June Marriage has sent a photograph of
a detail from a carved screen in the
church of St Peter Parmantegate, King
Street, Norwich, showing a wyvern-type
dragon being addressed by a cheerfullooking St Michael brandishing his
sword over his head and holding a little
shield in front of him. It is most unusual
to see the Archangel before the
encounter rather than standing victorious
at or near its end with the victim beneath
his feet.
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Helen Murray sent a picture of a cast metal badge that
at first sight looked like a weird hybrid of a cat with
one of its legs growing into a serpent, but she said it
was the crest of the Macthomas Clan, and consulting
the monumental Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia
by George Way of Plean and Romilly Squire
(Glasgow, 1994) it turns out that their crest is A demicat-a-mountain rampant guardant Proper, grasping in
his dexter paw a serpent Vert, langued Gules, its tail
environing the sinister paw (right). So, sadly, not a
rare new monster but a strange coupling all the same.
(“Environing” evidently means “twisted around.”)
Vernon Rolls sent a picture of a charmingly delicate green Dragon embracing an
initial letter J, drawn by his wife Ann, who is a calligrapher. For those with the
necessary means, it may be seen on her website.

UNICORN AND ARK JOKES NEVER CEASE

Here is another one, from The Daily Mail, 14 December 2007.
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A Celtic Medley from Penrhyn Castle, Bangor

FROM THE POSTBAG

The College of Dracology for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
The Gospel according to St Matthew opens with “the generation of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham.” Every ancestor is named, with fourteen
generations from Abraham to David, another fourteen from David “until the carrying
away into Babylon,” and fourteen more from then “unto Christ.” The last step is said
to be “And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is
called Christ.” So it follows that if Jesus was the son of David, the son of Abraham,
then Joseph must have been his father, even though after he had taken Mary as his
wife, he “knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his
name JESUS.” Perhaps he had been asleep, but in any case the important thing was
that the prophecy was fulfilled.
In the next chapter, St Matthew tells the story of Herod the king and the wise men
from the east, who asked him “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” Herod
consulted his chief priests and scribes, who told him of the prophecy that such a one
would be born in Bethlehem, so he sent the wise men there and said, “Go and search
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again,
that I may come and worship him also.” So there they went, and the star showed
them where the child was. After they had worshipped him and presented him with
their gifts of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, they were “warned of God in a
dream that they should not return to Herod,” so “they departed into their own country
another way.”
Then “the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I
bring thee word; for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” Meanwhile,
Herod, “when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and
sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently
enquired of the wise men.” And so yet another prophecy was fulfilled, which seems
to be the main concern of St Matthew’s account.
Yet historians now argue that if such a terrible event had actually happened, then
surely at least one of the chronicles of the age would have made some mention of it,
though they can find no record whatsoever, and conclude that the whole story was
made up as propaganda. The Massacre of the Innocents certainly became a vital
piece of the Christian story, but perhaps it was not entirely an invention, even if it
never actually happened. It may have been that threats were made, sufficiently
plausible to persuade the Angel, that is to say, a messenger, to warn Joseph of the
possible danger and to advise him to flee to safety in Egypt (again to fulfil a prophecy
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Catherine Constant gave me a picture of a
carving (right), now being used as a table-top,
showing a strange beast that may just be a
fancifully elongated cat or lion, although it
has some unusual features, such as its floral
tail. Information about its provenance would
be helpful.

James Dempster has e-mailed an enlarged picture of a seal of King Robert II of
Scotland, which shows him seated on his throne, holding a sceptre in his right hand
and with his left hand held over his heart. Before his feet are two little dragons, their
tails intertwined (below).

Melvyn Jeremiah sent two
pictures of the dragon atop
the spire of St Mary-leBow, one in sunshine and
one in shadow, and they do
show rather more detail
than the tiny sketch printed
in the last issue, so, many
thanks to Melvyn for his
rapid
response.
Photographs
do
not
reproduce easily with our
means, so this rendering
(right) will have to do.
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A SIXTEENTH-CENTURY DRAGONSLAYER
This picture is taken from a manuscript volume of Latin Epigrams, once in the library
of Cardinal Wolsey and now in the Bodleian Library (MS Bodley 523), and was used
for the binding on the Folio Society edition of George Cavendish’s Life and Death of
Thomas Wolsey (1962). The dragon is very dog-like, apart from his long barbed tail
and little feathered wings, and there is no identification on the knight, though it is
almost sure to be St George, in view of the royal significance of the border emblems.

when he came back) but not sufficiently convincing to lead the chroniclers to write it
up. Their main concern was in any case to record actual events. I have once before
suggested that some of the miraculous revitalising of saints such as St George who
were reputed to have been hacked to pieces, burnt alive, or disembowelled, and then
found to be intact the following morning, may be a result of terrible threats which
were never actually carried out. Whether this was the case or not, whether the
Massacre was an actual atrocity or just an imaginative story, the Holy Innocents are
universally remembered on 28 December each year, just after Christmas.
----------------------------------------------------------The picture on the cover was sent in by Elizabeth Roads, and is taken from the guidebook to Penrhyn Castle near Bangor in North Wales, which she visited and found full
of delights. The medley of Celtic dragon forms carved in relief is one of the main
decorative features in the principal hall of the castle, and appears to be a nineteenthcentury fantasy on early Welsh culture. It is certainly a very attractive piece of work,
and if any of our readers knows it and would like to comment upon it, we would be
delighted to hear from them.

THE SALAMANDER
Although there have been many mentions of the Salamander in our pages, with early
references in passing in Nos 1, 7 & 8 and an A-Z definition in No 9, followed by a
drawing of it by Andrew Jamieson in No 10, another by Roland Symons in the RAF
badge for No 79 Squadron in No11 and further mentions in Nos 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, 25
and 27, as well as illustrations of it in Nos 55, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69 and 77 (twice), we
have not yet been treated to Margaret Young’s essay on this creature from Friar’s
New Dictionary of Heraldry, illustrated as ever by Andrew Jamieson, so here it is:Salamander The salamander of nature is a harmless little
amphibian which in fables was invested with fabulous
powers which commended it to heraldry. It was thought
that if a fire burned for seven years a salamander would be
born. Also it was believed to be the most poisonous living
creature. A salamander, if frightened, will exude a milky
substance which makes its skin very moist, and so it was
believed to be able to withstand any amount of heat and
even to put out fires. Therefore as an armorial device it is
always surrounded by fire, and in early heraldry was
depicted somewhat like a short-legged dog. One writer,
owning some of its supposed hair, says, ‘I have several times put this in the fire and
made it red hot and after taken out, which being cold, yet remaineth perfect wool or
fine downy hair.’ Marco Polo disbelieved all this, saying that the true salamander
was an incombustible substance found in the earth, and in fact a substance known as
Vein of Salamander found in the mountains of Tartary is asbestos. Pliny believed the
creature to be a kind of lizard which sought great heat in which to breed, but that it
could quench fire with the frigidity of its body. He experimented with it, but the
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salamander was reduced to ashes from which he made medicine.
The salamander has become the symbol of enduring faith which triumphs over the
ardour of passion. It was the badge of Francis I of France, with the motto ‘I nourish
[the good] and extinguish [the bad],’ and is beautifully portrayed, much more lizardlike, in the Chateau of Blois, Loire-en-Cher, France. It is used by some insurance
companies in their arms with an obvious reference to its fire-fighting attributes. MY
Margaret does not mention the elemental spirit of fire, as described by Paracelsus,
and it is likely that what he had in mind was nothing like a newt or lizard, but should
be visualised, if that is necessary, more like a spark or a firefly. Perhaps the Pyrallis
of Cyprus (see the A-Z Supplement in No 15) is closer to Paracelsus’s idea of the
spirit of fire that he named the Salamander, but then such an ethereal being would not
be easy to depict in an heraldic setting, and Margaret was writing, after all, for a
Dictionary of Heraldry.

Masonic Order, each featuring the strange winged Satyr-like
creatures much used in the heraldry of Freemasons (left).
Known as Cherubim, they have the heads and upper bodies of
humans with large feathered wings in the place of their arms
and the lower bodies and legs like those of a goat. Whether
these are accurate representations of the heavenly hierarchy
that follows the Seraphim in precedence, or merely a Masonic
tradition, it is for others to say, but they certainly make a
fabulous impression.
Other heraldic monsters depicted in this issue are the twoheaded Eagle on the Serb coat of arms, and the Unicorn crest
over the arms of Warrington Borough Council (now said to be
in Cheshire, but actually an ancient Lancashire town, being
north of the River Mersey), arms that are lately being largely displaced by a trendy
logo. Gonfanon certainly keeps up with the news.

MORE MONSTERS FROM CANADA
Gordon Macpherson sent a bookplate he has recently
made for Jorge Luis Rivera III, showing a Wyvern in
the arms on a shield and also on a standard, together
with the badge and the crest, both with wyvern wings,
with another Wyvern holding up the standard (right).
Gordon wondered whether he was “taking liberties”
by using the Wyvern as a sort of supporter, since Mr
Rivera is not entitled to supporters in his achievement
of arms, but it could be argued that this Wyvern is no
supporter, but simply the one from the arms that has
broken out, discarding his cross crosslet fitchy, and
found something else to hold. Lucky Mr Rivera, who
gets three Wyverns in the place of one, and the bestdrawn beastie of its kind that we have seen for a long
time.
Also from Canada comes Gonfanon No 18.3 (Autumn 2007) which contains
among other heraldic delights the arms recently granted to the city of Melfort,
Saskatchewan. Devised by Bruce Patterson, Saguenay Herald and one of our own
dracologists, the crest is A demi-male griffin Vert beaked membered and rayed Or
surmounting a shield of most original aspect: Per fess bevelled in chief paly pily
Sable and Or, in base Vert, with golden black-horned-and-hooved Wapiti as
supporters standing on a golden compartment tapissé of wheat Or, all most
beautifully painted by Ilona Jurkiewicz. The dark green “male griffin” with golden
bits is most impressive, but it is such a pity that we have not persuaded the Canadian
Heraldic Authority to adopt one of our suggested alternative names for this
misleadingly-titled creature, whether Keythong, Ormogriff or even “mailed griffin.”
In the same issue of Gonfanon are the arms of two Canadian Grand Lodges of the
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Finally from Canada, Dave
Freeman sent this badge
(right) for the Canadian Naval
Air Squadron VS-880, which
is blazoned Or, in base three
barrulets undy Azure, and
issuing therefrom a demiopinicus Sable armed and
langued Gules and holding in
the dexter paw a maple leaf of
the last. A note explains that
the Opinicus resembles the
Griffin, but that the fore legs
are those of the lion and not
those of the eagle, and that the
symbolism employed is fairly
obvious. The motto, “Reperer
et Détruire,” means “To seek
out the foe and to destroy
him.” Dave adds that VS-880
was a naval anti-submarine
squadron formed in 1951 and
originally
equipped
with
Avenger aircraft, converting to Tracker aircraft in 1956, and then merged in July
1959. The 1977 book Badges of the Canadian Forces (see No 78) shows the same
badge and motto, but with a frame like those of the RCAF instead of this winged one,
for 880 Maritime Surveillance Squadron, evidently after the merger of all the
Canadian Armed Forces in 1968 and the loss of their last aircraft carrier in 1970.
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