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Tony Jones sent this photograph of a tea-towel he came across on a
market stall in Cardiff, noting that it contains almost every emblem of
Wales except the leek (unless they are shown in their past-their-best
state as the mantling!).
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Alice with the Mock-Turtle and the Griffin

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We have met St Brendan before, in No 85 in 2007, with about as much
information on him as is available, but here is a new take on him, from
A Calendar of SAINTS by James Bentley (London 1993):
MAY 16
Brendan the Voyager
Brendan sailed in skin-covered coracles, from Ireland to Scotland, then
to England and Wales. His most famous voyage, in search of the
promised land, was described in a famous saga known as the
Navigatio, which indicates that Brendan reached Greenland or even
North America. It is still possible to construct a coracle according to
the instructions of the Navigatio, and to sail it from Ireland to
Newfoundland.
Brendan was born near Tralee on the west coast of Ireland, and he
was brought up by a saint called Ita, who taught him three things that
God truly loves: ‘the true faith of a pure heart; the simple religious life;
and bountifulness inspired by Christian charity.’ (She added three
things that God hates: ‘a scowling face; obstinate wrong-doing; and too
much confidence in money.’)
Brendan founded several
monasteries, the most renowned being
at Clonfert, a centre famous for
missionary work, where he is said to
have directed three thousand monks.
He died in 578.
There follows this picture (right) but
without an explanation that it illustrates
his legendary exploit of landing on what
he thought was an island, only to
discover when he lit a fire to cook his
supper that it was in fact a whale. Since
then, Brendan’s totem of a whale has
counted as a fabulous beast.
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JOURNAL SCAN
Tak Tent No 67, Spring 2015 has
a rarity: a double-headed Phoenix
as the crest of the Worshipful
Company of Hackney Carriage
Drivers (right), whose arms were
recently matriculated at Lyon
Court.
Aspects of Heraldry Number 29,
2015, in an article by Edward
Mallinson on the armorial
windows at Bolling Hall, Bradford,
includes several Tempest Martlets
and a lively Cockatrice for
Langley (bottom right).
The New Zealand Armorist No 134, Autumn 2015 (came in May), an
issue largely devoted to the Generals of the First World War and their
armorials, has Martlets for both Hamilton and Birdwood and Unicorn’s
Heads for Godley, who was related to Lord Kilbracken, who had a
Griffin as a supporter (below).
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The cover picture is a coloured version of one of John Tenniel’s
illustrations to Lewis Carroll’s book “Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland” with a lively Griffin and a Mock-Turtle feeling very
sorry for himself. It was thought that the two creatures were caricatures
of real people that the real Alice would have known, and indeed in one
of the better films of the book the parts of these two were played by
actors without any animal heads or make-up, John Gielgud as the Mock
-Turtle and Malcolm Muggeridge as the Griffin, and it worked very
well, the casting being spot on.

A New Zealand Monster

TWO WARRIOR WINDOWS

Sue Elderton visited New Zealand for a couple of months and
discovered amongst many other wonders that they have Dragons there,
but found on closer inspection that they were Tuatara, a native species
of lizard (Sphenodon punctatus), the subject of a vigorous programme
of conservation. This one (above) is a juvenile.
Google celebrates our Patron Saint

Cathie Constant sent this heading that Google showed on 23rd April,
St George’s Day.
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Leslie Hodgson keeps his eyes open and his camera at the ready when
visiting churches and the like, thus keeping us supplied with copious
images. On the left is a St George memorial window from Leicester,
and on the right one from St Mary Aldermary, London, which may in
fact be St Michael if those are his wings peeping out behind his
shoulders.
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HERALDIC BEASTS ON POST OFFICE STAMPS

ANOTHER HERALDIC BEAST

Roger Seabury gave us this set of Post & Go stamps, clearly marked “1st
Class up to 100g” on each, though we have covered up that bit to show the
pictures better. The figures are closely based on line drawings by Chris
Wormell, then “painstakingly hand-crafted” and given “a brightly
coloured background chosen from a heraldically appropriate palette to add
to the vibrancy.” Of the six beasts shown, four are fabulous – Unicorn,
Yale, Griffin and Dragon – with only the Lion and the Falcon failing that
category, but we thought we would include them anyway.

Jim Winstanley has sent another of his heraldic compositions, this one
being the Heraldic Antelope badge of Sir John Beauchamp.
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