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Von Volborth’s 2004 book finishes with a sad-looking dragon hanging head
down accompanied by this little verse:This dragon wanted glory and fame,
He knew there no moderation,
But his end was quite different, and that is a shame:
Stuffed and gilded as wall decoration,
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Michaelmas 2004

Mounted Warrior with a Dragon, from an early Ethiopian Bible

Next came The very peculiar
Codex of Pluckingham Court
(Wijnegem, 2004) with
another selection of the same
sort, from which have been
taken the arms of
“The
Imperial
Cuckold
Guards” (left) which shows
an unusual hybrid of a cock
with antlers, combining two
of the traditional symbols of
cuckoldry, and an ingenious,
but unnamed Sea-Siren which

The College of Dracology for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
We welcome new members Russ Fletcher, Frederick Hogarth, Brian North
Lee and Marc Van de Cruys.

The picture on the cover is taken from a copy of the first Bible to be printed
in an Ethiopic language (from The Bible: A History by Miller & Huber,
Oxford 2003), but no clue is given as to the topic depicted. The crowned
warrior being mounted, and a female figure leading the dragon with a rope
round its neck, would suggest the legend of St George, but he does not appear
in the Bible. Perhaps it illustrates a theme from the Book of Revelation, in
which the warrior could be St Michael the Archangel, but then again he is
never shown mounted on a horse. The style of the picture is rather like early
Persian miniatures, and possibly the artist was not entirely familiar with the
stories in the Bible, nor with later legends, and may have become a little
mixed up. Whatever the solution to the riddle, the dragon is sufficiently
unusual to be worth a place in our gallery
Apart from the three books cited in No 38, another useful reference work
about Saints is Discovering Saints in Britain by John Vince (Shire Books,
Princes Risborough, 1969, third edition 2001) which gives short biographies
of the principal saints found in church dedications, lists of saints in place
names, saints’ shrines, patronages of arts and trades and of places in Britain
and Ireland, their emblems, and a very thorough calendar of saints’ days. It
is illustrated with a host of pictures, mainly taken from statuary and window
glass, including five dragons and the ruin of St Ninian’s chapel at Whithorn
in Galloway (once his cathedral). It is a handy pocket size.
ADDITION to the A to Z
The DREZGHUL (“dread ghoul”?) from Moredun’s Unearthly History (see
No 48) is said to be a mortalator, which probably means “killer.” It is
difficult to visualise it from the description given in the book.
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has elements of land, sea and air attached to a
very attractive upper body (right).
Other strange hybrid monsters illustrated
include a dragon-mouse, a sort of manticor, a
dog-headed frog, a boar-headed steer, a bullheaded lion, a siren-sheep, a horse-headed lion
and a pig-dragon.
All of these are drawn in von Volborth’s
distinctive style, and reveal a strain of humour
which was scarcely evident in his earlier
heraldic books, the last of which was
published in 1996. If he has indeed found a
new lease of life, we shall certainly hope to
keep in touch, and bring to Dragonlore any
worthy new monsters he uncovers.
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A cheeky little mediaeval dragon

A Dragon from South Africa

This little creature was
spotted peeping out of
the margin of an
illuminated manuscript –
no date given – and has
all the characteristics of
a true dragon:- a long
serpentine body, one
pair of wings and one
pair of legs. Only its
face is most undragonlike.

A Light-hearted Revival
Carl-Alexander von Volborth is well-known as an heraldic artist, as was
noted in our issue No 15, and he has now turned, in collaboration with the
author and publisher Marc Van de Cruys, to producing some very amusing, if
somewhat ribald, parodies of the late mediaeval heraldic treatise. First is The
very dubious Codex Senilski (Wijnegem, 2001) with 72 plates, all in colour,
showing a wonderful variety of highly inventive arms and characters,
including not a few dragons and some original hybrids, of which the
Cavalleone, the Bullion and the Hippocondor are shown here (below).

Derek Taylor has kindly sent this picture of the badge of a replenishment ship
in the navy of the Republic of South Africa. It closely follows the pattern of
ships’ badges in the Royal Navy, as shown in No 8, but with the royal crown
replaced with what was then the crest of the arms of the Republic.
Drakensberg is the name of a range of mountains, which explains the blue fess
dancetty, but the red dragon seems to be more Welsh than African. What
would an African dragon look like?
6

3

BOOK REVIEW

The Dragon and the Saint’s Toe

THE COMPLETE DICTIONARY OF SYMBOLS
in Myth, Art and Literature, edited by Jack Tressider
(London, 2004) is a huge compilation which interprets
the meaning of “symbol” very widely. This is good for
us, because all our favourite fabulous beasts are included,
often with neat little illustrations which will surely come
in handy. Here, for instance (right), is the Minotaur,
from an ancient Greek vase painting, and the
accompanying text not only summarises the legend of Pasiphae, Theseus and
Ariadne, but gives the bull-man his proper name Asterion, and also describes
how the Minotaur has been used as a symbol of man’s half-animal nature, for
example, in the paintings of Picasso. Another example is the entry for the
Griffin, which is illustrated with this example of an Islamic bronze statuette
found in Italy (left below), and traces its influence as a solar symbol from the
ancient Middle East, where it was at one time taken as
a sign of Zoroastrianism, through classical times, when
it was sacred to Apollo, then in early Christian
iconography, used to symbolize the forces of
persecution and vengeance until it became reconciled
to the faith and emerged as a symbol of the dual nature
of Christ, until it came to stand for the virtue of
courageous vigilance, its main role in heraldry.
Compact, concise and well-informed, this compendium
will surely prove a useful source of reference.

Brian Wright came upon this story while doing research for his book on St
Bride.

A Dragon Tattoo

The saint founded a monastery in the prince’s kingdom and promised that
there his relics would be housed, but an angel appeared before him and
remonstrated with the saint on account of this rash promise, pointing out that
God had ordained that the saint’s resurrection would be in Ireland. This left
the saint in a wretched dilemma, however, God helped him to keep his
promise as a fiery dragon descended from Heaven and nipped off the little toe
of his right foot. Canice then gave thanks to God, left his toe as a relic at his
monastery and returned happy to Ireland!

According to a Sunday paper, the former Royal butler
and successful author Paul Burrell has acquired a
tattoo of a Welsh Dragon. The press article was
illustrated with this drawing by Iolo Williams (right)
which has been available to tattooists, but it is not
claimed that this is the one that Burrell has had
applied, and he is reported to have said that the tattoo
is a private matter between him and his wife, though
it seems that it was acquired during a stay in North
Wales, where they run a flower shop. When asked if
he had not had a Chinese dragon (a favourite tattoo subject), he was most
indignant that, if he had one at all, it would certainly be Welsh.
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While we are familiar with the close connection of Chinese dragons and
Heaven, this is much rarer in the West. There is the famous example from the
Book of the Revelation of St John where “Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great
dragon was cast out…….”, but there is an example of a dragon being sent
from heaven to help an early Irish saint out of a dilemma!
In the early Irish church anyone who founded a church, abbey or nunnery
automatically became a saint, so these early founders, and their followers,
knew sainthood would be certain. At the same time the cult of relics was
very popular and widespread, and in some cases ‘bits’ of prospective saints
were in demand even before they had died. Teeth were the usual items that
forthcoming saints gave to their followers and donated to churches, but a few
saints are known to have given other parts of their bodies for use as relics.
One of these was Saint Canice who was travelling in Italy and managed to
incur the displeasure of a local prince who made three attempts to kill him.
However, the saint was miraculously saved on each occasion and, after the
third attempt, the prince was struck with remorse and begged forgiveness,
offering himself and his city to the service of Canice.

This story is to be found in Vitae Sanctorum Hiberniae, edited by Carolus
Plummer, Oxford, 1910.
BrianWright
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