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The Arms of the Parish of St Margaret, Vienna

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts
Saint Hilda of Whitby (614-680) was baptised by St Paulinus as a young girl. She
ultimately became a nun and was made Abbess of Whitby. She was a contemporary
of St John of Beverley, Caedmon the poet and St Aidan, and was widely revered for
her godliness. Fifteen churches are dedicated to her in Britain. So much saith John
Vince. Of her dealings with a dragon, firedrake or wyrm, we told briefly in Number
134, with her name shortened to Hild. Her feast-day is celebrated on 17th November.
The armorial representation of Saint Margaret with a very unusual dragon, on the
cover, from the Parish dedicated to her in Vienna, was sent in by Bernard Juby. It is
worth recalling that in her book on St George (reviewed in Number 22, for 23 April
2000), Samantha Riches makes the point that the dragon is often shown with obvious
female genitalia, not in accordance with genuine reptilian morphology, but possibly
in an attempt to characterize the extremes of femininity, contrasting the baseness of
the dragon with the purity of
the princess who is being
rescued. Here, of course, it is
St Margaret who is the
exemplar of purity, while the
dragon is evidently prepared to
produce a whole litter of
dragonets – the slut! Some
Austrian artist must have had a
wicked sense of humour.

AN HERALDIC DOLPHIN

CORRESPONDENCE
Cathie Constant sent a message to say that a new book by the Rev Richard Coles,
“The Lives of the Improbable Saints” has a chapter on ‘The saint and the dragon,’
which she recommends, having caught him talking about it on the radio.
Bernard Juby sent this crossword clue which
he spotted in the Telegraph: “Bird needs a
moment, being fabulous.” (10 letters) Solution
next time. (No, not Jabberwock)
Roland Symons sent something which proves
that ‘political correctness’ is nothing new and
that even in the 19th century we were shy of
treading on Chinese toes. The original design
for the reverse of the China War Medal issued in
1843 by William Wyon depicted the crowned
British Lion trampling the fallen Chinese
Dragon with its forepaws (right), but upon
reflection, the British Government thought that
the Chinese might consider the design to be
offensive and substituted a collection of war
trophies.

This unusual table leg was seen
in an advertisement for an
antiques fair (right). It is a
perfect example of the heraldic
Dolphin, a hybrid of the
cetacean and piscean creatures
that both go under that name.
See, for instance, the Alphabet
of Queries in our Numbers 21
and 22.
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JOURNAL SCAN

SOME STRANGE BEASTIES ON SILVER

Flagmaster 144 (September 2012) has the
flag of Bhutan (right) with its oriental dragon
grasping not one, but four pearls, one in each
foot, and also the complete Coat of Arms of
King John II of Portugal, which we show on
the back page.
The Double Tressure No 35, 2012 has, apart from
the usual quota of Unicorns (fifteen, including one
Sea-Unicorn), this delightful pair of green Griffins
(right) supporting the arms of Sir Thomas Innes of
Learney as Lord Lyon (1945-69).
The Bookplate Journal Vol 10 No 2 (Autumn
2012) has a fetching little Mermaid by Jessie M.
King (bottom left) and a fine double-headed
Russian Eagle on a bookplate belonging to the
Empress Catherine II (bottom right) while its sister
Newsletter (October 2012) has a plate with a fine
17thC engraving of the arms of Henri de Justel
(1620-93), a Huguenot who came to London in
1681, became Charles II’s librarian at St James’s
Palace, lived in a house on Piccadilly, friend of
John Evelyn, was elected FRS and buried at Eton.
Note the finely drawn and beautifully proportioned
Griffins (top of next page).
John Allen sent
these pictures of a
Sea Faun on a tea
service of 1868
made in London
(above) and the
Salamander on a
coffee pot of 1837
(though possibly
the crest was a later
addition) (right).
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THE NORTHUMBRIAN DRAGON

AN EXPRESSIVE MONSTER

From an English version of The History of Guy, Earl of Warwick (J Drewry, Derby
1796) sent in by Jack Campbell-Kease:“At Guy’s arrival in England [from the
continent], he immediately repaired to
King Athelstone, at York, where the King
told Guy of a mighty Dragon in
Northumberland, that destroyed Men,
Women, and Children.- Guy desired a
guide, and went immediately to the
dragon’s cave, when out came the monster,
with eyes like flaming fire; Guy charged
him courageously, but the monster bit the
lance in two like a reed; then Guy drew his
sword, and cut such gashes in the dragon’s
sides, that the blood and life poured out of his venomous carcase. Then Guy cut off
the head of the monster, and presented it to the King, who in memory of Guy’s
service, caused the picture of the Dragon being thirty Feet in length, to be worked in
cloth of arras, and hung up in Warwick Castle for an everlasting monument.”
Jack comments, “The only Earl of Warwick named Guy lived from c.1271-1315
during the reigns of Henry III, Edward I and Edward II. King ‘Athelstone’ which I
take to refer to Athelstan of the House of Wessex reigned from 924 until 939. Well,
what do facts matter in the tales of dragons?”

This Unicorn’s head in metal
(right) was spotted by David
Hopkinson in the garden of
Abbey House at Abbey Dore
in Herefordshire. If the size is
right, it would make an
excellent crest on a helmet.

Jack also sent this picture of Pegasus, or perhaps his twin, Chrysaor, a detail from a
poster for the 1924 film The Thief of Bagdad.

AND ANOTHER…

This dragon statue (right) stands outside a palace in
the Forbidden City, Peking as was. He has dropped
his pearl, but still keeps the sinuous serpentine
body of his ancestors.

4

5

