton Court and happened to spot this wire-work
Dragon hanging in one of the spaces. He managed to take some pictures of it for us,
of which this (above) is the best, though it omits the creature’s long spiralling tail.
John writes, “I visited the Royal School of Needlework’s exhibition in the Clore
Gallery at Hampton Court Palace and found, lurking and fluttering in the rafters this
magnificent specimen. Could there possibly be a Roar of Dragons hiding in the
Tudor brickwork of the Palace?”
BOOK REVIEWS

Nicholas Robson writes: “Since I was a kid I was mad about all sorts of monsters
from the beautiful Dragons to the fantastical Godzilla, but I’m not a fan of Vampires
(anymore), but in any case I hope you like this picture.” Nick is one of our younger
members, but as his learned Asian Dragon shows, not without imagination.
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The Bookplates of Miss C. Helard (The Bookplate
Society, 2012) contains a great deal of very stylish
Victorian Heraldry, among which will be found
Unicorns, Dolphins, Martlets, Griffins, Dragons, a
Pegasus, Winged Stags and, perhaps my favourite, a
Pelican in Her Piety as crest on the arms of Sir
Maurice C. Boileau Bart. (right).
Dragon Trouble by Penelope Lively, illustrated by
Andrew Rowland (London, 1999) is a delightful
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