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The feast of Saint Michael and All Angels falls on 29th September every year, though
there are some who believe that it was once a movable feast like Easter, responding to
the movements of the Sun and the Moon as seen from the Earth. Michael is one of
the three Archangels mentioned most often in the Bible, along with Gabriel and
Raphael, and is regarded as the leader of the heavenly host (hence “all angels”), with
special responsibility for protecting Christians (and Jews?) from evil. He is often
depicted subduing a Devil beneath his feet, or a Dragon, as seen in this window from
the church of St Michael Caerhays in Cornwall (opposite, left), sent in by Roland
Symons. He may be distinguished from Saint George by his wings, and here he is
also wearing a celestial crown, while the cross on his shield is gold and not red like St
George’s. Alongside is a rather different interpretation of the Archangel, wearing
classical rather than mediaeval armour (opposite, right) from St Michael’s Church,
Linlithgow, sent in by Leslie Hodgson. There are over six hundred churches
dedicated to St Michael in Britain, and his image in many more. The outstanding
modern work depicting him is the huge bronze by Epstein on the outer wall of Basil
Spence’s cathedral at Coventry.
The design on the cover, by Anthony Jones, is
one of the ever more ethereal changes to the
Welsh Dragon used by various authorities. We
have seen several of them before, but not
previously in colour. Anthony also sent this even
more dismembered dragon emblem used by
Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru (The Countryside
Council for Wales) (right). Rather more
complete is this design announcing Ariennir gan
Lywodraeth
Cynulliad Cymru
(Funded by
Welsh Assembly
Government)
(bottom right),
while almost
totally missing is
the Dragon on
this mark which
speaks for itself
(left).
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Leslie Hodgson came across this shopping
bag (right) in Edinburgh and got permission
from its young owner to photograph it for
us. And while he was in Linlithgow (see p.
2) he saw this doomed Dragon on the
chancel carpet (below).

CORRESPONDENCE
John Campbell-Kease sent the following observation:- “The Dragon of Wantley, I
find, is a humorous ballad of the seventeenth century, telling of a creature which
devoured Yorkshire
children and was killed by
a “kick on the back-side”
by one Moore of Moore
Hall. More likely the
“reptile” was in fact Sir
Francis Wortley who was
at odds with the local
people, and Moore was the
attorney who took their
part. A bit of fun,
however.”
Jim Winstanley SHA sent
a selection of some of his
artwork showing fabulous
beasts, including the rare
Tudor one-off, the Boreyn
(right) and the manyheaded Hydra (see over on
the back page).
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JOURNAL SCAN
The Heraldry Gazette No 129, September 2013
(but came in August!) has a couple of pairs of black
Unicorns, as always, two green Dragons being
attacked by knights (one, that we saw in our No 146,
definitely St George), a rather languid little Unicorn
lying atop a shield for the Institute of Certified
Bookkeepers, this unusually maroon Dragon (right)
in the arms of the Cambrian College of Applied Arts
and Technology in Northern Ontario, and finally a
couple of Mermaids in sketches of his own family
arms by the distinguished Finnish heraldic artist
Gustaf von Numers.
The Norfolk Standard, September 2013 has on the
cover a picture of the trumpet-banner of Sir Henry
Paston Bedingfield’s maternal Grandfather, Edgar G.
Rees, which is on view at the Oxburgh Hall
Exhibition. Sir Henry is Norroy and Ulster King of
Arms and Oxburgh is his ancestral home. The Rees
crest (right) has an unusual blue demi-dragon holding
a strange object, perhaps a cross between a royal orb
and the symbol of Mars.

Flagmaster No 147, September 2013, illustrates the
Presidential Flag of Georgia (right) with its centrepiece showing St George attacking a Dragon, in
typically Slav style.

Gonfanon Vol 24, No 3, Fall 2013 has this oddity
of a bookplate by Daniel Mitsui, but without saying
what the two-headed birds are (right below). Any
suggestions?

The Coat of Arms No 224, Autumn 2012 (but came
in September 2013), apart from the usual pair of
black Unicorn supporters of the arms of the Heraldry
Society, has pictures of a couple of interpretations of
the Monster of Ravenna, a misformed human rather
than a fabulous beast, in a review article of Modish
Monsters.
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Two versions of the Archangel Michael from Church Windows
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SOME ORIENTAL DELICACIES

A SALAMANDER SEAL

This delightful paper cut-out was a present from Susan Elderton in Vietnam. It is just
over five inches long, and the delicacy of the handwork with all the incisions is quite
remarkable.

The Salamander crest of Sir Thomas Smith (1513-1577), as seen on his silver and
ivory desk seal from the British Museum, was illustrated in The Coat of Arms, No
223, and we have reversed the image so that you can see what the printed impression
would have looked like. Other seals carried his shield on one and his full
achievement on another.
ODD STREAK from The Daily Mail, Wednesday 28 August 2013.

4

This fearsome wooden carving from
Bali is twelve inches high and costs
£50. It was spotted by Leslie Hodgson
in an Edinburgh street-market gift shop.
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