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Apart from the Unicorns, note the wreath of laurel above the helm signifying his
status as “Poet Laureate.” Schiller was given nobility in 1802 by Kaiser Franz II.
Planned for 17 March but issued July 2009 with extra colour as a birthday bonus
by Ralph Brocklebank, Orland, Church Avenue, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QS
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Sealion in the arms of Ottfried Neubecker, by Carl-Alexander von Volborth.

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

With great sadness we report the
death on 25 February of CarlAlexander von Volborth, whose books
established him as one of the best
heraldic artists of his time (see No 15
and our present cover picture) and in
more recent years contributed much
good humour to the pages of
Dragonlore, some under the name of
Alex Troblov (see Nos 52, 53, 55, 57,
60, 61, 63, 64, 65, 67 & 68, 73, 76, 77,
81, 87, 94 and 96.). We shall not
entirely lose touch, however, as his
widow and long-time inspiration
Diana has asked to be kept as a
member of the College in his place, so
we welcome her to our fellowship, and
thank her for sending us news of his
death and funeral.
(Self-portrait, right)
Joseph of Arimathea is mentioned in
the Bible as the friend who let his own
family tomb be used for the body of
the crucified Christ, and that is all we
know about him, but in legend he was
said to be a successful merchant who had travelled widely, possibly even taking the
young Jesus with him on a visit to England (“And did those feet in ancient time…”),
and later took the Holy Grail to Glastonbury, where he founded one of the earliest
churches in the land and also planted his staff which grew into the fabled Glastonbury
Thorn. His feast day falls on 17 March, a date more usually remembered in
connexion with Saint Patrick.

Steve Slater sent a card from
Bruton in Somerset (the county
of his birth) with a detail of the
17th century West door screen
in the church of St Mary the
Virgin showing a woodcarving
of a delightful Satyr blowing
the bagpipes (right).
Roland Symons has done
another of his stunning sheets
of arms, this time showing
Henry VIII & His Six Wives.
Each has the royal arms with
lion supporter on the dexter
side, impaling the wifely arms
with her supporter on the
sinister, and four of these six
supporters are fabulous beasts.
Anne Boleyn (below left) has
her Ormogriff or “Keythong”
also known as a “Male Griffin”
which she had from a Butler
ancestor (the Butler arms are
the fourth of her six quarters),
Jane Seymour (below right)
and Catherine Parr both have
heraldic Panthers incensed, the former also collared and chained, whilst Anne of
Cleves has a red Dragon. The Panthers are shown with diagonal coloured stripes,
blue, red, green and white, the royal livery colours, in an unusual display.

Ottfried Neubecker, whose arms adorn the cover, was the author and compiler of
the massive “HERALDRY: Sources, Symbols and Meaning” (1977) which we
reviewed briefly in No 72 and is still much used as a comprehensive and colourful
work of reference.
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CORRESPONDENCE

BOOK REVIEW

Jack Cambell-Kease sent an excerpt from the 15th Edition of the Encyclopedia
Britannica on the Chimera which we ought to be able to reproduce in full:-

Suomen Kunnallisvaakunat / Municipal Coats of Arms of Finland
We saw some Finnish heraldry in No.104, and now, through the kindness of Antti
Matikkala, we have a copy of the 1970 book that sparked its great revival. Again the
variety and imagination shewn in these arms is quite remarkable, but although there is
an abundance of local fauna – bears, otters, squirrel, ermine, lynx, badger, reindeer,
moose, seal, wolf, wolverine, goat, blackcock, grouse, woodpecker, seagull, stork,
cuckoo, swan, duck, salmon, trout, pike, lobsters (one with a lamprey held in its
claws) and a butterfly – as well as some domestic creatures – horse, hound, bull, ram
and farmyard cock – there is a surprising lack of fabulous beasts. Most notable is the
singular antlered trout of the municipality of Inari, frequently reproduced (see No.69,
where it is labelled as a “fishalope”), but mention should also be made of the merman
holding a salmon in one hand and a trefoil in the other in the arms of Maksamaa /
Maxmo (some places have names in both the Finnish and Swedish form) and of the
delightful image of a red-robed St Margaret holding her long cross and bible over the
green dragon from whose stomach she has just burst out, in the arms of Vehmaa.
This book is a work of art in itself and a joy for any heraldist, with its metallic gold
and silver, edging giving a three-dimensional effect and beautifully clear layout. The
Preface and Introduction, by Kauko Pirinen, are given in Finnish, Swedish and
English and there is a multilingual glossary, though the bulk of the text, including all
the blazons, is in Finnish only. However, the main delight of this book lies in the
magnificent array of imaginative heraldry.

JOURNAL SCAN
The Heraldic Craftsman (No.67, March 2009) has a nice spotted Dragon supporting
the arms of The Grant-Maintained Schools Foundation, designed by Peter Spurrier
and drawn by Michael Ayres, a Phoenix crest by Anthony Wood, Eric Saumure’s
green Wyvern crest drawn by Ilona Jurkiewicz, a pair of Sealions supporting the arms
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Gonfanon (Vol 20 No.1, Spring 2009) under
its new Editor, Darren George, well-known to
dracologists, has pictures not only of him but
also of John Shannon and John Wilkes, also of
our company. For fabulous beasts, there are
the Phoenix rising proper on an inescutcheon
on the unofficial arms of a Bishop of Chicago
displayed in the chapel of Trinity College
School, Port Hope, Ontario (the bishop was an
old boy of the school, one of six so honoured)
which was painted by Scott Carter, possibly
Canada’s best-known heraldic artist, and
finally, the demi-Pantheon crest on the arms of
the Canadian Space Agency (right).

of Libreville in the République
Gabonaise, and a winged Bull in the
crest of the newly granted arms of
Twyford School (right)
– not a reference to St Luke but a
combination of the black bull’s head
crest of the Wickham family who
owned the school for many years with
a white eagle’s wing from the arms of
Dr Kitchin, a distinguished former
headmaster. Quite a good haul for
one issue!

The Heraldry Gazette (No.111,
March 2009) has the winged Bull
crest on the arms of Twyford School,
this time on the cover, a strange bullheaded eagle as the crest for Sir
Nicholas Scott as one of eleven newly
granted arms of Knights in an article
by Peter Gwynn-Jones, Garter
Principal King of Arms, and the only one that does not have some example of natural
fauna in it, besides the Unicorn Badge of the newly-appointed Unicorn Pursuivant at
the Lyon Court, Adam Bruce, as well as a fine photograph of the arms of the Holy
Roman Empire with its double-headed Eagle, taken by John-Franz Mueller. Perhaps
one could also mention that there are portraits of a few well-known dracologists,
including David Krause, Tony Sims, Stephen Slater and myself.

Flagmaster The Journal of the Flag Institute
Issue 129 (December 2008) in an article about the Fante Flags of Ghana, illustrates a
dozen in colour, two of which (Nos 7 & 8) show fabulous beasts, one of which could
be described as a kind of Wyvern, while the other is a three-headed winged and
legged serpent (below). The article is attributed to Thorsten Sjolin and Ofeibea Quist
-Arcton, and concludes with the words, “We must hope that more serious research
will be carried out in this field of folk-art.”

Somerset Heraldry Society Journal (No 14, March 2009) is nearly all devoted to an
article on Railway Heraldry by John Uncles, with over 50 illustrations, nearly all in
colour. These include London’s Dragon supporters with the grand-but-bogus arms of
the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway, Scotland’s Unicorns supporting the
usurped Scottish arms used by the Caledonian Railway, the Midland Railway’s
unique legless Wyvern crest, Welsh Dragons with both the Taff Vale Railway and the
Barry Railway, half a Welsh Dragon (but green!) for Cambrian Railways, black
Griffins (for London!) in the properly granted but little-used arms of the London &
North Eastern Railway, a red Dragon (for London again!) supporting the arms
granted to the Southern Railway, and a Pegasus crest, standing precariously on one
foot, topping the very fine arms granted to the Ulster Transport Authority in 1960. I
can barely deign to mention the Welsh Dragon introduced to the fourth quarter of the
Royal Arms in the thoroughly bogus arms of the Pullman Company - we have our
own suggestion for bringing about the representation of Wales in the Royal Arms,
and this is not it. (See No.94, p 8)
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