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Saint Bartholomew was one of the Twelve Apostles, 
whose feast day falls on 24th August and who has more 
than one hundred and sixty churches in Britain dedicated 
to him.  It is thought that his name means “Son of 
Ptolemy” which suggests that he came from a Greek 
family.  Palestine was pretty cosmopolitan in those days;  
multi-culturism is nothing new.  Bartholomew is 
mentioned in three of the Gospels and in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and some scholars think he is the same person 
named as Nathaniel.  He is said to have gone to India to 
preach the Gospel, converted a princess and then her 
father the king, but aroused the jealousy of the local 
idolatrous priests who arranged to have him executed in a 

particularly barbaric manner, being flayed alive.  Hence the symbol of his martyrdom 
is the flensing knife.  He is depicted in Leonardo’s painting of The Last Supper in a 
characteristically imaginative way. 
 
The Griffin Crest on the cover was kindly sent by Alan Buckingham, Editor of the 
White Lion Society Newsletter in which a monochrome version of it had appeared.  
Mr Timothy Hailes has recently been elected as Alderman for the Ward of Bassishaw 
in the City of London and consequently has various duties in the City besides 
becoming eligible to be a candidate for the office of Lord Mayor.  His arms are 
beautifully simple – per chevron Azure semee of  plates and Or a fleur-de-lys gules in 
base.  Let us wish him every success in his career.  
 
FEEDBACK  -  To ask about the Burmese Beastie in No 148, Bernard Juby 
contacted the Burmese Embassy and thanks to Renu Gupta at the Embassy and Devi 
Hein of Myanmar Airways International received the following information:- 
Our logo, Pyinsa Rupa, comprises the Pali words “Pyinsa” meaning “five” and 
“Rupa” meaning “physical beauties.”  It combines the most 
striking features of five different animals, the trunk of the 
Elephant, the head of the Lion, the antlers and legs of the 
Deer, the wings of the Hintha bird, and the body and tail of 
the Nga gyin fish (gudgeon).  Thus Pyinsa Rupa has features 
of land creatures, a winged creature and a water creature. 
This truly mythical beastie, as Bernard calls it, is composed 
in the traditional Oriental manner, similar to the composite 
nature of the Chinese Dragon. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Cathy Constant sent two examples of intricate handicrafts, a paper cut-out bear (by 
Mary West, about 1709) and a raised embroidery lion (English, about 1660) both 
from The Holburne Museum.  Not fabulous, perhaps, but certainly fabled, and worth 
a look.  
 

Roland Symons sent these pictures he had taken outside the Theatre Royal in Bath 
which he thought might represent Dragons (or perhaps Griffins) but in any case made 
most unusual decorations. 

 
Brian Wright , apart from news of the Somerset County Flag, sent a picture of a cast-
iron finial on a gate post at Packwood House, Warwickshire, in the shape of a 
Cockatrice (see over the page). 
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JOURNAL  SCAN 
 
The White Lion Society Newsletter 58, August 2013, has, apart from the Griffin 
Crest seen on the cover, a fine Unicorn, painted on the North Wall of the Cloisters of 
Norwich Cathedral, supporting the arms of Philip Henry Kerr, 11th Marquess of 
Lothian. 
 
The Heraldry Gazette No 128, June 2013 
(but not received until August) has a plethora 
of Unicorns.  Apart from a couple of pairs of 
black ones supporting the Heraldry Society 
arms, there are no fewer than eight pairs of 
golden Unicorns in various different styles and 
with different coloured manes, tails and so on, 
illustrating an article by David Beasley on the 
arms of the Goldsmiths’ Company of the City 
of London, and there is just one Royal Unicorn 
supporter, carved by a window at Eltham 
Palace, in a photograph by Arline Fisher.  Also 
featured is this Dragon (right) by Andrew 
Stewart Jamieson supporting with his wings 
the shield of Andrew Juliano, an American 
armiger and acquaintance of the Editor, Bernard Juby.  And finally, the winner of 
their photographic competition shows a fountain at the Palace of Linlithgow in the 
form of a winged deer, created by James V of Scotland to greet his Queen, Princess 
Magdalene of France, 1537. (To be fair, the delay in appearance of the Gazette was in 
no way the fault of the Editor.) 
 
The Coat of Arms Third Series Vol. VIII Part 1, No. 223, 
Spring 2012 (but it came in August 2013) has a detailed essay on 
‘Incipient armory’ in the Bayeux Tapestry? by Michael J. Lewis 
with pictures of the various dragons or wyverns on the shields of 
some of the warriors, that we dealt with briefly in No 23 (our first 
cover in colour).  Also shown is this Griffin sejeant (right) 
engraved on a 17th century silver hawk-ring or vervel that was dug 
up near Colney in Norfolk in the Spring of 2005. 
 
The Somerset Dragon  No.25, August 2013  leads with their 
new emblem (right) with a goblet  replacing the mace in the 
County Council arms (see page 3) – artwork by John Gaylor.  The 
sharp-eyed may also spot a few Unicorns.  This device is now the 
official badge of the Somerset Heraldry Society, and although 
shield-shaped, is not actually  a coat of arms, though who knows 
what might happen in the future. 
 

SOMERSET  KEEPS  ITS  DRAGON  FLYING 
 
Historically, the Kingdom of the West Saxons used a Golden 
Dragon standard in the form of a windsock, as seen in the 
Bayeux Tapestry, so when the mediaeval heralds attributed 
arms to the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, Wessex was assigned a 
Golden Dragon or Wyvern on a blue field, which became red 
when they converted to Christianity (all quite speculative, of 
course).  Somerset being part of Wessex, when a County 
Council was formed they used unofficially arms of a Golden 
Dragon on a red shield, but when they  applied to the College of Arms for an official 
shield, the Heralds reversed the colours and gave the Dragon a blue mace to hold, a 
symbol of their civic authority (right). 
      Following the recent fashion for County Flags, at first a banner of the County 
Council arms was used, but this was challenged as being the emblem of the Council’s 
authority and not for use by the general public.  So a competition was held which 
attracted 300 entries and a committee which included Deborah Meaden from the TV 
programme Dragon’s Den selected a short list for the public to vote on.  The winner 
was Ed Woods of Curry Rivel whose solution was simply to remove the mace of 
authority, leaving just a red Dragon on a yellow field.  This new official county flag 
flew for the first time on the Fourth of July following an unfurling ceremony attended 
by many local civic dignitaries.  It now flies also from the yard-arm of  HMS 
Somerset, a Duke-class frigate in the Royal Navy.  We are grateful to Brian Wright, 
author of Somerset Dragons, for most of this information and for the picture of the 
happy event seen below.  His final sentence reads:-  “So a county that already has 
dragons not only in its churches but on lamp posts, weather vanes, signs and even on 
a fish and chip van (The Drag’n’Fry), will now have dragons fluttering in the breeze.” 

Overleaf, as promised last time, two pages from The New Zealand Armorist No 127.  

3 



4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


