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This unusual hybrid creature is a Dravencoon, named Gilbarta, which means
“pledge,” and belongs to Kathy McClurg in the USA. As you may guess from the
name and from looking at the picture, which was drawn by Ljubodrag Gruijic, the
Serbian Royal Herald, this creature was devised by Kathy with a blue Dragon’s head
and body, a Raven’s wings and legs and a Raccoon’s tail. As hybrids go, it is
certainly unlike any other, but what the significance, we are not told, though surely
much treasured by its owner. Our thanks to Bernard Juby for letting us see it.
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St Vincent’s Day 2014

A Dragon guarding the Great Wall of China

MACHO MING CHINA TREASURES

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

We have noted Saint Vincent before, in No 40, but said little about him. Here is John
Vince’s 2001 entry, which gives his feast day as 22nd January:
“St Vincent was the first Spanish martyr. He was Archdeacon of Saragossa early in
the fourth century. In 303 the Emperor Diocletian ordered the seizure of all Christian
clergy throughout the Roman Empire. Vincent was sent to prison. His brilliant
speech in defence of his faith so enraged the local governor, Dacianus, that he
ordered Vincent’s execution.
“Vincent’s emblems – an iron hook and spiked grid-iron – recall the terrible
tortures he suffered. The arms of the city of Lisbon contain a boat with ravens
perched on the bow and stern. These commemorate the legend that St Vincent’s
body, cast adrift in an open boat, was guarded by ravens as it drifted from Lisbon to
the Cape which bears his name. Only five English churches are named in his
memory.”
Cape St Vincent was named after the Saint, and then the naval battle of 1797 was
named after the Cape, the victorious Admiral Jervis, when ennobled, took his title
from the Battle, and then the Dreadnaught battleship of 1908 (below) was named in
his honour, being called HMS St Vincent, thus completing a name-chain of five steps
– Saint, Cape, Battle, Admiral, Battleship. If anyone knows of anything named after
the battleship – a club, a pub, an old shipmates’ society or such – we would be
delighted to hear of it. At present, this is the longest name-chain that I know.
Another equally long one – Venus Cottage, an old train driver’s retirement home,
named after a railway engine, after a Warship, after a planet, after a Goddess – turned
out to be fictional (plenty of locomotives named Venus, but none in the Warship
class), but a six-step name-chain might still be found..

Roger Seabury with some of his family went on a guided tour of China and visited
the Great Wall. There they were each given a splendid illustrated souvenir book, on
the back of which was the energetic Dragon seen on the cover, one of the best
examples of the species that has come our way.
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The British Museum is to stage an exhibition featuring previously unseen
archaeological treasures from China’s Ming dynasty, apparently including the dragon
seen above. The exhibition, entitled Ming: 50 Years That Changed China, will
include rare paintings, scrolls and objects. The exhibition, which is to open in
September, is based on recent discoveries and scholarship of the period 1400 to 1450.
Prof Craig Clunas, the co-curator said it would promote a new understanding of
“macho” aspects of Ming culture that have largely been ignored, such as horse riding,
sports and military leadership.
from The Daily Telegraph, 9 January 2014.
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A DRAGON ODDITY

DRESSING UP AS A DRAGON

Welsh Dragons turn up in some
odd places, the bows of a
warship, for example, but one of
the oddest was spotted by Leslie
Hodgson in Edinburgh painted
on the shoulder of a life-sized
model cow, along with some
thistles, shamrock, roses and a
cockerel, evidently to celebrate
the Five-Nations Rugby
Tournament.
We have often seen Dragons as soft toys, and have shown a few, but this is the first
one we have seen that you can climb in to (if you are small enough). Here is Gretel,
who, at the age of four, has survived two heart operations and is now helping the
campaign to raise money for life-saving heart research, organized by the British Heart
Foundation.
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CLEAN-CUT CARVINGS

ANOTHER STAR SIGN
Following Sagittarius, seen last time,
here is a curious version of Capricorn,
from the Horoscopes page of The Daily
Telegraph of 11 January 2014. Unlike
the usual goat’s upper half with a fish tail
(because this constellation lies in that part
of the zodiac said to be devoted to the
element of water), this one seems to be
modelled on the Minotaur, with a head
more like a ram than a goat on a
humanoid body (is that foot cloven?).
The name of the artist is Andrew Ho.

NEWS ITEM from The Daily Telegraph on Thursday 9 January 2014
Sorry Australia, we can’t make a dragon, say scientists
By Jonathan Pearlman in Sydney
AUSTRALIA’S national science agency has apologised to the nation for failing to
invent “a dragon or dragon eggs” after a seven-year-old girl wrote a letter asking for
one for Christmas.
In the letter, addressed “Hello lovely scientist”, Sophie Lester from Queensland
wrote: “I would like it if you could, but if you can’t that’s fine.” Sophie, who has
begged her parents for a baby dragon as a present, promised to call the dragon
Toothless if it were a girl, and Stuart if it were a boy.
In a response posted on its website, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation, said it was proud of its work since 1926 but regretted that it
had yet to create or observe a fire-breathing dragon.
“Over the past 87 odd years we have not been able to create a dragon or dragon
eggs,” it said. “We have sighted an eastern bearded dragon at one of our telescopes,
observed dragonflies and even measured body temperatures of the mallee dragon.
But our work has never ventured into dragons of the mythical, fire breathing variety.
And for this, Australia, we are sorry.”
In the letter, Sophie promised to keep the dragon “in my special green grass area
where there is lots of space, feed it raw fish and put a collar on it.” She added: “I
would play with it every weekend when there is no school.”
Sophie’s mother Melissah Lester said her daughter was overjoyed with the
response. “All her friends are now saying they want to be a scientist and Sophie says
she now wants to work in the CSIRO. She’s saying Australian scientists can do
anything,” she said.
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These carvings were spotted by Vernon Rolls at the Chelsea Flower Show and are
rather good, so thanks to Vernon for sending them in.

And here is a Wyvern from Wiltshire
carved by Antony Denning which we
mentioned in No.114 and was
illustrated in The Heraldic Craftsman
No.70 in 2009.
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