Gregor Macaulay sent the Order of
Service of his marriage to Catherine Ogle
from last February with the cover
illustrated by Roger Barnes, that included
this charming little vignette of St Michael
slaying a dragon in one corner. Note that
the Dragon has four legs in the best style
of the Tudors, and is not the typical
medieval sort with only two legs that the
Tudors renamed the Wyvern. Of course,
nobody has ever heard of St Michael and
the Wyvern, which is presumably why all
Dragons from this time onward have
always had four legs.
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Brian Wright sent some
photographs
of
curious
creatures he had come across
on his travels, one showing a
pair of five-foot fibre-glass
Dragons guarding one of the
entrances to the Bank Station
in the City of London, and the
other showing a triplet of
golden full-breasted, featherywinged but legless Dragons
adorning the Headquarters
building of the Norwich
Union Insurance Company in
Norwich. I have attempted to
draw one of these latter here.
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A Centaur on a mediaeval Limoges buckle plate drawn by J. Gibbons

The College of Dracology for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
We welcome new member Catherine Constant.
St Catherine was the daughter of the King of Cyprus in the fourth century, and legend
records that she met her death in Alexandria at the hands of Emperor Maxentius,
who, because Catherine refused to sacrifice to his gods, commanded that four spiked
wheels be set up and that her body be crushed between them.
She is patroness of jurists, students, philosophers, millers, wagon makers, young
women and teachers. Her usual symbol is a spiked wheel, but she may be shown
holding a sword.
St Catherine was one of the most popular saints of the Middle Ages. There are
eighty churches dedicated to her in England, situated as far apart as Crook, Cumbria,
and Ventnor, Isle of Wight, and she has given her name to the villages of
Catherington, Hampshire, and St Catherine, Somerset.
Although in the Church’s calendar 25th November is set aside as her feast day,
children may more easily remember her as they light their Catherine Wheels on 5th
November. (From John Vince, 1969)
Apart from the spectacular Catherine Wheels, other favourite fireworks include
the popular Roman Candles, Slimy Serpents and the delightful Dragon’s Breath.

gorged with a golden naval crown and brandishing a
golden streak of lightning, all on a blue field, and is quite
unlike the badge of HMS CHURCHILL, which has a lion
from the crest of John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough
(and no maple leaves). Churchill, Manitoba, takes its
name from the River Churchill which was named for that
same Duke (1685-1722) who was at the time Governor of
the Hudson’s Bay Company (1685-91) and had a pair of
Wyverns as supporters, though they were red. The naval
radio station was first established in August 1943 and was
commissioned as a shore establishment from 1st July 1956
to 11th July 1966, when it became Canadian Forces Station
Churchill.
Another badge, for the minesweeper HMCS
KINGSTON, commissioned in 1996 and based in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, is red with a golden Griffin with blue claws
and tongue, holding a silver anchor and rising from a silver
crown vallary (right). This Kingston is named after a
fortified town on the shores of Lake Ontario that was
founded by Count Louis de Buade of Pallau and Frontenac,
who had a Griffin in his arms, as does the present City of
Kingston.
Steven Q Henriques
sent a photograph and a
drawing he had made
from it (seen here) of two
of a set of strange
creatures eating grapes,
to be found at the
entrance to the Basilica
of St Mary Magdalene at
Vezelay in Burgundy.
From the photograph
they appear to be part of
a decorated capital on top
of a pillar, with another
pair of similar beasts to
their right.
Steven
wonders why they do not
seem to be enjoying their
grapes,
and
what
significance they may
have. Any ideas?

The picture on the cover was sent in by Steven Ashley, and shows a mediaeval buckle
plate, most probably made in Limoges in the late 12th or early 13th century, and found
with the aid of a metal-detector in the parish of Swaffham, Norfolk, in August or
September 2007. The elaborate enamelled decoration shows a centaur (with the body
of a lion rather than a horse) with a shield in his left hand and a club in his right, on a
blue field. The upper part of the centaur is filled with green enamel with a yellow
border, while the lion-like lower body has a bifurcated tail, a patch of blue and white
on the upper foreleg and green and yellow on the upper rear leg, There are two rivets
on the attachment edge, and the head of the centaur is modelled in relief on the gilt
head of a separate rivet, with traces of engraving delineating features. The whole
piece is about 37mm by 39mm in size, and evidently parts of it are missing, but what
a wonderful find it is. It is listed as Historic Environment Record 29207, and we are
grateful to Steven for sharing it with us. Those who know Steven’s well-illustrated
book East Anglian Archaeology 101: Medieval Armorial Horse furniture in Norfolk
(2002) will recognize that he is an expert in this field and that Norfolk is full of
treasures for the metal detector.
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The Heraldic Tyger, a Semi-Mythical Monster

AN AMERICAN DRAGON ?

There are still a few
of Margaret Young’s
essays on Fabulous
Beasts from Friar’s
New Dictionary of
Heraldry, illustrated
by Andrew Jamieson,
that we have not yet
reprinted, so here is
one more of them:-

Tony Sims, writing in The Norfolk Standard for September 2007, describes a visit to
the Green Dragon inn, a 15th century half-timbered building once owned by the
nearby Wymondham Abbey, just west of Norwich, where he saw a picture of a lively
green demi-dragon wielding some sort of red object, perhaps a flaming carrot or more
likely a burning bomb. This had once adorned the nose of a Liberator bomber
belonging to the 389th Bombardment Group of the United States Army Air Force,
which was stationed at the nearby Hethel aerodrome during the last war. Evidently
the inn was much frequented by the American airmen, and they adopted and adapted
the inn sign to their own purposes.

FROM THE POSTBAG
Dave Freeman sent in some more Canadian ships’ badges. This one for the naval
radio station in Churchill, Manitoba, appropriately named HMCS CHURCHILL
(note the little maple leaves at the base of the rope frame), has a silver Wyvern
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Tyger The tyger of
heraldry
is
quite
unlike the tiger of
nature. He has a body
like a wolf, with a
thick mane and a
lion’s tail. He has
massive, powerful jaws and a pointed snout. He is described in medieval bestiaries as
being speckled, although in later times he was believed to be red, and this became his
usual colour in heraldry. Hyrcania, a region in Persia, is quoted as being the principal
home of the tyger. He was very ferocious and very speedy, and famed for his
swiftness by the Persians, who called their arrows ‘tygris,’ and in his turn he gave his
name to the fast-flowing river Tigris. In addition to their swiftness the female tigers
showed great care and devotion to their cubs. There is a story concerning this in
Guillim’s Display of Heraldry:
‘Some report that those who rob the tygre of her young, use a policy to detainne their
damme from following them by casting sundry looking-glasses in the way, whereat
she useth to long to gaze, whether it be to behold her own beauty or, because she
seeth one of her young ones; and so they escape the swiftness of her pursuit.’
Because of this fable the tyger often appears in arms either holding, or looking into, a
mirror. In modern times the natural tiger is also used as an heraldic charge, but is
blazoned as a Bengal tiger proper to distinguish it from its mythological cousin. MY
In fact the heraldic Tyger is not that much more different from the natural beast than
the heraldic lion is from its natural counterpart, and strange legends are told about
both creatures, but if tradition now holds the Tyger to be a mythological monster, we
are happy to go along with the tide. The Bengal tiger was used by the army in its
badges to indicate service in India, just as the Sphinx showed service in Egypt, the
Lamassu service in Mesopotamia, and the Chinese Dragon service in the Far East, and
amidst this fabulous crew must have felt somewhat out of place.
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Some Griffins that could not possibly fly.

Some Gems from the Past
Dipping into some back numbers of The New Zealand
Armorist (kindly sent by Iain Boyd) I found a few
pictures worth reprinting. First is this splendid rendering
of the arms of Lord Cobham, with its Triton supporters
(also known as Mermen), from the carving made by
Patrick Mulcahy for Government House, Wellington. It
is one of a series showing the arms of all the GovernorsGeneral of New Zealand; Sir Charles John Lyttelton,
10th Viscount Cobham, GCMG, TD, (Bart) held that post
from 1957 to 1962. This carving was based on a
bookplate design by Reynolds Stone.
Also in the same issue of the Armorist (No 64, Spring
1997) was this drawing of the Badge of the Aviation
Security Service 1993, by Roger Barnes. For those who
like colour, the Pegasus is Argent, winged, crined, tailed
and hoofed Or on a light blue oval, dark blue outside the
chain; chain, title and edging Or; New Zealand stars Gules
fimbriated Argent; scroll light blue with dark blue backing
and red lettering.
In another issue of the Armorist (No72, Spring 1999)
there is an article by Jim McCready about the Heraldic
Artist Paul Boesch (1889-1969) which includes among the
many illustrations of his work this drawing of the arms of
the City and Land of Basel supported by a Basilisk. The
canton Basel was split into two parts, the urban Baselstadt
keeping the old arms of a black ‘bishop’s staff’ on white, while the rural Baselland
had a red one, shown facing the other way for the sake of symmetry. For an
interesting comparison, see the 1511 version of the arms (before the split) shown on
the cover of Dragonlore Number 12.

Here is another of the plates from London’s Armory of 1677, the Clothworkers’
Arms.
Note how small are the wings on the Griffin supporters. Aerodynamically, they
could never leave the ground, unless, like wingless Chinese Dragons, they were to
use magical ethereal power, but then there is no hint of that in their mythology.
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