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The County of Avon came into existence by virtue of the Local Government Act
1972, and was formed out of the former City of Bath, the former City and County of
Bristol, the northern part of the old County of Somerset and the southern part of the
old county of Gloucestershire. The new County Council was elected in April 1973
and becoming fully operational on 1st April 1974 immediately petitioned for a grant
of arms. This was based on a design by their heraldic adviser, Mr H. Ellis Tomlinson
and included elements from its constituent parts, Bristol’s Unicorn, Bath’s sword and
coronet, Somerset’s Dragon and Gloucestershire’s division per chevron, with the
addition of a Chief barry wavy of six Azure and Argent to represent “Avon” and its
six Districts. So much for the past, but the supporters were an innovation: On either
side a sea-stag proper gorged with an ancient crown of fleur-de-lys Or and charged
on the shoulder with a Fountain. The “stag royal” represents the royal forests of
Cotswold and Mendip while the fishtail stands for the shorelines of the Severn
Estuary and the Bristol Channel, the hybrid being a monster new to British heraldry.
Avon’s County Council has since been abolished, the County now having only
Ceremonial Status, that is, with a Lord Lieutenant and a High Sheriff, and is
composed of the so-called Unitary Authorities, so now these arms have no use.
Our thanks to whoever sent in the leaflet upon which this item is based.
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A Mediaeval Sea-Monster

JOURNAL SCAN

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
We record with sadness the death, peacefully in bed, of C.E.J.Smith (‘Sedge’). We
met at the Chilterns Heraldry Society when he became a loyal dracologist, and we
shall miss his quiet sincerity. We condole with his widow, Hazel. We have also
heard from Maida McCready that her beloved Jim died in December. He was a
stalwart promoter of heraldry in New Zealand and a prolific producer of bookplates
and will be much missed.
Saint Wulstan was Bishop of Worcester at the time of the Norman Conquest and was
the only Saxon Bishop allowed to keep his diocese. He is suspected of “doing a St
Patrick” since there are virtually no dragon legends in Worcestershire, but plenty in
Herefordshire over the hills and in Somerset further downstream, so perhaps he drove
them all away from his diocese, which was much bigger in those days, extending well
below Gloucester and almost as far as Shrewsbury in the north. He is still much
revered in these parts, and his feast day is celebrated every 19th January.
The picture on the cover was spotted by Una Lewers in the Times Educational
Supplement of 7 December 2012, where it appeared as a sort of visual pun for the
heading “Charting dangerous waters: Teachers should beware the staffroom
doomsayers.” The monster is one of a number of strange creatures that artists used to
fill in the empty spaces in the oceans on their charts. Actually, I do not think it is a
fabulous beast at all, but a Whale drawn by an artist who had never seen one, but had
been told that they spouted water from the tops of their heads, which he has clearly
shown. Another such monster is this tusked fish (bottom right) which I believe is
meant to be a Walrus. The tusks of the Walrus were a well-known source of ivory,
but few had seen the living creature with its huge tusks in the upper jaw. However,
the wild boar was fairly common, and it had its tusks in the lower jaw, so that is how
the artist drew the Walrus. He also gave him four feet, perhaps because he had been
told it was an animal and not a fish, but gave him a fish’s tail to be on the safe side.

Somerset Heraldry Society Journal No 23
Winter 2012, in a splendidly upgraded edition by
the new Editor, Stephen Tudsbery-Turner (a
dracologist), has some little Griffins in various
versions of the Wentworth arms and Unicorn and
Griffin supporters with unidentified arms on a
livery button (right). Any help towards naming the
owner of this button would be gratefully received.
The Heraldic Craftsman No 81 December 2012
has a few little fabulous beasts. First come some of
John Ferguson’s Griffins in the arms of Grenfell, Baron Desborough of Taplow, then
a tiny Greek Sphinx, six Sussex Martlets, the Dacre Beasts at the V&A and finally
Stephen Friar’s “Male Griffin” crest.
CORRESPONDENCE
Howard Connell, on a letter advising of his change of address, displayed his heraldic
badge to great effect, with its Sea Pegasus (or perhaps Winged Seahorse) wielding a
quill pen (below). The same design in a slightly different drawing appears on his
bookplate, but not in colour.

Another cryptic crossword clue
from The Daily Telegraph:
“Bent coin in vessel is
fabulous” (7 letters). Solution
next time.
FEEDBACK The Griffin pewend in the last number is in Bath
Abbey and was sent in by Tony
Ryan, to whom our thanks and
apologies are due.
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clearly a Bagwyn though labeled a Yale.
Turning to the December issue of the Gazette, which we noted in our last issue,
we have Lord Lingfield’s response to my query. He writes: “The Bagwyn is a rare
heraldic monster to whom I was introduced in the seventies at El Vino’s by our late
friend and Founder, John Brooke-Little CVO, then Richmond Herald. My kinsman,
Admiral Sir John Balchin (1669-1744) used his arms without authority, although they
appear (vert a crescent within eight mullets in lozenge or) together with an anchor
crest on his memorial in Westminster Abbey. This coat was granted to me but I felt
that I needed a non maritime crest, and something (almost) unique, hence the
Bagwyn, which had appeared but once before, as a supporter of the banner of the Earl
of Arundel in Prince Arthur’s Book (c 1539.) He is painted on the Garter stall-plate
of Henry, Earl of Arundel who was the godson of Henry VIII. From the thirteenth
century the Earls of Arundel and Surrey were the feudal-tenants-in-chief of my
family. When I was created a peer I chose the Bagwyn as a supporter also. As far as
I can tell, he differs from a stag because the tines of his antlers are depicted on only
the outer side of the main horn and are more regular in shape. His tail is said to be
that of the horse and his teeth seem to be suitable for tearing flesh rather than eating
foliage!”
Forgive the repetitions, but it does seem that the Lingfield Bagwyn is much more
like a stag than was the Tudor one, having lost his flesh-tearing tusks as well as his
horse-hair tail, not to mention his sable hue. Helpfully, Bernard Juby puts them side
by side in the Gaxette, which we reproduce here (below), Lingfield on the left,
Arundel on the right.

Lingfield itself is a
town in Surrey, so there
is some link with the
Fitzalan’s second
Earldom, but I am not
sure that the Tudor Earl
or his herald would
recognize this new
incarnation as theirs.
Perhaps we should
congratulate the newlyennobled Lord for the
introduction of yet
another newly-created
monster, the Bagwyn
Mark II.

FROM REVELATIONS TO HERALDRY
We have seen the seven-headed dragon before,
indeed he was on the cover of No 67, but never
as an heraldic crest, seen here (right) as part of
what looks like a design for a circular stained
glass window, sent in by Derrick Walkden.
The lower part of the design has a shield with
twelve quarterings, though none with fabulous
beasts, and the sides are taken up with elaborate
mantling, but the crest must be unique. Any
ideas as to whose crest it might be? The first
quarter is Barry of four Gules and Argent per
pale counterchanged, if that helps, but not a
coat I know.
TWO JOLLY DRAGONS FROM SWEDEN
The arms of the two
noble Swedish families
of Drakenberg (on the
left) and Rosenlindt (on
the right) are taken
from the 2013 Adels
Kalender published by
Riddarhuset (the House
of Knights) in
Stockholm, and were
sent in by Elizabeth
Roads.
A NEWLY GRANTED DRAGON’S HEAD CREST
Henry Cecil Jordan, an acquaintance of many years, knew that his mother, Viola
Dorothy, heiress of Henry Cecil Buckler, was armigerous, and he was eventually
persuaded, partly through the good offices of
John Allen, to petition for arms himself. The
result was Azure between two Pallets Argent
three Pomegranates slipped and leaved Or seeded
Gules (Jordan, granted to him 20 September
2011), quartering Sable on a Fess between three
Dragon’s Heads erased Or as many Estoiles of
seven points Sable (Buckler, allowed at the
Heralds Visitation of Wiltshire of 1623), and for a
Crest, upon a Helm with a wreath Argent and
Azure, A Dragon’s Head Sable langued Or
between two Pomegranates slipped and leaved
also Or seeded Gules, seen here (right).
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THE BAGWYN
This beast was first mentioned by us in our first number,
in the A to Z, thus: “BAGWYN, a Tudor invention with
cloven hooves, bushy tail and curiously ragged horns or
antlers; only a couple of examples exist.” This was
written in 1946. Next it made an appearance in No 31
(April 2003) in an article on Fabulous Beasts in Tudor
Heraldry, assigned to the Earl of Arundel and with a neat
little drawing by Peter Spurrier (right), from his Heraldic
Art Source Book (1997). But for a proper treatment one
needs to go to Rodney Dennys’s masterpiece, The
Heraldic Imagination (1975), who wrote as follows:
“The Bagwyn is another of that flock of curious and chimerical creatures which
the lively minds of the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century heralds conjured up.
Its first appearance in English armory is in Prince Arthur’s Book (c. 1539), where it is
depicted supporting the banner of William (Fitzalan), eleventh Earl of Arundel. The
body, head, legs and upper part of the tail are black, and the horns, hooves and long
hairs on the tail are gold, and beside the beast its name is clearly written.
“William’s son, Henry, Earl of Arundel, K.G., a godson of King Henry VIII and
active in government and politics, also bore a Bagwyn as the sinister supporter of his
arms, as may be seen on his Garter stall-plate.”
Dennys also reproduced the sketch from the College of Arms manuscript known
as Prince Arthur’s Book (opposite; on the original, the tinctures are tricked, so we
have coloured them in as indicated).
Moving on to March last year, The Heraldry Gazette
had an article on the arms of The Rt. Hon. Lord and Lady
Lingfield describing the grant of supporters to the newly
ennobled Sir Robert Balchin, who had been Knight
Principal of the Imperial Society of Knights Bachelor and
had at that time a grant of a badge which showed his
arms with a demi-Bagwyn sable, horned Or, as a crest
(right, drawn by John Bainbridge). His new grant as a
peer has for its sinister supporter a Bagwyn Argent armed
unguled and the tail tufted Or gorged with a Baron’s
Coronet sans cap proper chained the chain reflexed over
the back and terminating in an annulet Or. The crest is A
demi-bagwyn Argent armed and unguled Or gorged with
a collar compony Or and Vert charged with anchors counterchanged and supporting
a wooden beam proper attached to its collar by a chain Or. Note that the Bagwyn
has now changed from black to white, has lost its tusks and the fringe on the tail. I
suspect that the artist, Tim Meek (the Gazette has ‘Tom’), has followed Spurrier’s
drawing rather than the Tudor sketch, as not only the colour but also the form is more
like his outline drawing than the manuscript original. I copied the arms into our No
136 (where Lingfield’s title was wrongly transcribed as ‘Lichfield’) and also wrote to
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the Gazette to ask how one can distinguish a Bagwyn from a stag and this query
appeared in their September issue. Meanwhile, in the Gazette’s June issue, p 18,
there was the achievement of Henry Fitzalan, K.G. 12th Earl of Arundel (b. 1512, d.
1580), possibly based on his Garter stall-plate, in which the sinister supporter is very
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