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A Driftwood Dragon sculpted by James Doran-Webb

MURRAY MONSTERS AND LEICESTER LIONS

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

A DIRECTORY OF DRACOLOGISTS as requested by one of them.
Members on the College of Dracology mailing list as of November 2014.
(There are others, not listed here, who follow Dragonlore on the website;
those whom I know have a * before their name.)
This list may be consulted on the website under “Other Publications.” For any of
you without the necessary facilities, just drop me a line and I shall send a print-out
for the cost of the postage.
Saint Nicholas was last treated in No 113 in 2009, and there is little to add, except to
deplore the fact that under his alternative name of Santa Claus he is now regularly
referred to as “Santa” as if that were his first name rather than his title. His feast day
on 6th December is still celebrated in some parts of the world, though his visits with
his henchman Black Rupert to reward the good children and chastise the naughty are
now widely banned as being contrary to modern susceptibilities.

Leslie Hodgson sent these
two pictures of curious
creatures carved on the Cross
in Dunkeld, Perthshire, which
was built as a memorial to
George Augustus Alexander
John (Murray), 6th Duke of
Atholl, KT (died 184). The
cross itself is a fine piece of
fantastical Gothick design (see
back page). Leslie also sent a
picture of the winged lion
fountain in the town square at
Leicester (below). We saw
one of them on the cover of No 128 (July 2011) with details of its provenance inside,
but this time Leslie has captured the whole fountain.

The picture on the cover of a Dragon made from driftwood with a steel skeleton, took
a year to build by James Doran-Webb and is here being admired by his daughter
Diana. Unfortunately this clipping from The Times, sent in by Leslie Hodgson, does
not say where it is, so if anybody spots it, perhaps they would let us know its
whereabouts.
THE MERLION MASCOT
We have seen Singapore’s distinctive fountain before, but only in a rough line
drawing. Here it is culled from the Letters page of The Daily Telegraph of 23 October
2014 by Una Lewers (who also sent the card with the picture in the centre spread), in
a photograph which gives an idea of its scale, and reminds us that the Merlion, or
Lion-headed Fish, is Singapore’s trademarked mascot.
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JOURNAL SCAN

A GREEDY GRIFFIN

The Double Tressure No 37, 2014
has a Unicorn supporting the Royal
Arms on a Souvenir Programme for
the celebration of the QuarterCentenary of Aberdeen University,
but the arms as used in England and
not those designed for use in
Scotland, as would be expected these
days. It also has the blue Botreaux
Griffin as one of the quarters in an
exemplification of the Huntingdon
Panel, a carved wooden armorial
display in Provand’s Lordship, the
oldest house in Glasgow, now a
museum. The supporters of these
arms look very like Manticores,
though they may just be lions with
very human-like heads (right).
Tak Tent No 65, Autumn 2014 (November), has a Unicorn in the Royal Arms as
used in Scotland, part of a colourful relief in Banff, dating from 1634, one example of
“Heraldry in the Royal
Borough of Banff” by
Charles J Butrnett Esq,
Ross Herald
Extraordinary. There is
also a double-headed
Eagle with an escutcheon
on its breast showing a
tiny Dragon being
speared by “a mounted
horseman” on the flag of
the Russian Federation
seen in Chukotka, the
easternmost region of the
Federation bordering the
Bering Straits,
illustrating an article by
Professor James D.
Floyd of Floodhall (the
Editor) on “More holiday
heraldry and flags.”
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Cathie Constant discovered some old postcards from the War on Want campaign,
with art work by Ralph Steadman caricaturing the emblems of what were then our
four main banks, the Eagle of Barclays, the Black Horse of Lloyds, the truncated
triangle of NatWest and this one (above), the Griffin of the Midland, now sorely
missed. Each is supposed to show how the banks get rich by lending money to
despotic oversea governments who then pay the interest by collecting dues from the
oppressed poor. Whether true or even fair, Steadman’s cruel drawings give a new
twist to these signs.
A MYSTICAL MARVEL
A curious double Ouroboros with two
Dragons biting each other’s intertwined tails
(right). A detail from a card sent in by Ron
Lovell, whose wider significance escapes me,
with its intertwined tree branches, glowing
stars and figure with raised arms standing on a
pillar.
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St John watches as St Michael and his angels overcome the dragon.

(In the Musée des Tapisseries, Angers)

