ARMS OF SOME FINNISH FAMILIES
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St George’s Day 2013

In No 104 we showed four family arms from SUOMALAISIA VAAKUNOITA, the
book of “Finnish Coats of Arms” published by the Heraldry Society of Finland.
Here is a further selection with some fabulous beasts, which are not nearly as
common in Finnish heraldry as they are in British, but are always beautifully drawn.
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St George and the Dragon, by William Sedgwick, c. 1641

for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Aspects of Heraldry No 27 2013 has a Wyvern in the arms of Rayleigh Town
Council and a Winged Bull and another Wyvern supporting the arms of Rochford
District Council, both in David Hopkinson’s essay on Essex Civic Heraldry, as well
as Manchester’s Heraldic Antelope, Ashton-under-Lyne’s Griffin-head crest,
Somerset’s Dragon (twice), Carmarthenshire’s tiny Griffins, Wiltshire’s even smaller
Dragon and some Sussex Martlets.

We welcome to our number Penelope Knee from Norfolk and David Sellar from
Edinburgh.

Tak Tent No 59 Spring 2013 has a Salamander on a pub sign and just one Unicorn.

The College of Dracology

We have noted St George’s Day nearly every year, because of all the saints he is most
closely associated with a Dragon, yet this link was a very late addition to his legend.
At first he was acclaimed as a martyr for standing up to the bullying of Dacian (some
say Diocletian), who had ordered his torture and death in every cruel way known to
the mediaeval mind. After each grisly ritual he was found whole and intact the
following morning – or perhaps his jailer had failed to carry out his instructions but
was afraid to admit it, thus claiming the miraculous reconstitution each morning.
Eventually Dacian lost patience and had George beheaded in his presence, thus
guaranteeing his martyrdom. Many years later the brave soldier saint was credited
with the dragon-slaying and princess-rescuing feats, and these are the ones that we
now chiefly remember, especially since the Crusaders brought his fame back from the
Middle East to England, where he became our Patron Saint, replacing Alban,
Edmund and Edward, our native-born saints. His feast day, 23 April, is a true
national celebration, involving significant dates for both William Shakespeare and
JMW Turner, two of our greatest national heroes.

CORRESPONDENCE
Cathie Constant has sent a few
examples of the work of her Czech
friend Svata Svihli Kova (known as
“Swat”) from Prague, including
this linocut of a Chinese Dragon
(right) and a Chinese Phoenix
made by pasting bits of coloured
paper on to a board (below), both
the result of celebrating the 2012
Year of the Dragon.

The picture on the cover is taken from William Dugdale’s Book of Monuments,
illustrating the St George narrative cycle in the chancel glass of St George’s church,
Stamford, Lincolnshire, dated about 1450. The series covers his whole life from his
adventures as a soldier, his arraignment before the authorities, all his tortures and
final execution as well as this scene of his contest with the Dragon. Note the Princess
on the hill and the King and Queen watching from the castle battlements, traditional
features of the legend. From Samantha Riches’ 2000 book St George: Hero, Martyr
and Myth, p 74.

Leslie Hodgson sent his Easter card with a Phoenix, an
appropriate symbol for the occasion. Just to remind us, here is
the Phoenix from Friar’s New Dictionary of Heraldry drawn by
Andrew Jamieson (right).
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Henkilö- ja sukuvaakunat Suomessa, edited by Antti Matikkala & Wilhelm
Brummer (Helsinki 2011) is a magnificent scholarly work outlining the development
of Finnish family arms. With a summary in English and the superb array of pictures,
it is not too hard to follow the gist of the story, but you would have to read Finnish to
get the full flavour. It seems that there were no fabulous beasts in Finnish heraldry
until the seventeenth century, and then only as imports from Scotland via Sweden. I
spotted a few Griffins, a Dragon or two, a Unicorn, a Triton and a Mermaid, but their
odder hybrids, such as the two-headed winged hare and the fish-headed fowl seen in
No 104, do not appear until quite recently. Antti Matikkala not only helped to edit
this major contribution to Heraldic studies, but wrote the main introductory essay and
several of the others which make up the text, and I am indebted to him for arranging
to have a copy sent to me for review.
JOURNAL SCAN
The Heraldic Craftsman No 82 April 2013
has, by a strange coincidence, the same Buckler
arms that we showed quartered with Jordan in No
144, but this time in a stained glass window panel
commemorating Alban Buckler, Surrey Herald
Extraordinary (see right), with its delicate
dragons’ heads. Next, still with glass, is a Winged
Sea Lion with leonine paws Argent collared Gules
the dexter claws
holding a Sword
point
downwards
bendwise …as
part of the arms granted to Ms Gloria Craig, one of
the first senior women civil servants in the
Ministry of Defence (left). There are a couple of
tiny Unicorns in the badge of the St John
Ambulance, a suspicious-looking beast as crest
over the arms of Field Marshal Sir Nigel Bagnell
(all still in stained glass) and finally, in a plug for
Dragonlore, is the cover of No 143 with the seamonster spouting water from its head.
The Somerset Dragon – The Journal of the Somerset
Heraldry Society No 24 (April 2013) with its new title,
features the mace-wielding Dragon from the County arms on
the front page, and, within, a rather splendid Griffin crest on
an armorial display for the Dykes of Dovenby (right). There
is also a bit more on the Buccleuch Button, as we may now
call it, with the Griffin supporter misidentified as a stag!
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More then one way to slay a dragon…
St George approached the dragon’s lair,
Unarmed and quite defenceless;
The dragon shot a baleful glare,
He thought our hero senseless.

‘Five dames a day, you told me, sir.
Oh, why did I comply?
My bulk I can but hardly stir,
Nor do I dare to fly.’

The knight, untroubled, stood his ground
And spoke in measured tones:
‘I notice, as I look around,
This meagre pile of bones,’

‘While noting you’re no longer sleek
Take courage! I exhort you
To launch yourself from yonder peak
The thermals will support you.’

He paused and then continued thus:
‘Good beast, lend me your ear.
Nutrition’s what we must discuss;
You’re underweight, I fear.’

The dragon took himself aloft
And perched upon a ledge
Then waited for the breeze to waft
Him gently o’er the edge.

‘Five damsels daily, so they say
Is what you should consume.
So please insist on five a day,
Or more, if you have room.’

Alas, there came a sudden gust,
And, at a loss to rise,
He hurtled down in deep disgust
To meet a prompt demise.

There followed wholesale gluttony
Which threatened ne’er to cease
Until the beast cried: ‘Woe is me,
I’m morbidly obese!’

St George attired in armour bright
Rode out with sword in hand,
Becoming a familiar sight
Throughout the grateful land.

Once more into the dragon’s lair
Our hero boldly strode.
The dragon in his easy chair
Looked ready to explode.

A ripping yarn the saint relayed
Of how the beast did die.
It brought him fame, but I’m afraid
‘Twas nothing but a lie!

By Alice Bowlly, Forest Row, Sussex (from The Daily Mail)
ANATOMY of the PROFIT
Artemis, The Profit Hunter (see No 140) has now revealed the anatomy of their
curious Profit bird, with the tag-line “The hunter must get under the skin of his
quarry,” first flaying it to show “a taut musculature, the mark of a healthy PROFIT,”
and then stripping it down to a skeleton to show “a sturdy bone structure with no
hidden weaknesses.” Additional notes state that “good vision points to a bright
future,” and then “a firm footing for stability” rounds off the requirements to yield a
healthy profit. This is all good fun and we must congratulate Artemis on their lively
imagination. Incidentally, although called a bird, and the beak and feet look bird-like,
it has no wings or other upper limbs nor any feathers.
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THE JEWELLERY QUARTER
Tracy Chevalier, the novelist, went through a
Unicorn phase when she was growing up in
Washington, DC, and saved up for this whale
-bone pendant, (right) now a valued
keepsake. On the other hand, this Jade Good
Fortune Dragon Pendant (far right), about
2cm in diameter, is being offered for £29.99
with its sterling silver threadwork. And further to the dragon pendant shown in No
145, p 5, Thomas Sabo has some more to offer. They are, however, very expensive.
BOOK REVIEWS

first, though once we realized that there was no bogeyman, it became a source of
amusement and vicarious pleasure. Perhaps in the past, stories of monsters were used
to terrify people into submission, though these days horror films are regarded as a
branch of entertainment.
Kaplan gives a thorough survey of monsters of all kinds, though his descriptions
of how people came to believe in them involve a great deal of speculation, as does his
attempt at accounting for the psychology of our current attitudes to them. As a
reminder of the great variety of classical monsters, this book is a delight, and it also
comes up to date with some recent inventions such as Frankenstein’s monster and the
Terminator, concluding with Aliens from Outer Space. Whilst some of the
psychology may be a bit suspect, the reporting is very thorough, the list of sources
running to 211 items, 20 of which are his own papers, all from reputable journals.
As for the other categories of origin of fabulous beasts, Kaplan does admit that
recent authors have invented their monsters, but he does not seem to think that this
could have happened in classical times, and spends pages speculating how a lion, a
goat and a snake might have come together and been fossilized, so that later people
finding a fossil with features of these three creatures all mixed together, would
suppose that there had been a living Chimaera to account for it, rather than thinking
that anybody could have imagined the monster as a symbol. Most modern heraldic
monsters are symbolic hybrids, and there is no reason to suppose that the ancients
were incapable of intellectual imagination. Indeed, there are those that think that the
Griffin had just such an origin, rather than the supposed reconstruction from a
Protoceratops fossil.
Lastly, the origin of such beasts in the dreamworld is alien to Kaplan’s
philosophy, since he is a materialist and does not believe such a world exists in
reality, but only in our minds, where the images of any such creatures would have
been implanted from stories we had been told or pictures we had seen.
Kaplan ends with the storey of the film AVATAR, in which the monsters become
humane and the humans become monstrous, and this leads him to the moral question,
what path will humanity take in the future?
Bagpipes, Beasties and Bogles by Tim Archbold (Edinburgh 2012), written and
illustrated in a freehand style for children, this quirky and hilarious story tells about
the Nippers and Nabbers who hide under your bed, the Croakies who flap about in
cupboards and the Whigmaleeries who wail at windows, and what Charlie
McCandlewick the nightsweep does with them all after he has caught them in his
thistle-cloth bag. Here are a few of these creatures:

The Science of Monsters by Matt Kaplan (New York 2012, London 2013) has the
sub-title “Why Monsters Came to Be and What Made Them so Terrifying.” As to
their origins, the writer favours the first of my three categories, namely, mistaken
identity followed by exaggeration in the retelling, but he is mainly interested in the
question why we delight in being terrified. Many of us remember from our childhood
the threat “The Bogeyman will get you” and this may have worked as a deterrent at
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