Eve Kaye, while visiting France, sent a
card showing a pair of intimidating black
dragons, quite huge to judge from the size
of a human skull one of them is holding in
his paw with one claw through its eyesocket. Not a friendly beast, Le Dragon
Noir!
The arms of Grant MacEwan College in Alberta, designed by Bruce Patterson, were
granted in March 2008 and are blazoned Azure on a rose Argent a plate fimbriated
Azure; with a crest: A sparrow wings elevated and addorsed perched on a walkingstaff fesswise proper; and supporters: Two griffins per fess Azure and Argent standing
on a compartment of prairie grass set with wild roses proper. The walking-stick is
one carved by Dr MacEwan after whom the College is named, and is now used as the
college mace for ceremonial purposes. The motto means “Through learning we
flourish.” Bruce is to be congratulated for this splendid but simple design, which was
painted by Gordon Macpherson, Niagara Herald Extraordinary.
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St Matthew’s Day 2008

The New Zealand Armorist (No 107, Winter 2008) has the bookplate of Mark
Dennis with its Opinicus crest, that we showed in No 46, and also this intricate
drawing of the arms of the Earl of Liverpool with its Griffin supporters (below).

The College of Dracology for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
Matthew was a tax collector from Capernaum, chosen by Jesus for one of his
disciples. Whether he is the same person who wrote the first of the Gospels is not
clear, but it is likely that the disciple collected stories about Jesus and parables told by
him, and these form the basis of the Gospel that we know. He is the only one of the
Evangelists who details the descent of Jesus from Abraham by way of David and
Solomon and thence to Joseph, and he alone tells the story of the wise men from the
East, Herod and the flight into Egypt. His Gospel ends with the words: “And Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world.” Nothing is known of Matthew’s later life, nor of his death, but his
feast day falls upon the 21st of September.
The picture on the cover, showing a selection of decorative dragons from Northern
Thailand, comes from David Vaudrey. Notice that in spite of their obviously oriental
appearance, they are nothing like traditional Chinese or Japanese dragons, having
distinctive crests or horns on top of their
heads – all but one, which has a spiky
comb. They make a valuable addition to
the variety of fabulous beasts from the Far
East, and we are grateful to David for
giving us this picture.
Richard d’Apice has sent a picture of the
arms used by one Captain Arthur Philip,
the first Governor and Founder of New
South Wales in Australia (right),
wondering what the odd creatures on the
shield might be. Not quite like traditional
Wyverns, could they possibly be an early
attempt to depict the fabled Bunyip?
Enquiry at the College of Arms drew a
blank, as they have no record of a Grant to
anybody of that name. Any suggestions
will be welcomed.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Clive Cheesman sent a card congratulating us on our colour number, with a picture
of a ‘Dragonesque’ Brooch, enamelled bronze, Romano-British, second century AD,
from the British Museum. A curious piece, well worth a look! (See next page).
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JOURNAL SCAN

Pauline Baynes - Illustrator Extraordinary

Gonfanon (Vol 19 No 3, Fall 2008) has a tribute, DRAGONLORE TURNS 100, by
Kevin Greaves, with a miniature in colour of the front page of No 100. Other
delights are the Unicorn supporters to the arms granted to the Guelph Collegiate
Vocational Institute, the red demi-griffin crest holding a golden gavel granted with
the arms of Queen’s University Faculty of Law, of Kingston, Ontario, and the Griffin
supporters for Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton on the newly-granted arms
designed by Bruce Patterson (see back page), all in colour, and a fine drawing of an
heraldic tiger supporting the arms of the University of the South, known as
“Sewanee,” in Tennessee. For a bit of fun, there is a further instalment of The Mad
Menagerie by Darren George, covering the Beholder, the Displacer Beast, the
Owlbear, the Carrion Crawler, the Rust Monster and the Umber Hulk, together with
the Gelatinous Cube, a strange object apparently to be found in fantasy dungeons.
Darren provides notes on their habits and habitats, with suggestions for their use in
heraldry.

Best known for her illustrations to the fables of J.R.R.Tolkien and C.S.Lewis, Pauline
Baynes died on August 1st at the age of 85. She had drawn pictures for a great many
children’s books, but her favourite work was the set of illustrations that she did for
Grant Uden’s Dictionary of Chivalry (London, 1968), including this delightful titlepage spread:

The Heraldic Craftsman (No 65, September 2008)
also has congratulations on our 100th issue, with the
Dragon that Mark Dennis drew for us (see No 62) as a
tiny headpiece, and has a reproduction of von Volborth’s
Melusine from our pages (No 53) illustrating an article
on the Starbucks logo. David Hopkinson’s drawing of
the Audley Arms that we had on the cover of No 100
features large, while an article on The Scottish Crest
Badge shows that of Clan Leslie with its demi-griffin
(right). A piece on An Aztec Monster has a picture of
this Aztec-Mixtec turquoise mosaic of a double-headed
serpent from the 15th-16th century (below).
Pretty well every page is split vertically,
with the inner column having the text, all
entries alphabetically ordered, and the
outer carrying the great variety of
illustrations. The book is as much a
dictionary of heraldry as of chivalry and
also contains a wealth of historical
information. Each picture comes opposite
the word it is illustrating, and it is hardly
surprising that she spent two years on the
task, and earned equal billing with the
author, besides earning her the Kate
Greenaway Medal. One detail that caught
my eye was this charming little dragon
(right). If it looks familiar, check back to
Dragonlore No 72, p 6, and the beastie on
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our College tie. For a further taste, here are her drawings of the Cockatrice and the
Questing Beast:-

horse and holding his lance in a curious two-handed grip, about to attack his dragon.
The monster’s serpentine body and aggressive head are conventional enough, but
what about the wings? Neither bird-like nor bat-like, with their numerous spines they
most resemble the fins of certain fishes. Could this be the artist’s way of suggesting
that the dragon is ultimately derived from a sea-monster?

More Apocalyptic Monsters

We are grateful to John Yates for lending us his copy of this book, and have set aside
a number of drawings from it for future use.

Ron Fiske sent this excerpt from a
Sotheby’s Auction Catalogue, showing
a single leaf from an Apocalypse
blockbook from Germany, c.1465,
which realised $28,800. Those familiar
with the Revelation of St John will not
need an explanation of the sevenheaded beasts, but they may not have
come across these depictions of them.

A Dragon from Lombardy
This fearsome creature is taken from a painting of the Lombard School, dated c.1470,
showing a youthful St George wearing expensive armour, riding a highly-decorated
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