A QUENCHER

Dragonlore
The Journal of The College of Dracology
No.173

St Helen’s Day 2015

If you are really thirsty, the Welch may have the answer.
Issued 18 August 2015 by Ralph Brocklebank, Orland, Church Avenue, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QS

Website:- www.dragonlore.co.uk E-mail:- ralph@dragonlore.co.uk

8

Griffins supporting the Arms of Caerphilly

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
St Helen (255-330), celebrated on 18th August, was last noted in No 88,
2007. She was the mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, and is
credited with finding the cross upon which Jesus was crucified. When
over seventy years old, she made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and
supervised the building of a church at Calvary, at which time it is
claimed that she found buried the True Cross. Like the loaves and the
fishes, this has miraculously provided a multitude of pieces so that
every church in Eastern Europe that wanted one, and many in Western
Europe, could have a genuine relic. Today we may scoff at miracles,
and indeed the author, actor, comedian and pundit Stephen Fry has
announced that “All religion is superstition,” defining superstition as
believing something to be true which in fact is not. As a materialist, he
may well disbelieve in miracles, but these are not at the heart of
religion, which offers a path to lead one to a better life. The Eightfold
Path, the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes - these are not
superstitions, but guidance on how to achieve betterment in oneself.
Fry does not always get it right, and in his time has rolled out a few
scientific superstitions – that light is invisible, that horns are made of
bone, that “rhythm” is the longest word in English without a vowel –
but has admitted that much of what we accept today as scientifically
correct will in time be shown to be false. So perhaps one day certain
events will again be recognized as miraculous.
The arms of Caerphilly, as seen on the cover, and note besides the
splendid Griffin supporters a cheeky Welsh Dragon’s head poking out
from the crest, may now be seen embroidered on the back of the
shoulder sash of the drum major of the regimental band of the Royal
Welsh, following an initiative by Tony Kelly to foster good
relationships between regiments and the civic bodies that sponsor
them. Tony’s business, Firmin and Sons Ltd, make insignia and
regalia for many army units, and he is an authority on military
ceremonial. We are grateful to him for sending the picture of the arms.
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JOURNAL SCAN
The New Zealand Armorist 135, Winter 2015 (August) has three
Martlets in the arms of Cargill.
The White Lion Society Newsletter 66, August 2015 has the two
Wyverns in the arms of the Longbridge Deverill Parish Council that we
saw in No 168.
Gonfanon Vol 26, No 2, Summer 2015 (August) has a Griffin crest
on the arms of Ted McNabb, the new President of the RHSC (below).
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A DRAGON DOORMAT

MORE NORWICH MONSTERS

David Vaudrey sent this picture. The form of the Dragon is quite
conventional but the use to which it is being put is certainly rather
unusual.
GRIFFINS GROOMING

Cathie Constant sent this card of a delicately carved misericord from
Wells cathedral. It is not quite clear what the Griffins are doing to the
man in the middle, but it is obvious that he is the main object of their
attentions.

Phil and Maria Hewitt sent a selection of photographs of some of the
painted Dragons that decorated the streets of Norwich during the
summer, of which these are a few. (See No 172)
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A MISTAKEN MONSTER
David Vaudrey sent an excerpt from the book “Germany – Memories
of a Nation” by Neil McGregor (2008) from which we quote a
paragraph and show the illustration to which it refers:

revive the name have all been frustrated by re-namings or
cancellations. There has never been a ship named Chimaera in the
Royal Navy.

“This particular Berlin habit of using iron in unexpected contexts has a
long history. It can be seen in this small statuette of the Great Elector
of Brandenburg (the forerunner state to Prussia), Frederick William I,
who had heroically defended his country against invasion by the
Swedes in the 1670s and begun the transformation of BrandenburgPrussia into a European power. He is shown as the military hero and
Christian knight St George, dressed in Roman armour, triumphing over
evil. Mounted on his charger, spear at the ready, he has overcome the
dragon which is writhing beneath him. It is standard sculpture rhetoric,
conventional in all but one aspect. Anywhere else in Europe, a statue
like this would usually have been cast in bronze, with all its noble
echoes of Imperial Rome. But this was Berlin, a court notorious for its
ostentatious eschewal of luxury. The Great Elector, in the Berlin of the
1680s, is shown in iron. If Saxony was later defined by its production
of porcelain, in Prussia the nation itself was personified in iron: no
frippery, no nonsense. This was the Iron Nation.”
While the characterisation and the sentiments are all perfectly valid, the
identity of the participants in the statuette is false. The monster being
subdued is no ordinary Dragon. It has three heads, a Goat, a Lion and
a Serpent, thus identifying it as the Chimaera, the offspring of the
monsters Typhon and Echidna, and sibling to the Hydra, Cerberus,
Orthus and others. Thus the warrior is no Christian Saint George, but
the Greek hero Bellerophon who tamed the winged horse Pegasus and
slew the Chimaera. Perhaps the Great Elector chose to have his own
favourite charger depicted, as the wings of Pegasus would have been
hard to fit in. A silhouette of Bellerophon riding Pegasus in pale blue
on a maroon ground was the emblem of the British Airborne Forces in
World War II, while there have been at least four warships in the Royal
Navy named “Bellerophon” (known as “Billy Ruffian” on the lower
deck) one of which was famous for taking Napoleon into exile, and the
most recent a mighty Dreadnaught battleship. Recent attempts to
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