CORRESPONDENCE
Richard d’Apice sent a reference to an e-mail website on Bestiaries, which, among
other delights, had this amusing picture of a Dragon confronting a rather
apprehensive-looking Elephant.
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Bernard Juby sends a steady stream of items
including this “Quadrabrid” monster from a
13th century French Bible with a Unicorn’s
head and neck, a bird’s wings, the body and
limbs of a hermaphrodite human and a snakeshead tail (so it is not just modern heralds who
concoct unlikely hybrids).
Another of Bernard’s submissions was this
cut of the arms of Breitbach with its Basilisk or
Dragon on shield and crest (right), also seen in
colour in the last N.Z.Armorist. .
Una Lewers sent this engaging
Dragon (left), showing its
undoubted serpentine origin,
heading an article on Brand
China: The Biggest Names in the
Orient, from the Business section
of The Sunday Telegraph of 23
February 2014.
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A Welsh Spirit Dragon by the Fantasy Artist Peter E. Pracownik
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Gabriel was one of the Archangels, and St Luke’s Gospel describes how he
announced to the maiden Mary the forthcoming birth of the Holy Child. Therefore
for many years he was feasted on the Day of the Annunciation, 24th March, a suitable
period before Christmas, and we shall stay with that tradition, although some
Churches have decided that he should join the other angels on 29th September, the
Feast of St Michael and All Angels. However, the Annunciation is still celebrated on
24th March each year and does not wander around like Easter.

Most Dragons painted by fantasy artists go beyond the bounds of likelihood, but the
one on the cover sticks fairly closely to the traditional heraldic form for a Welsh
Dragon, though it is misleadingly labelled a Wyvern. It is taken from a calendar
entitled “The Enchanted World of Dragons” featuring the Art of Peter E. Pracownik,
kindly sent by Annie Robertson as a Christmas present. This is the picture for
March 2014, and since the feast day of St David, the Patron Saint of Wales, falls on
the First of March, this image is quite appropriate for this month.
Below was Google’s heading for St David’s Day, 1st March, sent in by Vernon Rolls.

The Blazon, Vol. 8 No.1 Issue 15,
Winter 2013 (received by e-mail 22
February 2014)
has an unusual winged Bengal Tiger in
the crest of the arms awarded to Major
Michael George Levy CD to recognize
his bravery during the Korean War
(right).
Hogtown Heraldry Vol 24 Issue 1 –
March 2014 in a splendid new format,
has two Welsh Dragons for the sharpeyed, one small and the other very small.
Gonfanon Vol 25, No 1, Spring 2014,
(came in March) has before-and-after
Griffins in the badge of the Royal
Canadian Sea Cadet Corps “Grenville”
with old and new artwork, and a white
Dragon supporter for arms devised for
Sherlock Holmes by Allan Ailo as a tribute to the City of London where Holmes did
much of his sleuthing.
The Midland Ancestor Vol 17 No 13, March 2014, has but a single Griffin’s head
as the crest on the Lascelles arms, illustrating an article by Bernard Juby.
The Heraldry Gazette No 131, March 2014, has a red Welsh Dragon in the
emblem of the Pullman railway carriage company, an entry in the Photograph
competition, and a two-headed Eagle and some Martlets in a couple of the Willement
stained glass windows at Charlecote
Park in an article by Chris Purvis (which
also features his own arms).
The Coat of Arms No. 226, Autumn
2013 (came March 2014) has a winged
boar decorating a shield borne by
Geryon, one of the monsters attacked by
Heracles (right), a detail from a redfigure kylix (vase) by Euphronios,
Athens, c. 510 BC. The Walrus asked
the Oysters “whether pigs have wings?”
and according to the Greeks, some did.
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SOMERSET STRIKES BACK

A LATVIAN GRIFFIN and some Cumbrian Dragons

Library dragon can face up to future again after vandals’ attack
THE dragon carving outside Taunton’s main library has been fixed after vandals
damaged the sculpture last year.
The dragon, widely recognized as the county’ symbol, had part of its face and
right ear knocked off.
Sculptor Philip Thomason, who designed the dragon, made from clay with
stainless steel rods inside, said it took two days to fix.
He said: “The dragon has been there 18 years and it’s totally accessible to the
weather and the public, so it has done very well not to be damaged so far in that
time.”

Derrick Walkden sent a card showing a window in the Church of St Cuthbert with
St Mary, Carlisle (below). This window was dedicated on Sunday 25th April 1982, to
the Glory of God and to commemorate the people of Latvia in the hope that they can
sustain their Christian Heritage, maintain their national traditions, and one day restore
their country’s freedom.
The latter, at any rate, seems to have got off to a good start.. Note how, in the
Latvian national arms, the supporters of a red Lion and a white Griffin are cleverly
introduced to the shield. The lower coat of arms with its Dragon supporters, is that of
the City of Carlisle.

THE dragon before the repair . . .

. . . and after.

From the Somerset County Gazette, 20 February 2014, via Philip Hickman.

BOOK REVIEW

The Dragonology Chronicles Vol. IV THE DRAGON PROPHECY by Dugald
A. Steer (Dorking, 2012) completes the series that we first noted in Nos 114 and 127.
More thrilling adventures set in a Victorian world, with good Dragons and bad
Dragons and several humans centred on the young Daniel (the narrator), his sister
Beatrice and the indomitable Dr Ernest Drake, the propounder of Dragonology. At
issue is either the destruction or the preservation of dragons, and after many stirring
encounters the wicked human is consumed by a volcano and the dragons are saved,
but hidden away to keep them safe for the future. The ending is rather sentimental,
but like all good fairy tales, this is basically a morality in which Good overcomes
Evil, and we are encouraged to be respectful of dragons and indeed of all living
creatures. The author, who kindly sent the whole set in the new anniversary edition,
in paperback with new artwork on the covers, must be congratulated for his fertile
imagination, and the many illustrations by Nick Harris are an enhancement to the
narrative. Our thanks are unbounded.
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A CENTAUR CELEBRATING HIS CELERITY

This is another of Dave Perks’ series of Fabulous Beasts, drawn in an unusual
shaded style, with only the shadows filled in, while looking convincingly solid. The
Centaur is obviously moving at speed and he is either blowing a trumpet or drinking a
yard of ale, in either case evidently in a celebratory mood. Our thanks to Dave for
this innovative image.
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A JIGSAW PUZZLE
Carole Hodgson sent this page from the Wentworth Wooden Puzzles catalogue.
Note the capital letter D, a fine concoction.
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