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St George’s Day 2015

SAN JORGE, PATRON DE LA CABALLERIA, Flemish School

JOURNAL SCAN

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Much has been said in previous years about St George, and how 23rd April, his Feast
Day, is also significant in the lives of two of our greatest Englishmen, Shakespeare
and J.M.W.Turner, so now it is time to turn to another George, part of my family
history.
My father was one of five brothers and so was his father, and oddly enough my
other grandfather was also one of five brothers. We have a picture of them all at the
races, the “Lindsay boys,” in their grey suits and toppers and complete with
binoculars, standing in order of age. Lionel, David, Morgan and then my grandfather,
Colonel Walter Lindsay, followed by the youngest, Major General George Lindsay,
known to us as Uncle George. The last time I visited the Imperial War Museum,
there was a whole panel devoted to his achievements. Having served with distinction
throughout the First World War, he had formed the opinion, in spite of coming from a
horsey family, that there was no place for the horse in the modern battlefield, and
instead set about formulating the principles of mechanized warfare. In the
subsequent summer manoeuvres, his armoured division won all its mock battles, and
in the Middle East his theories proved to be perfectly practicable. The top brass were
not fully convinced, but the Germans took it up with enthusiasm and called it
Blitzkrieg. In his memoires, General Montgomery mentions George Lindsay as an
outstanding officer and wondered what happened to him, but never bothered to find
out. The last time I met him he was the nominated Governor for the West of England
in the event of a German invasion, which of course never happened. And what has
all this got to do with our studies? Well, one of the mechanized vehicles developed
during Uncle George’s post-war career was a tracked armoured troop carrier (I had a
Dinky Toy model of it) called the Dragon.

The Heraldry Gazette 135, March 2015 (though it came too late for our last issue)
has an elegant Dragon supporting the arms of Oliver Cromwell engraved on his
coffin plate, a rather mawky demi-Unicorn as a crest from some arms in Vienna, a
Griffin crest from York Minster and two red Dragons combatant on an unidentified
shield on the side of a building in Islington, apart from the Society’s usual black
Unicorn supporters. We wish the new Editor, Jane Tunesi, all the best for her
endeavours. Bernard Juby will be a hard act to follow.
The Heraldic Craftsman No 88 April 2015 has a large number of carved heraldic
Dolphins embellishing the arms of various Prime Wardens of the Worshipful
Company of Fishmongers, the earliest of which also has Dolphins on his shield.
Later there is a red Unicorn’s head, the emblem of the 50th Northumbrian Division,
and a fine Red Dragon for the 38th Welsh Division which was used in both World
Wars, these in an article illustrated by Roland Symons.
The Somerset Dragon, No 30, April 2015 has some Martlets on the Arundell arms,
a couple of two-headed Eagles, a tiny black Wyvern on a shield with thirty-six
quarterings, a demi-Griffin crest on an Ex Libris for George Strode, a red demiDragon as the crest on the Grinter arms, and these two splendid Griffins azure semee
de lys Or beaked ducally gorged and chained gold supporting the arms of the 2nd
Baron Ardern (below).

The picture on the cover is a miniature from the Legend Golden de Jacobo’s
voragine, c. 1228-98, and shows the Dragon as a rather large wingless lizard.
SOLUTION to the cryptic clue given in No 168 : UNICORNS
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BOOK REVIEW

CANADIAN HERALDRY AT ITS BEST

Dragons – Fearsome Monsters from Myth and Fiction by Gerrie McCall illustrated
by Myke Taylor (London 2007) has twenty full-page coloured pictures of different
kinds of Dragon, under three headings:- Ancient Legends, Mythological Dragons and
Media Dragons. The text briefly describes the source of each legend and its
geographical location and gives a few related facts under the heading “Did You
Know?” for each one. The main pictures are drawn from a very close-up perspective,
which gives the monsters huge heads with their bodies dwindling away behind them,
and they all have a certain sameness, even the Chinese Fats-Lung and Shen-Lung
looking more European than we are used to. There are many mistakes as well, for
instance, Beowulf’s Dragon is shown like a mediaeval monster breathing fire,
whereas in those days fire-breathing Dragons were unknown and Beowulf’s
adversary would have been an enormous water-serpent. The Wyvern is linked to the
story of the Mordiford Dragon, but both the tale and the drawing are quite unlike the
one we know. The Media Dragons include two from Tolkien’s epics and two from
Rowland’s Harry Potter books, and the Luckdragon from Michael Ende’s novel The
Neverending Story that I had not come across before. Others not well known to me
are the Gorynych from Russia, Krak’s Dragon from Poland, Orochi and Ryujin from
Japan, Apalala from Pakistan, Hatuibwari from the Solomon Islands and Jawzahr
from Iran. Since the descriptions of the legends we know are not entirely reliable,
perhaps we should take the others with a pinch of salt, but the book does give a good
selection of these fearsome creatures from around the world. For a taste of the style
of illustration, here is the Hungarian Horntail from the Harry Potter books (below)

Bernard Juby drew my attention to this entry in the records of the Canadian Heraldic
Authority of a Grant to the Gemini Power Corporation of Toronto, who work closely
with and for the Anishinaabe, one of the First Nations, whose mythology provides
some of the content and whose language gives the motto, meaning “Wisdom.” The
crest is a demi-Thunderbird Vert beaked and rayoné Or and the supporters are two
Mishipeshuweg Or armed and embellished Vert standing on poplar and birch
branches proper. The handsome Mishipeshu are underwater panther or lynx
creatures from Anishinaabe legends. The shield is blazoned Per fess serpentine Vert
and Or two beavers naiant that in chief contourné all within a border engrailed
counterchanged. Granted 15 April 2014 and painted by Linda Nicholson. The
original concept was by Bruce Patterson, who put the two beavers to stand for
Gemini, the Twins. Altogether it is an admirable design.
6

3

A FEARSOME FENCE-SITTER

A CHINESE CHALLENGE

Cathie Constant sent another of her
curious contributions (right) which
she may have seen sitting on the fence
at the bottom of her garden. I rather
like his expression and wonder what
he is up to. Many thanks to Cathy for
living up to her name.

Cathie Constant lives up to her name with a steady stream of items, many of them
Chinese Dragons like the one above from a travel brochure. The question is, what
can we tell about it? It has only four toes per foot, so is not Imperial, but has welldeveloped horns and whiskers, so is quite advanced in dragon evolution. The little
blue fans at each pectoral and pelvic joint may be incipient wings, but Chinese
Dragons could fly without wings because they were spiritual, and their artists did not
begin to put wings on Dragons until after they had seen pictures of heraldic Dragons
from Europe. If any of our erudite readers can tell us more, we would be glad to
learn.

A WOUNDED WYVERN
Bernard Juby sent this striking
design for the arms of a priest,
relating to Saint Michael, which one
may deduce from the motto, Quis ut
Deus, the Latin for “Who is like
God?” - the meaning of the saint’s
name.

MONSTERS OR MOUNTEBANKS ?
This amusing card turned up, showing four
mediaeval mummers wearing armorial shoulder
capes and bestial head-dresses. The stamp was
designed by Fritz Wegner MSIAD and issued by the
Post Office on 8th February 1981. I forget who sent
it, do forgive me.
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