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Roger Barnes sent this illustration from a mediaeval Jewish
manuscript showing the Taberncle guarded by knights representing the
Tribes and with some very strange beasts in the corners. If any of our
learned readers could elucidate, we would be grateful.
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St Alban’s Day 2015

Winged Lion in the Arms of the Town of Giessen in Hesse
granted in 1916 painted by Carl-Alexander von Volborth

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Credit must be given to my son-in-law Mark for his technical
excellence on the computer in arranging the layout (I only write the
text and choose the pictures), and to my son Guy for providing the
computer, the printer and other necessities. We should also thank
Chris Jepson whose firm, Direct2Print at Stourbridge, do the highquality printing of the final result, and have done ever since we went
into colour with No 100. Before that copies were provided, as many as
we wanted, by my brother-in-law Roger on his office printer. Truly a
family effort.
Saint Alban, our first Christian martyr but one who never became our
Patron Saint, was treated in No 47 in 2004, when we said just about
everything that is known about him. For some reason, we then gave
the date of his feast day as 17 June, but all the sources I have now
consulted give it as 22 June, so that is what we shall now adopt – it
gives us a few extra days to scan late-coming journals.
Carl-Alexander von Volborth, whose painting of a winged lion is on
the cover, was a brilliant artist who specialized in heraldry. This
picture is from his book Fabelwesen der Heraldik (1996) as are those
on the page opposite. He was a good friend of Dragonlore and
contributed many items to our pages, including some fantastic beasts
he invented just for us. Over the years we also reviewed all his books
on heraldry, each one of which contained, as one would expect, many
examples of fabulous monsters.
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JOURNAL SCAN
The White Lion Society Newsletter 65, May 2015 has colour
pictures of all the Post Office Heraldic Beast stamps that we saw in No
170.
Heraldry in Canada Vol. 49, No. 1-2, Year
2015 has plenty of royal Unicorn supporters,
the Dolphin badge of Dr Robert Pichette and
some Martlets in the somewhat simplified
arms of McGill University (right).

The Norfolk Standard May 2015 has a
Salamander crest for Smith (right), a couple of
tiny two-headed Eagles in the arms of Naaren,
a Dutch town, a little Dragon’s head crest on a
bookplate and a fairly recent painting of the
Erpingham arms with its orle of Martlets.

The Heraldry Gazette 136 June 2015 has a
dearth of fabulous beasts, just a few Unicorns,
as usual, and this curious stone Salamander
from Sarlat in the Dordogne, France (right).
The Coat of Arms 229 Spring 2015 (came in
June), in an article on Football Heraldry, has
the badge of Leyton Orient with two Red
Dragons sitting on a Football (right), one of a
couple of dozen badges granted by the College
of Arms to The Football League intended to be
used by their various club members.
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SHERBORNE SURPRISE

HERALDIC HYBRIDS

David Vaudrey
lent me his copy of
the booklet Fan
Vaults and
Medieval Sculpture
from Sherborne
Abbey of which
this Six-headed
Dragon (three
visible) is just a
starter, with more
to come in future
issues. They are a
real treat.

A THAILAND
TREASURE
This carved
Dragon’s head
from a building
near Bangkok is
clearly oriental but
intriguingly
different from
those Chinese
examples with
which we are so
familiar.

Bird-Dragon from Bornholm,
Denmark

Goat-headed Eagle for the
Town of Treysa in Hesse

Manticor

Sea-Dragon

A selection of hybrid beasts from Fabelwesen der Heraldik by CarlAlexander von Volborth
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FOOTBALL FEATURES

GOTHIC GLORY

Sable two pallets Argent is not a coat of arms, but a piece of the shirt
worn by football players in the Newcastle United team. The rest of the
design is closely based on the arms of the City of Newcastle-uponTyne, Gules three castles triple-towered Argent, recorded and
confirmed with crest and supporters granted by William Flower,
Norroy King of Arms, in 1575, with a little latitude in the crest. In
both examples, the Seahorses are rather splendid.

The mediaeval stained glass windows of Sainte-Chapelle in Paris are
back on show after a seven-year period of restoration. This detail
featuring the seven-headed Dragon from the Apocalypse was
illustrated in the Telegraph and was sent in by several readers. It is
interesting to see how the artist spreads ten horns between seven heads.
In this version the largest head has three horns, one has two, and the
rest one each, but there is no rule and other artists have done it
differently.
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