An Elegant Essex Entrance
One of a pair of stone Griffin gate guardians at Layer Marney Tower, near Tiptree in
Essex, sketched by HK.
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Heraldic Antelopes supporting the Arms of Humphrey Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, drawn by Geoffrey Musset.

or otherwise. Further research would be welcome, but in the meantime I suspect a bit
of fancy by the artist.

The College of Dracology for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
Saint Brendan the Navigator, whose feast day falls on 16 May, was born near Tralee
in County Kerry on the west coast of Ireland, about 486. He spent his early
childhood in the care of Ita, the abbess of a community in Limerick, and was
educated by another saint, Erc, Bishop of Kerry. He founded several monasteries, the
best-known being Clonfert, of which he was the abbot, in 559 or thereabouts, and
made many missionary voyages, to Scotland, to visit Columba, and to Wales and
Brittany, where he met St Malo, travelling in a skin-covered boat like a large coracle.
After his death in 575 (or perhaps 578), stories of his travels grew in magnificence,
the most famous one having him crossing the Atlantic (which has recently been
repeated in a replica craft, to
prove that it was possible).
Another good tale has him and his
crew landing on the back of a
whale, mistaking it for an island,
to celebrate Mass at Easter. Only
when they lit a fire to cook their
supper did they waken the whale,
causing much fright and a hasty
departure in their boat.
The
whale remains St Brendan’s
emblem, and perhaps this one
should be reckoned a fabulous
beast.
The picture on the cover is taken from Heraldry and the Heralds by Rodney Dennis
(London, 1982), where it illustrates a chapter on “Richard II and Heraldry.” The
relevant paragraph is as follows:“The case of the Staffords is interesting. Thomas of Woodstock (the name was
derived from the royal manor near Oxford), youngest son of Edwards III, whose arms
were France Ancient and England quarterly with a bordure argent, married Eleanor,
elder daughter and co-heir of Humphrey de Bohun, through whom he acquired the
Earldom of Essex and the hereditary Constableship. He was also created Earl of
Buckingham and Duke of Gloucester. He was murdered in 1397 on the orders of
Richard II, apparently being smothered with a feather mattress. He left no male
issue, and his elder daughter Anne married Edmund Stafford, Earl of Stafford. Their
son Humphrey Stafford succeeded to the Earldoms of Stafford and Buckingham, and
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Dragon, but one of the
Western variety with a
long snout and a burst of
flame coming from his
mouth, four legs and
surprisingly small wings
(right). This may have
been part of a set of
mediaeval
fantasy
figures, and I would not
be surprised if elsewhere
in the toyshop there had
been
models
of
dragonslayers, even St
George himself.

as Constable of England, and was created Duke of Buckingham in 1444. When
Humphrey was created a Knight of the Garter in 1429, his stall-plate showed the
Stafford arms alone. It was after he was appointed Captain of Calais in1442 that the
change occurred. His seal then showed his quarterly arms with Woodstock in the first
quarter, Bohun of Hereford second, Bohun of Northampton third, and Stafford last.”
So much for the arms shown, beautifully drawn by Geoffrey Musset, but for the
rest of the fascinating story, reference should be made to Dennis’s book. No reason is
given for the choice of heraldic antelopes for supporters, but they are very handsome.
We dealt with Antelopes, heraldic and otherwise, in Nos 17 and 18.

Annie Robertson and Roger Seabury both sent versions of a new 78p postage
stamp issued to mark St George’s Day, illustrated by Clare Melinsky. The
accompanying folder also has a picture of the annual St George’s Day celebration in
Salisbury, with an armoured warrior on foot, swinging a sword against a large bright
turquoise dragon ridden by a jester, and watched by an admiring crowd in the market
place.

NEWS FROM THE ANTIPODES
The New Zealand Armorist, No. 101 (Summer, 2007) – rather
an ambiguous date, better if the month were named – carries
an article by Gregor Macaulay on the arms of Alwyn Keith
Warren, fourth Bishop of Christchurch, whose father’s grant
of arms in 1924 had for a crest A wyvern reguardant Argent
supporting with its dexter claw a sword point upwards Gules
pommel and hilt Or, seen here in a drawing by Roger Barnes,
which shows a checky collar, presumably Azure and Or like
the pale in the shield, but omitted from the blazon as given
here. The Bishop’s father, Major Thomas John Cory Warren, was born in Plymouth,
Devon, in 1860, and emigrated to New Zealand in 1891, where, among other
activities, he gained his military rank as an officer in the New Zealand Regiment of
Artillery Volunteers His arms as granted were quite novel though the blue and gold
checkers were traditional in many Warren and Warenne families, and some also had
wyvern crests. The sword held by this wyvern was probably intended to symbolise
Major Warren’s military service.

A DRAGONSLAYER FROM
SPAIN

Marc Van de Cruys has sent a picture (opposite) of the arms of the Holy Roman
Empire, taken from the Wappenbuchlein by Virgil Solis (1555) with Griffin
supporters whose lower halves are more bovine than leonine, having obviously
cloven hooves rather than paws. Marc wonders whether this was a common practice
in those days, though I have never come across it before. Certainly, Roman Griffins
always had leonine bodies, and though winged and man-headed bulls were common
enough in the ancient Middle East, I cannot recall a single eagle-headed bull, winged
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This spirited drawing from Zaragoza may not
be St George, as the device on his shield looks
like the arms of Valencia, where the dragon
supporter, sometimes changed into a bat, is
supposed to have originated from badly drawn
mantling. The dragon being trampled by the
horse, and about to be speared, is evidently a
different species, judging by the shape of his
head, and is real enough. Note the snub nose,
absence of horns, and only two legs, quite a
convincing beast. (I must admit that I cannot
remember who sent it in, or when, but it is a
lively contribution, much admired, so thank
you, whoever you are.)
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Some Gloucestershire Surprises

FROM THE POSTBAG

On a visit with the Somerset Heraldry Society to Gloucester Cathedral, ably guided
by Richard Cann, note was taken of an unusual feature of the giant brass lectern.
Under the claws of the traditional eagle was a delightfully vibrant little dragon
struggling for its life. Such a detail probably represents the Church’s view that the
dragon stands for Satan, the embodiment of evil, while the eagle is the symbol of St
John the Evangelist spreading the Gospel (which is what the lectern is for) and thus
overcoming the evil.
Later in the day we visited Elmore, first the Parish Church and then the great
house, Elmore Court, home of the Guise baronets, where some of the old furniture
was decorated with lively carvings of dragons and unicorns, some apparently in
combat (below). There was also an attractive and ingenious colourful glass dragon in
one of the display cabinets.

Tony Jones has sent a picture
he took on a recent visit to
Margam Park, near Port Talbot
in West Glamorgan, showing a
wooden carving of a shylooking dragon. This statue,
carved from a tree-trunk, is a
most unusual sort of dragon,
for though it has the wings and
barbed tongue and tail, as one
might expect, his head is more
like a horse and the body and
limbs, apart from the paws, are
very human. It would be good
to hear from the artist
responsible if there was some
kind
of
legend
of
a
transformation of an evil
person into a dragon (similar to
the Werewolf), or of a good
dragon who earned a human
form but did not quite make it
(like Hans Andersen’s Little
Mermaid), or even if it was just
the carver’s whim. In any case,
the artist deserves to be
congratulated on turning a treetrunk into a notable addition to
the grounds of Margam Park.

A Fabulous Beast from Colonial America
The issue of TAK TENT (The Heraldry
Society of Scotland Newsletter No 36) for
April 2007 has a review by David T Boven
of The Gore Roll: An Early American
Roll of Arms by David B. Appleton,
illustrated with a couple of examples of its
heraldic art, one of which, shown here, has
a crest of a basilisk, or perhaps a cockatrice,
demonstrating
that
early
American
colonists, around Boston, at any rate, were
determined to preserve their status as
gentlemen and used coats of arms to that
end.
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James Pettigrew was in what
he called a “real old-fashioned
toyshop” in Gerrards Cross,
where he was giving a one-day
seminar introducing heraldry,
when he saw a model of a
dragon, four inches high, and
was so taken with it that he
acquired it and sent it to me as
a very welcome gift. Made of
some tough sort of plastic, it is
stamped “Made in China” on
the base, but it is not a Chinese
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